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Confessing Faith

The meaning of confessing your faith

The Form for the Public Profession of Faith shows in its questions that confessing faith is ,
1. professing to believe the Word of God
2. acknowledging God's covenant promises
3. declaring that you love the Lord God and
4. committing your whole life to serve Him.

All people profess their faith by what they say and do. Even an 'unbeliever' shows his faith. Also a
covenant child shows or confesses what he believes by refusing to make profession of faith in church.
Therefore, is making public profession in the reformed church the correct one? The short and most
direct answer is 'yes', because it is the same “good confession” (1 Tim 6:12,13) Jesus made before
Pilate (John 18:33-37).

“My kingdom is from another place”(vs 36), “... I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, 
and for this I came into this world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of the truth  
listens to me”(vs 37).

In other 'churches' the public profession of faith may be referred to as a 'confirmation' and a formal
admission  into  membership.  However,  “infants  as  well  as  adults  belong  to  God's  covenant  and
congregation”(H.C. QA 74), which is confirmed or  signed and  sealed in baptism whereby they were
“received” or grafted (B.C.), and “incorporated” or inscribed into the church list. So public profession
of faith is not  becoming a member, but being admitted to the Lord's Supper. Profession of faith is
personally confessing what you learned from the Word of God. Its true character is that you not just
intellectually, but convincingly confess with your mouth what is believed in your heart (Rom 10:10).
This is expressed by the Christian church in its scriptural doctrine or teachings.

Initially, baptism followed the confession of faith (Acts 10:48). This is still the case with adult baptism.
In the early Christian church a ceremonial blessing had followed the confession and the baptism. When
baptism of children of believers became common place, the confession followed at a later date. By the
12th century,  the  confession  of  faith  fell  by the  wayside,  for  the  ceremonial  blessing  in  the  early
Christian church was replaced by the sacrament of 'confirmation'. The church believed that grace was
in a sacramental way passed on, whereby the Holy Spirit  would encourage and strengthen a bold,
personal confession of faith and conduct of life. Children were on occasion only interviewed on their
possible progress. The Roman catechism still teaches that in the sacrament of baptism one is not set
apart, but born again (purified), and with the sacrament of confirmation one is enabled to overcome sin
(empowered).

To  preserve  the  scriptural  purity  of  the  true  doctrine  of  salvation,  instruction in  this  doctrine  is
necessary. Ignorance is Satan's greatest tool to attract his followers. 

“My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). 
Calvin reminded us of the need of instruction in the truth (Psalm 78:1-9). In Proverbs we read, 

“Listen my son to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching (1:8)
“and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD” (16:20).
“Knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (Prov 9:10). 
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Calvin also added that such instruction must result in confession of faith (Rom 10). 
“Faith  comes  from  hearing  the  message  and  the  message  is  heard  through  the  word  of

Christ”(vs  17),  not  from a  sacrament  of  confirmation.  For  faith  does  not  miraculously follow the
administration of sacraments. In addition to parents and their parental school, Calvin  made the office-
bearers responsible for instruction. They were not only to test the knowledge of the children from time
to time, but they were also to teach them before admitting them to the table. 

Children need instruction to be convinced of their fellowship with God and His people and so become
fully aware of their role in God's covenant which was signified and sealed in their baptism. 

“And you (priests) must teach the Israelites all the decrees the LORD has given them through
Moses” (Lev 10:11; Deut 4;5 etc.). Overseers must be “able to teach” (1 Tim 3:2; 2 Tim 2:2). In that
way the children's conduct, conviction and confession of faith confirms God's calling made at their
baptism.

Therefore,  as  soon  as  the  doctrine  of  salvation  can be understood, public  profession  of  faith  is
expected.  For  there  is  only  one reason  why  baptized  children  cannot  attend  the  Lord's  Supper
celebration and that is the lack of knowledge or the inability to believe. For whoever has the right not to
believe or to doubt God's sealed promises of forgiveness and eternal life? Whoever dares to have the
Lord wait for the answer expected since baptism? Cultural differences over time may make it difficult
to suggest an age range, but 'adult non-communicant' members should not exist in a reformed church.
To  believe  means  to  trustingly and  without  a doubt know all  that  God  has  revealed  (Heidelberg
Catechism, QA 21), because without conviction faith is empty. So, the most important task of parents
and educators is to have church members believe “all that is promised us in the gospel which the
articles  of  our  catholic  and  undoubted  Christian faith teach us in  a summary” (QA 22).  You are
included in that membership, so you must also become convinced in your heart of all that is promised
in the gospel.

The content of that faith

The  early  Christian  church  adopted  the  summarized  teachings  and  confessions  as  expressed  in
universal creeds (credo = we believe). These are simple, direct, brief and solemn presentations of the
Christian faith.

 The Apostles' Creed – The church adopted this format in the 4 th century, for it reflected the
Apostles' teachings in twelve orderly arranged articles that start with the words “I believe”.
Newcomers indicated individually in this way that they also believed each one of these articles.

 The Nicene Creed - In opposition to Arianism (Nicea AD 325), these articles were developed
and adopted by the Council of Constantinople (AD 381), when the article of the Holy Spirit was
added.

 The Athanasian Creed - is a defense against Arius' denial of Christ's divinity. It surfaced around
AD 500. Augustine (AD 354-430) influenced the articles on the Divine Trinity (#3-28) and
based on council decisions, the articles of Christ's two natures (#29-41) were added in AD 451.

After the Great Reformation the churches adopted other summaries of scripture-based faith that they
have in common. These are known as The Three Forms of Unity,
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The Belgic Confession(1561) contains 37 articles written by Guido de Bres in defense against
Romish persecution and false accusations. It also shows the non-biblical beliefs of Anabaptists and
other revolutionaries. Adopted by Synods as one of the doctrinal standards of Reformed churches, these
articles deal with the doctrine of 

one God and His one Word (1-7)
the Triune God and His Creation (8-13)
man's creation, fall and rescue (14-17)
the Mediator's satisfaction of justice (18-26)
the Catholic Christian Church (27-32)
sign and seals of the covenant (33-35)
the civil government (36) 
Christ's final judgment (37)

The Heidelberg Catechism(1563) consists of 129 questions and answers divided into 52 parts
(Lord's Days). In a systematic way, this set-up instructs believers in the complete doctrine of salvation..
The questions are asked by a believer and not a curious outsider. They are formulated by a loving
teacher, a father figure, whose intention is to convince you of the truth. Translated from German, this
guide was adopted by Synods as a standard of faith to be explained in the Sunday afternoon services. It
deals with

    Our only comfort (LD 1)
(I) Our Sin and Misery, its knowledge, cause, and extent (LD 2-4)
(II) Our Deliverance, by Christ alone, in faith alone,

 the  Apostles  Creed; (LD  5-7);  our  Creation  (8-10);  our  Redemption  (11-19);
our Sanctification and our Justification (20-24); Word and Sacraments (25-31);

     (III) Our Thankfulness (32-52) that is The Ten Words (33-44) and Prayer (45-52).

The Canons of Dort (1619) addresses five major heresies against the Remonstrants, followers of
Arminius, a theological professor at Leyden, the Netherlands. This variety of statements by the Synod
upholds the Sc iptural truth and rejects heresies which had surfaced within the church about,

(I) Divine election and reprobation
(II)Man's redemption through Christ's death,
(III/IV) Man's corruption and conversion 
(V) The perseverance of the saints.

In brief,
The B.C. is a defense against persecution,

for it refutes false accusations from outside.
The H.C. is an instruction tool,

for it teaches the complete doctrine of salvation.
The CoD is a rejection of false doctrines,

for it denounces heresies that arose from within.

In the above summaries, the church confesses or repeats and echos the Word of God, the doctrine of the
Old and New Testament or the doctrine of salvation. Sanctified or set apart in Christ, all God's children
must be baptized and receive the sign and seal of His covenant. God promises forgiveness of sin with
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eternal  life  and  He  demands a  holy  and  blameless  life  (or  behaviour  that  befits  royal  children).
Therefore, children are to be instructed in this doctrine of salvation. This is the task of

the parents (Ex 13:14; Deut 6:6 and Eph 6:4)
the ministers of the Word and the elders (1 Peter 5:2; Matt 19:14) while
the children must confirm their calling in their confession and conduct as worthy citizens of His
kingdom.

The whole duty of man is to 
“Fear God and keep his commandments”(Eccl. 12:13).

Therefore, work on your salvation “with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and 
to act according to his good pleasure”(Phil 2:13).

“Be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you 
will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:10,11).

The congregation of that faith

Scripture shows that  God created man in his  likeness  and his  image,  that  is  in  righteousness  and
holiness. Man was to rule over all the earth and its creatures (Gen 1:26-28). They were also made a
little lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honour (Psalm 8:4-8; Heb 2:6-8). Anyone who
would take that life had to be put to death “for in the image of God has God made man”(Gen 9:6).

Man, however, loved himself more than his Maker. They abused their delegated authority, power and
kingship. They disobeyed their Creator and followed Satan, sin and Self.

“When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. He created them male and 
female and blessed them. And when they were created he called them 'man'. When Adam had   
lived 130 years, he had a son in his likeness, in his image, ...” (Gen 5:1-3). 

All people who came afterward , are just like Adam, unrighteous, unholy and born in sin. Only in Jesus
Christ and in His redemption will those, whom the father has chosen and called, regain their originally
granted status (Romans 8:28-30). Redeemed man will ultimately regain his kingship with Christ (Heb
2). All men are to put-off their old nature and as children of light, they are

“to put on the new self which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator”(Col. 
3:9,10), “to be like God in righteousness and holiness”(Eph. 4:24).

Satan had seemingly managed to place enmity between God and man. But praise and thanks be to God
for His love and faithfulness, because in spite of man's breach, the LORD maintained the covenant. He
spoke His Word of Life and so He restored the fellowship between God and man. He put the enmity
between the seed of man and Satan. Cain, however, rejected God's Word and believed in himself. He
pretended to follow his parental instructions by offering  “some of the fruit of the soil”, while Abel
offered the best of his flock. Their sacrifice offerings were their profession of faith. God showed His
displeasure with Cain's phony confession. Cain's feelings were hurt and he was perturbed. When God
confronted and warned him, he again did not listen. He planned revenge instead. He murdered his
brother. He turned his back towards the family of God, the church, and he joined the fellowship with
Satan (Gen 4).
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In Genesis 6,  the Bible  speaks of two kinds of people populating the earth.  They were called the
'children of God' and the 'children of man' or those who lived in fellowship with God and in enmity
with  Satan,  and those  who did  not.  People  live  in  darkness  or  in  the  light.  That  distinction  runs
throughout  history until  the present.  Therefore,  having  received believing parents,  is  a  wonderful
privilege.  They brought  you  to  church  where  your  baptism confirmed  God's  choice and  so  your
covenant relationship with God was signed and sealed. You received, as it were, your 'adoption papers'.
The LORD addressed you by name with His promise of Life and obligated you to believe. Also your
parents promised to instruct you and have you instructed in the doctrine of salvation “taught here in this
Christian  church”.  The  goal  of  that  training  is  that  you  truly  believe Gods  Word  and  also fully
acknowledge the covenant promises God made to you. Moreover, you are to declare that you love the
Lord God and desire to only serve Him. 

In the Dutch Form, the third question asks you to testify that it is your desire to love and serve God.
This shows that 'to love and to serve' cannot be separated. It is also more clear that in your “I do” you
resound the coming to life of the new nature as well as a joy, love and delight “to live according to the
will of God”(H.C. QA 90). Moreover, this is in line with what we confess, for example in QA 126, 

“we also find evidence of your grace in us that we are fully determined wholeheartedly to  
forgive our neighbour”. 

We forgive, because God forgives us, not vice versa. 
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world”(Romans 12:2), 

and put to death your old nature (QA 89).
“He has showed you, o man, what is good. And what does the LORD (the Covenant God),  
requireof you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8) 

God chose Abraham to be the father of his people, his nation or his church. God adopted also your
parents and their  offspring to be his covenant children (Matt 3:9). Together we confess “ I believe a
holy catholic Christian church”. The Belgic Confession echos God's Word when it states “We believe
and  profess  one  catholic  or  universal  church”,  for  the  LORD said  to  Abraham,  “...  through  your
offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me”(Gen 22:18; B.C. art.17).
We believe … a church. This flock is set apart since the beginning by the good Shepherd Himself (H.C.
QA 54). He brings this assembly together and they come together in an obedient response to His call.
We believe that  this  holy church,  this  assembly,  is  not  limited to  one nation,  one place or certain
individuals, but it is spread out over time and throughout the world. Therefore, it is not oversee-able,
but calling such the 'invisible' church creates separation. This is as odd as speaking about 'dry water'. In
accordance with Scripture, we believe that the church is joined and united with heart and will in one
and the same Spirit by the power of faith (B.C. art.27). We are to maintain the unity in accordance with
the Word of God (Heb 10:25). The church is, so to say, the placard that upholds the truth (1 Tim 3:15).

Although there may be pretenders among the people of God (only He knows them), the church, His
assembly or this body of Jesus Christ, is united in one and the same Spirit by the power of faith. It must
therefore be judged as a body to be either genuine or counterfeit (One rotten apple may pollute, but
does not make the bushel rotten unless it is tolerated to stay). We believe a church, because seeking
evidence from assessing individuals will be misleading. All members are struggling in faith and know
that it is not their church. It is Christ's church and you are included.

Jesus Christ assembles the church out of the whole human race. Therefore, that assembly is one that
governs itself only in accordance with the Word of God, for it is “built on the foundation of the apostles
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and prophets with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone” (Eph 2:20). Office-bearers preach the divine truth
and are to govern  on behalf of Christ. All members confess that only Jesus Christ is their Lord and
Saviour (1 John 4:2). We believe that they chase after righteousness, they love God and their neighbour.
And during their whole life they fight against selfish lusts and sinful deeds (B.C. art.29; Romans 6:2;
Galatians 5:17 and 24). We believe that even the holiest among them have weaknesses (versus Ana-
baptism) and self-examination with mutual discipline is necessary and commanded (versus Rome).

The apostle Paul explains that “everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way”(1Cor 14:40; see
also the Church Order). Calvin reasoned that the church has been delegated to exercise a three-fold,
spiritual power in relation to doctrine, legislation and jurisdiction, which is regulated and limited by the
Word of God (Calvin bk. IV, ch 8). So office-bearers are empowered to 

1. establish doctrine to maintain the truth (1 Tim 3:15):      The Three Forms of Unity.
2. prescribe rules to promote order (1 Cor 14:40):          The Church Order; etc.
3. administer justice to discipline members (Matt 18; 1 Cor 5:13):   The Liturgical Forms

Christ is our only Master (Matt 23:8). Office-bearers are to serve Him in maintaining the truth on earth.
They are to man the beachhead and to be leaders in proclaiming Christ's victory. Local consistories
govern on behalf of Christ. They are the only authority delegated by their Master. Broader assemblies
(classis and synods) are temporary bodies that may only deal with matters presented to them (C.O. art.
30). As a federation, the churches consent to assist, watch and care for each other in order to maintain
the truth on earth. Therefore they bound themselves to agreed-upon rules that promote and preserve
harmony, unity and peace in subjection to the Word of God. No church and no office-bearer shall rule
over another (art.74).

This Church Order deals with
1.-Offices and Supervision of Doctrine (art. 2-28)
2.-Assemblies (art.29-51)
3.-Worship, Sacraments and Ceremonies (art.52-65)
4.-Christian Discipline (art. 66-76).

These guidelines can be helpful in keeping the churches from deformation, for they mainly deal with
the standards of true churches (see art. 29).

Your role in the faith community

So far it has become clear that, in accordance with the Scriptures, the church is the locally established
institute governed by office-bearers under Christ, the only Master. The responsibility of the church is
that the truth, the content of faith, or the doctrine of salvation is preserved, proclaimed and propagated
on earth (cf. Ps. 147:20). You are part of that work and so you are also expected to be involved in that
responsibility. The question is not what does the church do for you, but what can you do for the church,
God's chosen people and his holy nation. Confessing faith is constantly saying 'Amen' to the revealed
Word of God, and the doctrine of salvation. Therefore, you are also to preserve and to propagate it. 

In the church, Christ works with his Word and Spirit to gather, defend and preserve his church. Those
who believe are to be living stones (1 Peter 2:5,6; H.C.QA 54,55). They are to be fellow-workers with
Christ who is turning the Father's plan into reality, “walk before me and be blameless” (Gen 17:1). He
brings His Bride closer to
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himself. His Word is living and powerful, for it is the tool of the Holy Spirit whereby the Son of God
prepares His Bride. It is also the tool whereby the Spirit has believers share in all the Lord's treasures
and gifts that includes your faith (Eph 2:8). And so you too will share your gifts to the benefit of the
community (H.C.QA 55), for you too are a kingdom worker with Christ. You too are to assist others
and warn them when they are in danger of giving in to temptations of the flesh and heresies. “Let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds”(Heb10:24).

In all church work we see that God the Father is working out and realizing His providential election.
How terrible is it then to neglect or ignore this work, even for a moment. How often do believers not
day dream in church or skip a church service? It is in a worship service that that work of the Triune
God  is  going  on.  It  is  there  that,  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  and  the  administration  of  the
sacraments, the Spirit works in the hearts of those who believe (QA 65). Therefore, 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another –and all the more as you see the (final) Day approaching”(Heb 10:25). 

Through the weekly proclamation of the Word,  the Spirit  prepares,  protects  and preserves you for
eternal life. It is a privilege to be fellow workers in his kingdom. We are mature and not like infants,
who do not know what's what. 

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that 
is, Christ”. (Eph 4:12-16). 

Do so in word and deed, in doctrine and conduct.

Accepting one's own role of discipline 

As a mature member of Christ and of His people, you naturally participate in activities that promote the
well-being of the congregation. You use your God-given talents and gifts “for the benefit and well-
being of the other members”(QA55). This includes your role in discipline. Not only will you take to
heart the warnings by others, but you are also responsible for their way of life.

At your public profession of faith you resolved that as a living member you commit your whole life to
the Lord's service. To maintain your resolve, you also promised to submit yourself to the discipline of
the  church  in  case  you  yourself  slide  off-track.  All  discipline,  including  the  ultimate  remedy  of
excommunication, is an expression of love, (Prov 3:11,12), 

“because the Lord disciplines those he loves and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son”
(Heb 12:6). Nurture of children or plants includes punishments or pruning, for that promotes positive
results. 

“God disciplines us for our good that we may share in his holiness”, because “it produces a  
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it”. (vs 10,11; see also 
H.C. Lord's Day 10).

The reformed churches follow this scriptural rule, 
“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault. If he listens to you, you have won 
your brother over. … If he refuses to listen tell it to the church” (Matt 18:15-18). 

This  clearly shows that  discipline is  not  just  a  matter  for the elders.  You also are  responsible  for
preventing church deformation and for keeping each member safe and sound in doctrine and conduct.
Those who are delinquent in doctrine and conduct must be admonished and if they refuse to listen to 
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also the admonitions of office-bearers, they must be warned and be disciplined. When they persist in
their error they are to be excluded, for they have 'broken the covenant', so 

“purge the evil from among you”(Matt 16:19; John 20:21-23; H.C. LD 31,32; see also Deut  
21:18-21 and compare with Gen 17:14; Ex 31:14; Numbers 15:30,31 and 1 Cor 5).

The church is duty-bound to judge the doctrine and conduct of those who belong to the congregation,
for God will judge those who are outside. 

“Expel the wicked from among you” (1 Cor. 5:12,13). Excommunication can never be used to
remove a difficult member. Excommunication becomes only necessary when the person persistently
and obstinately  refuses to  repent  from sin against  one or  more of the ten commandments.  This  is
required 

 to keep the Name of the Lord holy, 
 to keep the flock free from evil infiltration and 
 to save the sinner from perdition.

Reformed churches follow biblical rules, for Christ is the only Master (Matt 23:8; Church Order, art.66
etc.). The church of Rome determined that a private confession of sin before a priest constitutes true
repentance along with whatever he tells sinners to do. Being burdened by numerous non-scriptural
regulations in the Romish church  led the Anabaptists not to be bound by any rules.

Persevering in your faith 

Already in the days of the early christian church, the profession of faith was followed by an assurance
of God's  rich promises.  As mentioned at  the beginning, a gradual deformation had resulted in the
institution of the 'confirmation' sacrament. It was believed to augment baptismal grace and lead to a
sanctifying life and conduct. Profession of faith was therefore no longer called for.

Confessing faith, however, is a response to God's baptismal promises. In your answer to His call, you
readily and gladly accept in faith  not only His promises, but  also your obligations. At your baptism,
your Covenant God promised forgiveness of sin and eternal life. In public profession of faith, you
responded and  promised to continue in the churches' doctrine of salvation, to seek life only in Jesus
Christ,  to  love  and serve Him all  your  life  and to  submit  yourself  to  the  discipline of  His  Word.
However, can you keep your word? Are you able to fulfill your promises?How? And what happens
when circumstances change?Before you even had a chance to formulate such thoughts after your “I
do”, the Lord's blessing was pronounced, with or without a raised hand by the minister. This blessing is
taken from 1 Peter 5:10 and 11, 

“The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 
little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the  
power for ever and ever. Amen.”.

What is the meaning of the line,“after you have suffered a little while”? Suffering is directly linked to
God's call (at baptism) and your confession. For Christ's sake you are to suffer with him unless you do
not daily live in faith. This suffering for Christ's sake will affect everyone in different ways, but you can
be sure that it will come. It may reveal itself when your superiors, colleagues and even fellow believers,
ignore you, belittle or abuse you for your beliefs and convictions. They may exclude you when you 
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refuse to set aside your faith and resist to join their attitudes, culture and customs. They may begin to
hate  you.  This  can  result  in  denial  of  a  job,  a  promotion  or  a  business  deal.  It  can  also  lead  to
persecution or torture in one way or another, and even death. However, lets not forget that this suffering
is brief. It is only a short interlude in the refinement of your faith like the refining of gold in a hot oven.

Moreover, your “I do”is not a one time event, but only a beginning of a life in faithful conduct. You
must go on “from strength to strength till each appears before God in Zion”(Psalm 84:7). Blessed is the
one who trusts in Him, for whatever the God of grace asks of you, he also gives. He called you and

“He will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast”.

He will  restore you, that is, He makes you ready for the trip. On your way to perfection, He
grants  you supplies,  weaponry and ability to  fight.  In  trusting  the  Lord,  you  will  lack  nothing to
overcome whatever obstacle you meet.

He will make you strong means that in faith nothing will cause you to totter, stagger or stumble.
You will  instead  be  confident,  grow in faith  and you'll  be  increasingly more  certain  of  what  you
believe. Through suffering, you will not doubt, but you'll stand more secure in the doctrine of salvation
than ever before (James 1:3-6).

And He will make you firm, that is resolute, convinced and immovable. Faced with persecution,
you will be given energy not only to vigorously, but also joyfully go on in faith. Under the attacks of
the antichrist,  your resolve is confirmed, settled or ratified and you will be more than a conqueror
(Romans 8:37).

He will also make you steadfast when the need arises. In standing up for the truth of the gospel,
your foundation will prove to be solid, reliable and well established. The certainty of faith is the Word
of God and nothing else. You'll never be ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God to live in
righteousness (Romans 1:16,17).

With this elaborate blessing, you can and will complete your journey or your marathon of life, for
God's grace is unlimited. You may be confident that God's calling is confirmed in your confession and
conduct, because He completes what He started (Phil 1:6). “To him be the power for ever and ever”.
That is abundantly conspicuous, clear and certain, Amen.

We believe and confess that regeneration by Word and Holy Spirit means living a renewed life.  That
means  free from slavery to sin, for sin is always nearby in this life. Sin and shortcomings cleave to
even the best of the believers and even their good works. This gives reason to humble ourselves, to flee
to Christ, to pray and to strive for perfection until we are free from this body of sin (Phil 3:10,11). For
God preserves us in his grace. “God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear”(1 Cor 10:13). He will not permit his chosen ones to fall into eternal ruin. 

“God made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you 
have been saved” (Eph 2:5). 

By his Word and Spirit he renews us to repentance. His promises will not fail,  His call cannot be
revoked. The certainty of faith is just a word. It is the Word of God that did not come by the impulse of
man (2 Peter 1:21). Faith is a gift of God for it is “instilled and infused”, for God 

“brings about both the will to believe and the act of believing according to his good purpose” 
(Phil 2:13; also see CoD V art.1-15).

A Baptist does not believe that baptism is a sign and seal of God's covenant promises. Therefore, child 
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baptism is then no more than a 'christening' or a formal name-giving. To a baptist, 'baptism' confirms
what God has done in him rather than what God is doing. Scripture teaches that baptism seals God's
choice and covenant promises. It does not seal man's choice or his faith. The heresy of Anabaptism is,
therefore, that the perseverance of faith is not a gift, but a condition to earn eternal life. We confess that
“It is God who justifies” and Christ who intercedes for us (Romans 8:32-35). It is not man's will that
decides to persevere, for it is God who calls and He is faithful. He “will keep you strong to the end”(1
Cor 1:8,9). Believers may stumble, but not fall from grace, for the Lord said “...they shall never perish;
no one can snatch them out  of  my hand” or  my Father's  hand.  “I  and the  Father  are  one”  (John
10:28,29) and anyone born of God “the evil cannot harm him” (1 John 5:18). We do not doubt, for we
shall see him as he is (1 John 3:2,3; CoD chapter V, Rejection of Errors).

“The doctrine 
of the perseverance of true believers and saints, 

and their assurance of it, 
God had most abundantly revealed in his Word

for the glory of his name and 
for the consolation of the godly, 

and he impresses it on the hearts of believers. 
It is something which the flesh does not understand, 

Satan hates, the world ridicules, 
the ignorant and the hypocrites abuse, 

and the heretics attack”.(CoD ch.V, art.15).

God himself  will  see  to  it  that  his  church  will  continue  to  love  and  defend  this  doctrine  (Psalm
33:10,11) “To this God alone, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be honour and glory forever”(art.15).

In His incomprehensible wisdom and grace, God grants us the privilege to hear and see the work of
Word  and  Spirit  especially  when  believers  are  together  in  the  weekly  public  prayer,  praise  and
thanksgiving. He is your Creator and your Redeemer (Isaiah 48:17). Acknowledging Him for what He
really is, as revealed in His Word and Work, causes the gift of faith to be grasped by both hands and
intellect. For what reason could there ever be to refuse, ignore or reject it, unless you turn back to your
natural Self  in the image and likeness of Adam. Even while facing brief sufferings, you are on your
way to the eternal glory. Therefore, take courage, study his Word and drink eagerly from that well of
living water. To him be the power and the glory for ever and forever (Romans 11:36 and 1 Peter 5:11).

“And this is my prayer:
that your love may abound more and more

in knowledge and depth of insight
so that you may be able to discern what is best

and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness

that comes through Jesus Christ 
- to the glory and praise of God.

(1 Phil 1:9-11)
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