
Condensed 

Canons of  Dort
An abbreviation of the response to the five major objections expressed in the Act of Remonstrance or
protest against Reformed confessions given by the churches in Synod (1618/1619) and drafted under 

Five Heads of Doctrine in 59 articles.
(see  Sovereign Grace in Justice and Mercy, p.17-20) 

I – Divine Election and Reprobation.

In summary,  art.1  of  the  Remonstrance,  or the  act  of  serious objections,  states that  God
determined to save those who “shall believe … and shall persevere … and on the other hand to leave
the incorrigible and unbelieving in sin and under wrath…”.

The  Synod  of  Dort  pronounced  as  the  First Head  of  Doctrine  unconditional election in
accordance with God’s Word, abbreviated as follows,

All human beings sinned in Adam and are therefore guilty and condemnable before God (1).
But in His love God gave His Son to save sinners who believe in Him (2). In God’s mercy, they are
drawn to Christ by the Father  as they are called and brought to faith by the gospel message (3).

The proclamation of the gospel has a two-fold out-come: believers are rescued, but unbelievers
stay under God’s wrath (4). The gospel message is the smell of death or the fragrance of life. It results
in unbelief or faith (5). Faith is a gift of God.

God accomplishes everything in accordance with His eternal counsel. He is merciful, for He
softens the hearts of those He chose, and He is just in leaving others in their own hardness of heart (6).
This is revealed to the comfort of believers. 

Chosen in Christ from eternity to show His mercy, believers are to be holy and blameless to
the glory of His Name. God predestined, called,  justified and glorified them. The ‘destination’ of
everyone was pre-determined (7). His decree of salvation was established once for all times, like a
blueprint  (8).  The pre-destination plan was not based on the likely outcome or on foreseen faith,
conversion and perseverance of man himself (9). 

Eternal election is grounded in God’s own good pleasure to reach His own purpose and as
many as were ordained believed (10). This decree will never change (11), for He is faithful. Believers
are assured of this (12) by unfailing fruits of faith, fear, godly sorrow  and fruit of the Spirit being
rooted in the Christ,  the true vine.  It  gives them a reason to worship God (13) and to teach this
doctrine in a discreet, reverent and holy way, without curiously prying into the ways God has not
revealed (14). 

Rejection  of  unbelieving  sinners  by  His  decree  and eternal  condemnation  shows His  just
judgement (15). This decree of re-probation is no reason to doubt one’s faith (God’s gift),  but to
become more diligent (16). Children of believers are included in God’s covenant of grace (17). Our
lack of comprehension is the more a reason to humble ourselves and to glorify God (18) in adoration
of the depth of His riches, wisdom and knowledge.
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II - Christ’s Death and Man’s Redemption through it.

In summary, art.2 of the  Remonstrance declares that in agreement with their art.1, Christ
“died  for  all  men  and  for  every  man”,  meriting  reconciliation  for  everybody,  believers  and
unbelievers, but only believers will benefit.

The Synod of Dort pronounced as the Second Head of Doctrine  particular atonement in
accordance with the Word of God, in brief,

Man’s sin must be punished to satisfy God’s justice (1). Instead of our well-deserved death,
God’s Son paid with His blood, and so made satisfaction for us (2). His sacrifice was the ultimate,
final, flawless fulfilment of the promised atonement (3). He obtained eternal redemption His sacrifice
was effective and sufficient. As true man and Son of God, He bore God’s wrath and curse which
covenant violators had deserved (4, BC art.20). 

This gospel, the command to repent and believe must be proclaimed to everyone (5). Those
who refuse to believe can only blame themselves for their perdition (6), and those who believe thank
God for His gracious gift of faith (7). It brings redemption to those God chose and gave to Christ. His
blood cleanses them, guards them and presents them to Himself (8) without spot or wrinkle as was
originally planned. He will save his people into one church that will “celebrate His praises here and in
eternity” (9), one fold, one shepherd.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

III/IV – The Corruption of Man, His Conversion to God, and the manner in which it occurs

In brief, art.3 of the Remonstrance adds that doing good or obtaining 'saving' faith requires
that man is born again, renewed in knowledge, will and power, so that he himself can actually “effect
what is truly good”.

Article  4  of  the  Remonstrance  explains  that  God’s  “assisting,  awakening,  following  and
cooperative grace” is needed so that man is enabled to accomplish all good, and also that this grace
is resistible.

[The doctrine of man’s total corruption (III) is strongly linked to the miracle (art.6-12) and the
manner (art.13-17) of conversion (IV).  True knowledge of  man’s  depravity and God’s  invincible
grace helps believers to gain comfort from His eternal decree of predestination (art.16 BC). Refusal to
believe the true reality of man’s sin and misery is at the root of Arminian errors (Ch. I, art. 1).]

The Synod of Dort pronounced as the Third and Fourth Head of Doctrine total depravity in
accordance with the Holy Scripture summarized as follows,
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Total corruption (art. 1-5)

Created  completely  holy  and  righteous  in  the  likeness  and  image  of  God,  man’s  wilful
disobedience brought about a total loss of the true knowledge of God. He became wicked and impure
(1).  Consequently,  all  people  are  born  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  Adam,  our  representative.
Therefore, all sinned and are totally corrupt (2). All are incapable of any good. Sin contaminates all
thoughts, words and actions (3).

However, humanness was not completely destroyed. Some recognition of right and wrong or
virtue and order still remains (4). Nevertheless, man cannot contribute anything to his own salvation
(BC art.14). Even doing what the law requires, without knowing the law, cannot lead to salvation (5).
For the law teaches sin and guilt. It cannot empower a remedy.

The miracle of conversion (art.6-12)

Neither nature nor the law, but only the Spirit and the Word can administer reconciliation (6).
In His Sovereign good pleasure God revealed this first to a few, then in New Testament times to the
whole world. It shows His justice and His grace,  His love and sovereign will (7).  Those who are
called, come and receive what is promised (8). Others do not wholeheartedly come to Him. They turn
away and receive Him not (9). 

Those who come receive faith and repentance, because God’s call is effective. They boast of
the Lord, who called them, rescued them and brought them into the marvellous light (10). God brings
about a miraculous conversion through His Word and Spirit, opening and softening the heart, enabling
the will to produce the fruit of good works (11). Regeneration, conversion and making alive are the
works of God’s renewal, and His re-creation cannot fail. It renews man’s will to believe and repent,
through God’s grace (12).

The manner of conversion (art.13-17)

Although incomprehensible, regeneration results in sinners to believe and to love their Saviour
(13). Such faith is fully gifted to man and this gift brings about the will to believe as well as the act of
believing (14). True believers are God’s workmanship. They can only thank God for this undeserved
gift of grace, and pray that others may also be called into a renewed existence (15). 

Human nature is depraved and spiritually dead. God’s gracious regeneration does not take
away or deny the existence of man’s will, but it heals, corrects and re-directs the will of man. The
result is a life of ongoing obedience, renewal and freedom (16). God brings about this supernatural act
of regeneration by the use of the gospel. It is like food for the soul. Believers glory God and abase all
self-pride. They do not exalt themselves and they esteem Christ’s office-bearers. God reconciles us to
Himself  through the administration of the Word, sacraments  and discipline.  By these means God
works salvation that produces fruit. To Him is the glory (17).
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V - The Perseverance of the Saints

Art.5 of the act of Remonstrance concludes that God’s assisting grace can only keep “those
into Christ by true faith”, if they are ready, willing and active.

The  Synod  of  Dort  pronounced  as  the  Fifth  Head  of  Doctrine  perseverance of faith in
accordance with the Word of God; in short,

Regeneration  rescues  man  from the  power  of  sin,  but  not  yet  from the  sinful  nature  (1).
Therefore in this life, believers must fight their sinful nature, humbly seek forgiveness and long for
deliverance (2). In our own strength we cannot withstand the attacks of Satan. But God is faithful. He
grants grace and He powerfully preserves His people in that grace (3).

Nevertheless, believers may at times give in to the drawing power of Satan, sin and flesh.
Therefore, they must not give themselves to temptation, but they must be alert and pray not to fall into
serious sins like David and others (4). Such sins offend God and their harm will spread unless there is
repentance (5). God will not reject those He had chosen from the beginning. He will not allow them to
fall  away  from  His  grace,  nor  let  them  commit  the  ‘sin  unto  death’  (6).  On  the  contrary,  His
regenerating  work  continues.  He  renews  them so  that  they  grieve,  repent  and  experience  God’s
reconciling favour. This strengthens their salvation (7).

All this is God’s merciful work of salvation that cannot fail  nor be changed. It cannot be
revoked nor  nullified,  for  the  seal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  secure  (8).  Believers  are  certain  of  this
preservation and their perseverance, because nothing separates them from God’s love in Christ (9).
They are certain, because God promised, the Spirit testified and they observe the fruits of the Spirit in
their life (10).

At times,  this assurance may weaken somewhat,  but the Holy Spirit  will revive it,  for the
Father will not let them be tempted beyond their strength (11). This encourages them to live a godly
life in thankfulness (12). This renewed confidence produces an increased concern to live a holy life,
rather than showing a careless and neglectful attitude (13).

God not only works but also perfects His grace in us by the proclamation of His Word and the
use of sacraments (14). This doctrine of perseverance is clearly revealed in His Word, but opposed by
Satan, the world and the Self or me-focused people. The Church loves and defends this doctrine as a
priceless treasure (15). “And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after
you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To
him be the power for ever and ever. Amen” Dennis Teitsma, 2013

For further reading,

   The Canons of Dort – Book of Praise, pages 565 - 588

   To the Praise of His Glory – Six Outlines on the Canons of Dort by Faber, Meijerink, Trimp & Zomer. 
Distributed by I.L.P.B., London, ON.

   Unspeakable Comfort – A commentary on the Canons of Dort by the Rev. Peter G. Feenstra. Premier.

   The Five Points of Calvinism – by the Rev. Edwin H. Palmer, Th.D., Moelker Printing Co.  
1216 Kalamazoo Ave SE, Grand Rapids, Mich.

   The Bride’s Treasure – Dr. J Faber et al. The Free Reformed Churches of Australia, Launceston, 
Tasmania. 7250 Australia. 
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