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Your house and your kingdom
will endure forever before me;

Your throne will be established forever.
2 Samuel 7 :16

... if you walk before me ... as David ...
I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, 

as I promised David your father when I said,
'You shall never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel' 

1 Kings 9: 4, 5
(for Solomon's failure, see 1 Kings 11:9-13)

This is what the LORD says: 
“Record this man as if childless,

a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, 
for none of his offspring will prosper, 

none will sit on the throne of David
or rule anymore in Judah.”

Jeremiah 22:30
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INTRODUCTION

We confess, that Jesus Christ is true and righteous man as well  as true God, for the same human
nature  that  sinned  must  also  pay for  sin  (H.C.  QA 15,  16).  He  "took upon  Himself  true  human
nature  from  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  virgin  Mary".  He  is,  therefore,  the  true  seed  of  David
(L.D,14).

Coming across genealogies in the Bible, we may tend to skip them, for they are expected to tell us
little or nothing and the names are often difficult to pronounce. They can, however, be important,
revealing and educational, for example, when mothers from foreign nations are mentioned (Matt.l).

The ancestral registry of Jesus in Luke 3 is quite different from the one in Matthew l. Someone may
remark that Matthew addresses the Jews. Therefore, he points to Abraham, David and the covenant
promises.  He follows the Jewish division of history into periods of seven generations (vs.l7), and
Matthew proves that Jesus has the legal right to occupy David's throne. Jesus is the legal successor
of Joseph, the crown prince and son of David's royal line (the 'father'  or the 'son' of a king often
refers to a legal succession). Matthew clearly shows that Jesus is undeniably the true successor to
David's throne. The line of succession ends with "Matthan the father of Jacob and Jacob the father
of Joseph, the husband of Mary of whom was born Jesus, who is called the Christ (Matt.l:l6).

On the other hand, Luke addresses gentile believers via a Roman official,  Theophilus. Luke gives
account  of  the truth that  Jesus is  God's  Son and naturally  also the  son of man,  the Messiah first
spoken of in Genesis 3:15. Luke shows us Mary's ancestry. Thus Jesus is true man, born of the flesh
of Mary, daughter of David, Abraham, Noah and Adam. Jesus is the true, righteous and last Adam
(cf. 1 Cor,15:22,45).

MARY, ROYAL DAUGHTER OF DAVID

'After careful investigation'  (Luke 1:3), Luke appears to indeed trace Mary's ancestry.  We read in
Luke 3:23 that Jesus "was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli" etc. Since women
were not included in genealogies and since the father in Mary's pregnancy was publicly not known,
Jesus is formally known as the grandson of Heli, Mary's father.

In Romans 1:3 we read that God's Son "as to his human nature was a descendant of David". We also
read that  "Our Lord  descended from Judah"  (Hebr,7:14)  and from David  (Matt.l:l,  Ps.132:11,  12
etc.).  God put enmity between the seed of the serpent  and the seed of the woman (not the man).
Man’s seed produces offspring, but the promised Redeemer is the seed of the woman. We confess,
therefore, that He is the true seed of David “from the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary” (L.D.14 -
see also Athanasian Creed).

Luke's genealogy traces back through more than four centuries from Joseph and Mary back to the
end  of  Israel's  captivity  in  Babylon.  Just  like  in  Matthew's  list,  we  come  across  Shealtiel  and
Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel was the true successor to the throne of David after his uncle Shealtiel, son
of  king  Jeconiah/Jehoiachin  the  captive  (1  Chron.3:17).  The  LORD  had  chosen  Zerubbabel,  the
governor of the returned captives, as His 'signet ring' (Haggai 2:23; cf. Jer.22:24).

Calvin states in his commentary that "it cannot be doubted that after the Babylonian captivity the
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same persons are mentioned under different names". In addition, he finds Luke's larger number of
names not strange, "for the number of persons in the natural line of descent is usually greater than
in the legal line". Moreover, Matthew chose to restrict himself to three historic eras of two-times-
seven generations. However, the fact that both genealogies trace back to the rightful successors of
David should be sufficient, in my opinion, to show  that both Joseph and Mary belong to the royal
house of David.

Luke, however, does not continue to follow the line of kings. Nevertheless, his genealogy still ends
up at David. This raises the question, why Luke  sidestepped the line of kings after he reached the
royal ancestry in Zerubbabel and Shealtiel. Although often suggested, there are no indications that a
levirate marriage might have taken place. Such a marriage had also been suggested with respect to
Joseph's  father  Heli  and  Jacob  (by  Africanus,  circa  220  AD),  It  is  not  clear  why  exactly  Luke
departs from the royal line after Zerubbabel and Shealtiel. Commentaries do not address this point.
Most accept the difference in names of those before as well as after the captivity,  to indicate that
Luke's  genealogy  is  Mary's.  But  her  royalty was  already  proven,  I  believe,  when  her  ancestry
reached Zerubbabel.

Luke reaches David, but not via the kings and Solomon. He identifies Nathan, another son of David
and Bathsheba (1 Chron.3:5). He shows that Shealtiel is the son of Neri, Melki and Nathan. What
scriptural reasons could there be for Luke to  bypass the line of the kings and show Nathan rather
than Solomon as a fore-bearer of Jesus, born of Mary and the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35)? 

NATHAN - NOT SOLOMON

Before  David  dies,  he  gives  Solomon  a  charge  of  the  LORD  to  live  in  obedience  to  God's
commands. He is told that only in that way he would prosper. Moreover, the LORD would then also
keep His promise to David, that he would "never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel (1 Kings
2:4).  The  unconditional  promise  to  David  was  conditional  for  Solomon's  offspring:  "If  your
descendants  watch  how they live,  and if  they  walk  faithfully  before  me  with  all  their  heart  and
soul...". It is a strong reminder of the words of Moses in Deuteronmy (6:15; 10:12,13; 30:6). It can
also be called a summary of the Mosaic principle the prophet Nathan related to David in 2 Samuel
7:12-16 (Dr.C van Genderen, Korte Verkl. 1 Kings 2:4).

The LORD had spoken to Solomon in a dream at Gibeon. The LORD had granted him not only the
wisdom he  had asked for,  but  also  riches  and honour (1  Kings  3:5,15).  The fulfillment  of  these
promises is described in  1 Kings 10. Solomon's wisdom, riches and honour made people marvel,
baffle and gasp. The queen of Sheba was totally "overwhelmed" (NIV), "there was no more spirit in
her" (RSV).

Solomon  had  at  that  time  already  married  an  Egyptian  princess  who  still  lived  in  Jerusalem (1
Kings 3:1, cf. 2 Chron.8:11). The LORD had been pleased to give him not only wisdom, riches and
honour, but He also promised to give him a long life as long as he was as faithful as David (1 Kings
3:14). Only in the way of obedience was Solomon able to implore the LORD to keep His promise
and to establish his kingdom. And this applied also to his offspring, so that David would "never fail
to have a man on the throne of Israel".
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In  his  twenty-fourth  year  as  king,  Solomon  completed  the  temple.  In  1  Kings  8  he  starts  his
dedication  prayer  by  showing  thankfulness  to  God,  who  kept  His  promise  to  David  about  the
completion of the temple described in verse 17-20. After acknowledging the fulfillment of this part
of God's promise to David, Solomon then reminds the LORD of the other part, "You shall never fail
to have a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel".(The words 'before me' are added here, likely
to  show  that  God  will  not  tolerate  unfaithfulness  in  His  sight).  Solomon  did  not  forget  the
condition, "if only your sons are careful in all they do to walk before me" (8:25).

God is faithful to His Word, be it a blessing or a curse. He keeps His promises and His threats. He
will  indeed  bless  or  punish  in  accordance  with  His  Word.  Solomon  knew this  and  he  asked  for
verification  of  God's  Word  to  David  (vs  26).  God  replied  and  confirmed  His  Word  in  the  next
chapter.  The promises to David are now directly applied to Solomon's personal life.  "If  you walk
before me in integrity of heart  and uprightness as David",  this  promise is yours,  You shall  never
fail to have a man on the throne of Israel. 

In case of disobedience by the king, the people Israel will be displaced and the LORD will reject
the  temple  as  His  dwelling  place  (1  Kings  9:  6-9).  Disobedience  of  the  people  is  the  king's
responsibility.  In  spite  of  foreshadowing  Christ  in  his  royal  office  (cf.  1  Chr.28:6),  Solomon
followed foreign wives (1 Kings 11). "His heart was no longer fully devoted to the LORD his God,
as the heart of David his father had been " (vs 4). Had he forgotten God's Word about intermarriage
as spoken by Joshua (Jos.23:11-13)?

Solomon's Exclusion

"The LORD became angry with Solomon, because his heart turned away from the LORD, the God
of Israel". Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude ... I will most certainly
tear the kingdom away from you" (1 Kings 11:9,11). However, the LORD remembered His promise
to David,"... my love will never be taken away from him as I took is from Saul, ... your throne will
be established forever" (2 Sam 7:15,16b).  Only Judah stayed with Solomon's  son for the sake of
David and His chosen Jerusalem (1Kings 11:9-13;32). Solomon had also been promised a long life,
but only if he would obey God like his father David (1 Kings 3:14). After forty years on Israel's
throne, king Solomon died at the young age of about sixty (1 Kings 11:41 - Korte Verklaring - Dr.
C. van Genderen).

Solomon and his successors forfeited the promise that David "shall never fail to have a man on the
throne of Israel". Israel's royal dynasty ended in the exile of the people and the king. Joseph was
Solomon's legal successor to the throne. But Solomon forfeited the privilege of passing on David's
genes  via  Mary to  Jesus,  the  true  as  well  as  righteous  man  and  true  God.  That  privilege  fell  to
David's son Nathan. "I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name". This
Word of the LORD (2 Sam 7:12,13) points first  of all  at  Solomon,  who was not yet  born at  that
time. In light of verse 16, it also refers to "Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone" of God's
temple (Eph.2:20,21). He is David's seed, but not Solomon's, for David's "line will continue forever
and his throne endure before me..." (Psalm 89:30-37).

The LORD's Word to Solomon was accomplished. He received wisdom, splendour and honour, and
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his disobedience resulted in a torn-away kingdom, a short life, Israel's exile and a ruined temple .
When  Solomon  maintained  his  unfaithful  attitude,  the  LORD tore  the  kingdom away  from him.
Only  for  the  sake  of  David  and  Jerusalem  was  Judah  allowed  to  continue  the  royal  line  of
succession. Satan's attacks cannot succeed.

NERI - NOT JECONIAH

Matthew  identifies  Jeconiah/Jehoiachin,  son  of  Jehoiakim  son  of  Josiah  (1  Chron  3:16),  as  the
father  of  Shealtiel,  the  father  of  Zerubbabel,  the  legal  heir  to  the  throne  after  the  Babylonian
captivity.  A levirate  marriage might  have taken place,  because Luke shows Neri, son of Melki as
Shealtiel's father.

Scripture shows nothing to assume a levirate marriage. However, it shows that Israel's royal throne
ended due to the disobedience of Israel's kings, the people and personally of Solomon as well.

In  Jeremiah  we  read  that  the  LORD  rejected  the  king's  leadership,  declaring,  "even  if  you
Jehoiachin, son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull
you off" (Jer 22:24) and "...O land, land, land, hear the Word of the LORD! … Record this man as
if  childless,  for  none of  his  offspring  will  prosper,  none will  sit  on  the  throne  of  David  or  rule
anymore  in  Judah".  The dynasty  of  the  house  of  David  had come  to  an  end,  O land,  land,  land
(Jer.22:29,30 Korte Verkl.).

Jehoiachin the captive was released from prison after 37 years, but he later died in Babel. (2 Kings

25:27-30).  None  of  his  children  had  succeeded  him  as  king.  His  uncle  Mattaniah,  had  been
appointed  at  age  21  as  king  by  Nebuchadnezzar  who  called  him  Zedekia.  Eleven  years  later,
Zedekia rebelled and he was imprisoned. His sons had been killed in front of his eyes before he was
blinded and taken in chains to Babylon (2 Kings  25:1-7; cf. Jer 34). 

We  read  in  Ezra  that  the  exiles,  as  prophesied  (Jer.25:12),returned  to  Jerusalem to  re-build  the
temple burned by Nebuchadnezzar. Under Cyrus, king of Persia, a company of about 50,000 people
arrived in Jerusalem with a variety of pack animals carrying 5000 temple articles of gold and silver.
About 18 years later, Haggai the prophet was to tell Zerubbabel the governor of Judah,

“I will take you my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, declare the LORD, and I will make 
you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares the LORD Almighty” (Haggai 2:23).

The words of Ha ggai are not just dealing with the signet ring or a reversal of Jeremiah's prophesies
(Jer.  22:24-30),  but  they  rather  confirm God's  promise  to  David.  Zerubbabel  was  chosen  to
represent  the legal  line  as well  as  the blood line to  David's  throne by the Messiah,  Who is  trule
righteous man as well as true God.

Israel's  dynasty had been terminated  in  accordance  with the  Word of  God.  The prophesy against
king  Jehoiachin  had  been  fulfilled.  The  Word  of  the  LORD  to  Solomon  had  found  its  final
fulfillment  as  well.  The  kingdom was  torn  away and  Israel  was  cut  off  from the  land while  the
temple  was burned in  accordance  with  the  Word of  the  LORD (1  Kings 9:6-9).  Israel  persisted,
however, in rejecting the LORD their covenant God, as well as the Messiah and the Gospel.
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DAVID’S SON –TRUE MAN

"The word of the LORD is right and true, he is faithful in all he does" (Ps 33:5). Israel's shepherds
scattered His flock. Nevertheless, He himself will gather them. Solomon and other kings forfeited
the promise to David so that Jeconiah/Jehoiachin was labelled as childless.  He had seven sons (1
Chron 3:17,18, but he was Judah's last king (cf. 2Kings 25:27-30) When he had been taken captive
by king Nebuchadnezzar, his uncle Zedekia had been appointed as Nebuchadnezzar' s vasal king  (2
Kings 24:15-17).

Nevertheless, the promise to David was still fulfilled. From his own body and his flesh and blood,
the LORD raised up a righteous Branch called 'the LORD our Righteousness'. For at that time as
well  as  now,  He  liberates  and  sanctifies  His  people  (Jer  23:1-6)  in  accordance  with  what  He
revealed in His Word. The seed of the woman crushes the serpent’s head. The great Son of David
and God's Anointed Priest and King is enthroned in heaven.

"His royal line will thus continue evermore, 
And, like the sun, his throne before Me shall endure.

 His kingdom will not fail, by foes or famine ravished,
 For like the moon it shall for ever be established.

 As long as over earth and sea the skies are vaulted, 
His reign will be secure, his crown will be exalted."

(Psalm 89 stanza 15. BoP).

"Blessed are all who take refuge in Him" (Psalm 2:12).                                             
… “for he who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23)

  
first written in the 70's

edited/typed 2011; 2016
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Appendix

LUKE MATTHEW

Jesus, son of (as thought)
Joseph (1:14) fourteen generations
Heli   - from Christ to exile
Matthat   - from exile to David
Levi   - from David to Abraham
Melki
Jannai
Joseph
Mattathias ---------------------------------------
Amos Jesus, whose father was
Nahum Joseph, the husband of Mary
Esli Jacob
Naggai Matthan
Maath Eleazar
Mattathias Eliud
Semein Akim
Josech Zadok
Jodah Azor
Joanan Eliakim
Rhesa Abiud
      Zerubbabel ------------- -   Zerubbabel
      Shealtiel -----------------   Shealtiel
Neri Jeconiah (or Jehoiachin)
Melki (from exile)
Addi ---------------------------------------
Cosam Jeconiah and his brothers
Elmadam Josiah
Er Amon
Joshua Manasseh
Eliezer Hezekiah
Jorim Ahaz
Matthat Jotham
Levi Uzziah
Simeon Jehoram
Judah Jehoshaphat
Joseph Asa
Jonam Abijah
Eliakim Rehoboam
Melea Solomon whose mother was
Menna      Uriah's wife (Bathsheba)

--------------------------------------
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Mattatha
Nathan --------------------------------------
son of David David the king, whose father was
Jesse Jesse
Obed Obed whose mother was Ruth
Boaz Boaz whose mother was Rahab
Salmon Salmon whose father was
Nashon Nashon
Amminadab Amminadab
Ram Ram
Hezron Hezron
Perez Perez whose mother was Tamar
Judah Judah whose father was
Jacob Jacob
Isaac Isaac
Abraham Abraham
Tera ---------------------------------------
Nahor
Serug
Reu
Peleg
Eber
Shelah
Cainan
Arphaxad
Shem
Noah
Lamech
Methuselah
Enoch
Jared
Mahalalel
Kenan
Enosh
Seth
Adam
God
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