
THE  COVENANT -PROGRESSIVE  COVENANT   REVELATION
(God's counsel realized in the history of salvation)
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Introduction
There is only one God, who is simple or singular and not compound. He is spiritual, limitless

and the “overflowing fountain of all good” or of all blessings (Belgic Confession art.1).
“There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one hope when you were called – 
one head, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and 
in all” (Eph 4:4-6).
“For there is one God and one mediator … the man Jesus Christ” (1 Tim 2:5).

So there is then also one message, one law, one gospel and one covenant throughout history.
God's  divine nature and eternal power is clearly known in creation or shown in our natural

environment, “so that men are without excuse” (Rom 1:20). But to His glory and to the salvation of
men, God is also known from His self-revealing, holy and divine Word. In His special care and to the
praise of the LORD, this Word of God has been put in writing as He commanded for the benefit of those
who are as yet to be born or to be re-born (Psalm 102:18).

Perfect Covenant Fellowship
The concept or idea of a covenant did not only come into being after the Fall, the Flood or the

Exodus. It was part of God's eternal Counsel from the very beginning.
“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Gen 1:31).
“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight” 
(Ephesians 4:24).
“He (Christ) was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for
your sake” (1 Peter 1:20).

In Scripture, the term covenant is first used when God addressed Noah before the flood (Gen 6:18). The
concept and the content of a covenant between God and man, as well as among mankind, was already
present from the very beginning of history. We read in Genesis 6:5, that the LORD saw how great man's
wickedness had become. Like Adam, they broke the covenant (compare Hosea 6:7). Noah, however,
was a righteous, blameless man who walked with God and who found favour (grace) in the eyes of the
LORD. Noah lived his faith like Adam who 'walked with God' in the garden of Eden before the Fall
(Gen 3:8). The very nature of the relationship between man and his Maker, describes the covenant. The
statement, “But I will establish my covenant with you ...” is therefore a confirmation of the covenant
that already existed between the Creator and all His obedient creatures.

When the Bible relates the beginning of man's history (Genesis 2:4), the Creator of the universe 
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is referred to as the LORD God, JaHWeH, that is the all powerful covenant God. He had made man His
image bearer, His representative. Mankind was created to be capable of  knowing God, of loving Him
and of praising and glorifying Him. Adam and Eve were to have dominion over everything around
them. God gave them a mandate to guard and till the garden (Gen.2:15), with a promise of life and a
demand to show covenant faithfulness. They were to respect, reflect and glorify their covenant God.
They were also told that failing to do so would consequently mean that God would keep his promised
threat of death as well. The promises of blessings and wrath or of life and death were conditional upon
their  responsible  decision  to  believe  or  disbelieve,  and  to  obey or  disobey.  They were  created  as
responsible beings  who had to  maintain the appropriate  relationship between Creator  and creature.
From the very beginning, living in faith and obedience meant to totally rely in hope and love on Him
alone and not to rely in the least on their own wits. Living independently from God, and therefore in
disobedience, meant being left on their own or without their Creator and consequently certain death.
They were  able to choose either life (living with God) or death (living without God) (compare Deut
30:15-20). One covenant for all times.

Covenant Breach and Restoration
The sign of that two-part covenant-relation were two trees in the center of the garden. They

could eat from the tree of life and live forever (Gen 3:22), but they were not to eat from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. Such knowledge belonged only to their Creator. Eating from that tree was
disobedience, an attempt to be like Him and a violation of the covenant or a breach of their relationship
with Him (Eccl 5:2). Man was to live by grace, which meant, that they were to acknowledge God in
everything and be accountable to Him in their total dependence on Him. Only He hears, sees and knows
good and evil. 

However, instead of honouring their Maker in doing 'good', man dishonoured Him in doing 'evil'
by eating from that forbidden tree. Instead of gaining wisdom (Gen 3:6), and in spite of having been
made a little lower than the heavenly beings (Psalm 8), mankind lost everything by disobedience, for we
read that “they have altogether become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one” (Psalm
14:3).  They breached the covenant;  they violated the perfect  fellowship with  the  LORD, and they
dishonoured their Creator.

When mankind's representative violated the covenant of his Creator, the relationship did not end
and neither did God's faithfulness, for we read, “... the LORD God called to the man, 'Where are you?'
“. (Gen.3:9). 

The plans of the Almighty LORD always come to fruition, with or without man's cooperation
and even in spite  of it.  God  maintains His covenant  and  reveals His grace and righteousness.  The
consequences of man's sin are spelled out, for the LORD is just (Gen 3:16-18). He is also merciful
because by His spoken Word the enmity between man and his Maker was immediately placed between
mankind and Satan. In mercy, man's friendship with the Serpent was instantly changed into enmity. To
man's blessing, the promised seed, the Messiah, will crush Satan's head (Gen 3:15).

Covenant Deterioration and Renewal
God maintained the covenant relationship with His creatures. Man's first offspring, however,

violated that relationship by choosing to join Satan and then by confirming his choice when he killed
his brother.  Eve is  referred to as the 'mother  of all  living',  including the seed of serpent,  for Cain
became, so to speak, the father of that seed. In Genesis 6:1,2 we read,

“When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons 
of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.”

Mankind did not live in dependence of their Maker and rely on Him to choose their life's partners as He 
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did before, for “he brought her to the man” (Gen 1:22). Man's wickedness pained the LORD so much
that He decided to wipe mankind and the other creatures from the face of the earth, “But Noah found
favor in the eyes of the LORD”(vs 8). Noah was a righteous man who had chosen life, for with his
family he lived with God. Everyone else had chosen death, for the whole earth had become corrupt
(Gen 6:8-12). God kept and renewed His covenant in spite of man's disobedience. The LORD is faithful
and His purpose always prevails (Prov 19:21). The Bible speaks repeatedly of “My covenant”, for it is
His plan which He reveals, confirms and ratifies in the history of salvation. 

In His covenant, God had made man the obligatory, responsible partner. As He did later with
Abraham (Gen 19), the LORD revealed also to Noah His plans to punish unbelievers. He told Noah that
He was going to destroy mankind and the earth. All of life was to be wiped out, but Noah was to build
an ark (Gen 6:13-17). Disobedience means death and destruction also now for Noah and his family. The
LORD God fulfilled His promised threat of destruction for disobedience. The whole world was affected
by mankind's sin, for its representative had also been made responsible for  everything in his charge.
After all, he did 

“rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over livestock, and over all the earth,and  
over all the creatures that move along the ground” (Gen 1:26).

The consequence of disobedience is that  both the creatures and the earth were to be destroyed (Gen
6:13). In faith Noah built the ark. His obedience resulted in God locking him up with his family for a
whole year along with pairs of wild animals, livestock and birds. In this way God secured man's exodus.
He saved mankind and the earth from total destruction as He had revealed to Noah.

“Everything  on  earth  will  perish.  But  I  will  establish  (prove,  enact,  secure)  my covenant  
with you …,(and the animals) to keep them alive with you”(Gen 6:18,19).

The covenant people lost everything they had accomplished or possessed. They needed to start all over
again. In hope, Lamech, the Sethite, had prophesied, naming his son

“Noah and said, 'he will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the  
ground the LORD has cursed' ” (Gen 5:29).

Believers live in hope, for it is Jesus Christ who restores all things. When man followed Satan, they had
thrown creation off kilter and taken along all that was in their charge on the road to destruction. But it is
the 'second man' who redeems them all as well as creation itself.

“ … the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth right up to the present time” (Romans 8:21,22).

God called man and beast to come out of the ark and God blessed them, saying to them as before to
Adam and Eve (Gen 1:28),  “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth” (Gen 9:1,7). 
The LORD also said that the 'seasons' would never again be interrupted (Gen 8:22). In accordance with
God's Word, the threat of wild animals was reduced, because from then on all the animals will live in
fear and dread of mankind (Gen 9:2). Moreover, the animals were given to mankind as food with added
stipulations, for

“Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything” (vs 3).
The original mandate of the covenant stayed as valid as before. The LORD had destroyed the perfection
of creation, and life on earth had been exterminated due to man's disobedience displayed for many
centuries. Therefore, at this time God's covenant with Noah and his seed included “every living creature
that was with” him in the ark(Gen 9:10). It was an everlasting covenant and Noah was to start all over
again on a cleansed earth, but under the persisting presence of the dark cloud of sin. Then this promise
was added to the covenant with Noah, which embraced 'every living creature', 

“Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood to destroy the earth” (9:11).
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Also as a reminder to Himself, the LORD appointed the rainbow as the sign of this promise to never
again drown all life on earth. Not God's wrath, but His grace is shown. When threatening clouds appear,
raindrops reflect sunlight and show the LORD's glory in the form of a rainbow (compare Ez.1:28; Rev
4:3).

A few centuries after Noah, mankind chose not to 'fill the earth' as mandated, (Gen1:28; 9:1), but
instead to 'unite for might'. Their united resistance against God turned out to be futile when they tried to
complete a monument to their  own honour and glory.  The LORD confused their  language,  for He
always reaches His goal and accomplishes what he plans. Mankind had refused to spread out over the
earth, so God Himself “scattered them over the face of the whole earth” (Gen 11:8). They still did not
repent but established their own separate nations and independent from the LORD. Nevertheless, the
LORD “let the nations go their own way” (Acts 14:16) and “gave them over to a depraved mind, to do
what ought not to be done” (Rom 1:28). In His love of His creation, however, the LORD established a
nation for Himself; a nation that was to be a blessing to all the earth in praising Him and glorifying His
Holy Name.

Covenant Distinction and Ratification
A few decades after Noah had died, the LORD called Abram with a direct order for an exodus

from his country, relatives and family. The LORD added promised blessings of nationhood, greatness
and of being a blessing to the whole world (Gen.12:1,2,3; four times: “I will …). 

“The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel 
in advance to Abraham: 'All nations will be blessed through you'” (Gal 3:8).

By faith Abram left without knowing where to go (Heb 11:8). When he arrived at the approximate
center of the Canaan country, at Shechem near Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, ( see Gen.33:18 ff. Joshua 24
and 1 Kings 12), the LORD said, as it were, look around and then He revealed, 

“To your offspring I will give this land” (Gen 12:7).
After Melchizedek blessed him, the LORD also revealed that Abram's direct descendants would be as
numerous as the stars for Abram would not remain childless.

“Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. He also said to him 'I am
the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession 
of it” (Gen 15:6,7).

Upon Abram's request, the LORD sealed these promises with a formal covenant ceremony (compare
Jer. 34:18,19). He also revealed to Abram that his descendants would first be mistreated and enslaved in
a strange country before returning in the fourth generation (century/lifetime) (Gen 15:16). At that time,
Abram was in his mid eighties and the Canaanites were not yet ready for destruction. Unknowingly,
they were to prepare the land for the Israelites with cities and vineyards (Joshua 24:13).

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD reaffirmed and sealed His covenant with
him. He appeared to His servant as the Almighty and all-powerful God and said, 

“I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless” (Gen 17:1).
All those chosen from before creation are to live that way (Eph 4:24). Then the Almighty God reaffirms
his promise that Abraham's descendants will  be fruitful and possess the land where he is  an alien.
Moreover  he  will  also  be the  father  of  many nations  {The Midianites  (25:2),  Ishmaelites  (vs  12),
Edomites and Israelites (Gen 36:31) as well as the Christian multitudes (Rom 4:16,17)}.

God also stipulated that this everlasting covenant was to be kept by all generations (Gen.17:9-
14). To seal the covenant, the LORD Almighty chose male circumcision as the sign, condition and duty
of all covenant people,
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“Anyone …, who has not been circumcised in the flesh,will be cut off from his people; he has 
broken my covenant” (Gen 17:14).

On that very day Abraham took … every male in his household, and circumcised them (Gen 17:23).

Although this  covenant is initiated by God, and so one-sided in its  origin,  it  is  a two-sided
partnership. Abraham and his seed are duty-bound and obliged to keep the covenant between man and
his Maker. The sign of circumcision on the eighth day, distinguished Abraham's descendants from all
other nations. Abraham's son by Hagar, Ishmael, would also be blessed as promised with an increase in
numbers, nationhood and having twelve rulers (Gen 25:12-18). 

The LORD revealed, however, that the promised seed and His everlasting covenant would be
established with Isaac,  “whom Sarah will  bear” (Gen 17:21).  His birth  was announced twice (Gen
18:10). This son of the free woman was born as the result of a  promise (Gal 4:23). Only later it is
explained  by the  Apostle  Paul  that  the  children  of  the  promise are  regarded  as  Abraham's  actual
offspring (Rom 9:8), and those who believe are children of Abraham (Gal 3:7).

After Lot separated from Abraham's household, Isaac was born. Although his parents had been
too old to bear children, Abraham was, by the instrument of faith (Heb 11:11),

“enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise”.
Then Sarah confessed that ,

“God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me” (Gen 
21:6).

When Sarah died, Abraham still did not own any real estate in the land God had promised more than
three  decades  earlier.  So he  bought  some treed  acreage  with  a  burial  cave  from the  Hittites  (Gen
23:17,18). His concubine or second wife Keturah gave him six more sons (1 Chron 1:32), but these
covenant  children  were  given  gifts  and  sent  away  from Isaac  to  the  East,  to  Abraham's  original
homeland, the land of the Chaldeans. His grandsons, Esau and Jacob, were fifteen years old when his
sons Ishmael and Isaac buried Abraham next to Sarah (Gen 25).

Covenant Confirmation and Continuation
“After Abraham's death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived near Beer Lahai Roi”, (the 
God who sees me; Gen.25:11).

During a famine, Isaac went to Gerar and considered to go to Egypt as his father had done. Then the
LORD appeared to Isaac and told him not to go. He also  confirmed the covenant that He had made
under oath with Abraham. Isaac's descendants would indeed be as numerous as the stars and possess the
promised land he lived in as an alien(Gen 26: 3-6). Isaac and his offspring were to be God's nation on
earth for the benefit of the whole world (Gen 12:3) and to God's glory (1 Peter 2:9) fulfilling Genesis
3:15. The reason for it all is,

“because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my  
laws”(Gen 26:5).

Like his father, Isaac also lived in full dependence on God, looking forward in hope to the Day of the
Lord (compare Hebrew 11:13-16). For twenty years he prayed for his wife to bear children and then
God gave them twins, Esau and Jacob. Before they were born, the LORD had said to Rebekah that she
would give birth to two separate peoples (Gen 25:23). The one would be stronger than the other and the
older  would serve the younger.  Jacob,  the younger,  seemed anxious  to  see the prophesy fulfilled.  

Apparently Jacob tried to help the prophesy along when an opportunity arose. It happened when
Esau was famished, Jacob traded his red stew for Esau's birthright,

“So Esau despised his birthright” (Gen 25:34).
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God's covenant had set the family apart from unbelievers. However, when Esau was forty years
old, he married two Hittite girls, which were a source of grief to his parents. He had not only rejected
his father's faith, but also the promised seed and salvation. Jacob was sent to their relatives in Haran to
find a wife there. Then Esau took another wife, also a 'relative', a daughter of Ishmael, but Esau refused
to live as his father in fear and dependence of God. He believed in his own strength as prophesied in the
blessing his father Isaac had pronounced. (Gen 27:37-40; Mal 1:2-5; Heb11:20).

Twice did the LORD confirm His covenant with Jacob. The first time was when Jacob was about
to  leave the land of promise and join his relatives in Haran. In a dream the LORD spoke to him and
confirmed the promises given to Abraham and Isaac. This land was indeed to belong to his descendants.
They would be numerous like dust and spread in every direction from there. Moreover, 

“All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring”(Gen 28:14).
The LORD assured Jacob that He would be with him, watch over him, bring him back and not leave
him until God had done what He promised. Jacob called that place Bethel (gate of heaven; Gen 28:19;
35:15). It lies 20 km south of Shechem or near the center of the country where Abraham had arrived
from Haran and where God had identified the promised land (Gen 12:7).

Thirty years later, when Jacob returned to Bethel, God appeared to him again and blessed him.
At that time, the LORD also changed his name to Israel, the 'struggler' (Gen 32:28; 35:10).

“And God said to him, 'I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a 
community of nations will come from you, and kings will come from your body. The land I gave
to Abraham and Isaac I also give to your descendants after you'” (Gen 35:11,12).

The LORD'S covenant revelations to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob confirmed its  continuation and God's
faithfulness. Moses, as well as the Apostles, refer to God Almighty as the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. When Jacob returned to Canaan from Paddan Aram, God had encouraged him at the border by
showing him a camp 'of the angels of God' (Gen 32:1). About thirty years later, he took his family to
Joseph in Egypt. Before leaving the promised land again, Jacob offered sacrifices to “the God of his
father Isaac”. Then God spoke to him again and assured him that He would make him into a great
nation.

“I will go down into Egypt with you and bring you back again” (Gen 46:4).
The LORD had already said to Abraham that his descendants would first serve as slaves for 400 years
before  possessing  the  promised land  (Gen  15:13-16).  After  about  seventeen  years  in  Egypt,  Jacob
foresaw and prophesied about the future of each of the twelve tribes in Israel and he blessed them (Gen
49). He had adopted the two sons of Joseph as his own and so Joseph received the double portion due to
a firstborn. Reuben had lost that right (Gen 49:4; 35:22). Joseph ruled Egypt for another fifty-four years
after the death of Jacob, who was buried in the family plot near Mamre in Canaan (Gen 49:30). Before
Joseph died, he reminded his relatives that God would certainly

“come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob”(Gen 50:24).

Covenant Proclamation and Solemnization
When God called him by name from the burning bush (Ex 3), Moses answered as a true servant, like
Abraham (Gen 22:1), “Here I am” (Ex 3:4). God identified Himself as “the God of your father”, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He told Moses to proclaim His plans to the Israelites, for He was
about to rescue them and bring them to the promised land. To convince him that He was indeed the
covenant LORD, who is sending him, Moses was given this assurance: “you will worship God on this
mountain” (Gen 3:12) and, “This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM' has sent me to you”. 

After  the  ten  plagues  on  Egypt,  the  Israelites  were  given  gifts  and  urged  to  leave.  They
plundered the Egyptians (Ex 12:33-36). At Mt Sinai the LORD instructs Moses to prepare the people to 
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meet their covenant LORD. He is to tell the house of Jacob and the Israelites that they had witnessed
their rescue from slavery. Now, if they fully obey God and keep His covenant, they will be a kingdom of
priests, a holy nation (Ex 19:3-6). The relationship of man and his Maker is being restored, but only
through Christ's  sacrifice will  a  full restoration become a fact  (1 Peter  2:9-12).  Through Christ  all
believers are made kings and priests (Rev 1:6), who may serve in his immediate presence. He bought
the church of God by His own blood (Acts 20:28).

Firm stands his word to Abraham spoken,
 his oath to Isaac, never broken. 

His everlasting covenant the LORD our God will not recant.
He promised Isr'el, 

“You I'll give the land where you as heirs may live.”
(Psalm 105, stanza 4, BoP.)

Out of the thick darkness surrounding the fiery mountain, God specifies the way His holy nation
is to follow (Ex 20-31). They are to “walk before me and be blameless” (Gen 17:1) Rescued from sin
and Satan, and by faith in the promised Seed, they are

“to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph 4:24).

To show thankfulness for their rescue, the people Israel are given rules to live holy, blameless
lives. The Ten Words of the Covenant or the Ten Commandments form the core of these laws. They are
a proclamation of the terms of the covenant treaty between man, the creature, and his Maker (Ex 20:1-
17). These terms include blessings (vs 6,12) and curses (vs 5,7), promises and threats. 

This  is  followed  by the  “Book  of  the  Covenant”  (Ex  20:22  -  23:33),  to  which  the  people
responded with a resounding 'yes',  “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey” (Ex
24:7). In expounding the Ten Words, the 'Book of the Covenant' gives stipulations or prescriptions with
respect to - public worship (Ex 20:22-26); 

- the rights of Hebrew slaves (Ex 21:1-11); 
- living with neighbours (Ex 21:12- 22:17); 
- dealing with witchcraft, bestiality and idolatry (vs 18-20); 
- protecting the underprivileged (vs 21-27); 
- honouring God and civil authorities, tithes and unclean food (28-31); 
- maintain justice (Ex 23:1-12) and 
- observance of the sabbath (vs 31-33). 

In brief,  it  is  all  about  how to love God and the neighbour and so fulfill  the law (Luke 10:26,27;
Heidelberg Catechism Lord's Day 2; 34). The word of God “judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart”(Heb 4:12; Deut 6:5; Luke 19:18).  Cain had been warned to  master his  natural desires (Gen
4:6,7), for Satan just loved to get a hold of him. Contrary to the natural inclinations, God's people must
no longer serve themselves, sin and Satan, but they must love God and the neighbour from the heart
(L.D.2).

“My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways” (Prov 23:26).

The Ten Covenant Words show that God's people are to LOVE
1. God's person … and not self-created substitutes 
2. God's service ... and not self-willed worship
3. God's name  …. and not self-glorification
4. God's sabbath ... and not self-pleasing activities
5. God's authority ... and not self-righteousness *
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6. The neighbour's life ... and not self-superiority
7. The neighbour's wife ... and not self-gratification
8. The neighbour's possessions... and not self-enrichment
9. The neighbour's reputation ... and not self-promotion
10. The neighbour's rights ... and not self-fulfillment

(*'Tradition'  divides  the  one  Word  to  “love  God  and  neighbour”  not into  two  parts  of  five but  into  4  and  6
commandments. How to live in relation to God, however, includes the fifth commandment. It is about God's authority
which is also the basis of the duties we owe our neighbour or those who have the 'God-given' authority. (compare
L.D.39). Our English Catechism no longer has two “tables” as in the Dutch, but it now correctly speaks of two parts of
the law (L.D.34) 'Tables' or 'tablets' was based on the understanding of scripture references to the “two tablets of the
Testimony” (e.g. Deut 9). However, since the findings of the scrolls in the late 1940's, the proper understanding is that 
the two 'tablets' more likely refer to the two copies of the same law, one copy for each covenant partner. The Holy
Scripture does not show the 'traditional division' of the Ten Words into 4 and 6, nor a division of 5 and 5).

Believing that God answers the prayers of His servants, David prays for mercy and protection
(Psalm 86). But he also prays for godliness, when he asks (vs 11),

“give me an undivided heart that I may fear your name”. 
And that is always what the LORD desires (Jer 24:7), namely, total dedication to man's Maker, with his
whole heart and soul. Sacrifices only point forward to Christ's ultimate offering on the cross. For the
LORD said to have “no pleasure in the blood” of animals (Isa 1:11), but, as confessed in Psalm 51:17,

“a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise”.

At the end of the 'Book of the Covenant' we find a triple reminder to observe the Sabbath or face
death. (Ex 31:12-17). The Sabbath is identified as the sign of the covenant (vs 13,17). The provision of
manna in the desert gave God's people a 'show and tell' lesson for forty years to observe the Sabbath
even during the building of the tabernacle. For all times, this sign serves to keep alive the knowledge
that it is God the LORD who sets apart his people and who makes them holy. The Sabbath, as sign of
the covenant, was instituted already at creation for “God blessed the seventh day and made it holy”.
Through Moses, it is now identified as such.

“It will be a sign between me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am 
the LORD, who makes you holy” (vs 13; see also Ezech. 20:12, 20 et al).“Be holy because I am 
holy”(1Peter 1:16).
“You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its  
coming” (2 Peter 3:11,12).

After  the  Book  of  the  Covenant,  the  LORD reveals  other  rules  and  regulations  as  well  as
ceremonial laws to  foreshadow the coming of the Messiah. The Book of Deuteronomy gives further
details of the Ten Words. God also provided prophets throughout Israel's history to remind and teach the
people. Sacrifices or the shedding of blood are the displayed,  visual lessons of God's covenant grace.
With His death and resurrection, these ceremonial laws are no longer necessary, for the Lord Jesus, the
perfect  Lamb, fulfilled them (Matt 5:17) and so they have become null and void. However, they are
still valuable for our instruction, because “their truth and substance remain for us in Jesus Christ, in
whom they have been fulfilled” (Belgic Confession art.25).

On their way to the promised land, God's people soon turned to serving Him in their own chosen
way by bowing down before a golden calf and sacrificing to it. Like Adam, they failed to carefully
listen only to the Word of God. Again, in self-righteousness like the rest of the world, they listened to
the Self, deciding for themselves what is right or wrong, good or evil. 
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In spite of considering to justifiably destroy them (Ex 32:10), God reinstated His covenant with
His people. The “I AM WHO I AM” then also revealed and proclaimed His name to be the  L O R D,
the Covenant God and the Almighty God of justice and mercy (see B.C. art16). He called Himself to be,

“The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love
and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet
he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of
the fathers to the third and fourth generation” (Ex 34:6,7).

As instructed, Moses wrote on the new tablets the Ten Words of the covenant, the Testimony, and again
he reminded the people to keep the holy day of rest (Ex 35:2). Before his death, Moses tells the people
that the commands are not too difficult or beyond their reach, for

“ … the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it” (Deut 
30:14). (Paul adds in Romans 10:6 “that is the word of faith”).
“Now choose life, so that you and your children may love the  LORD your  God,  listen  to  his  
voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life...” (Deut 30:19,20).
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness” (Rom 4:3). and “Anyone 
who trusts in him will never be put to shame” (Rom 10:11; Isa 28:16).

Covenant Fulfillment and Completion
The voice of the LORD God spoke directly to the people at Horeb and they were afraid to die.

Then the LORD said to Moses that He would raise up a prophet and have him proclaim His Word. They
would know that it was God's Word when they saw his prophesies take place. 

“You must listen to Him” (Deut 18:25). “Do not be afraid of him” (vs 22).
The Gospels relay the same message when Jesus was transfigured (Matt 17 and Mark 9). A voice from
the cloud said , “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him”. After Jesus fed the crowd, the people
said, “Surely this is the prophet who is to come”(John 6:14).

In the address at Pentecost, the apostle Peter calls the covenant people to repent and to be
baptized, “in the name Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will (also) receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far of – for all 
whom the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:38,39).

Peter reminded the 'men of Israel' of the words spoken by Moses after they had observed the crippled
beggar being healed “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth”. He explained that “the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers has glorified his servant Jesus, … the Holy and Righteous One”
and that it was He and 'faith-in-Him' that had healed this man (Acts 3:13,14).

“you must listen to everything he tells you” (vs 22)... or … “be completely cut off from among 
his people”(vs 23).

The good news, revealed in the Old Testament, has been fulfilled, completed or realized in the blood of
Jesus Christ as foretold by the prophets. Peter adds that this promised Messiah is none other than Jesus
the  Christ  who  must  remain  in  heaven  until  God  has  restored  everything.  Peter  explains  that  all
prophets in the history of the people Israel since Samuel (about ten centuries),

“have foretold these days. And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with 
your fathers”. He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed'”
(vs 25).

The Lord had shown Peter that 
“God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is 
right”(Acts 10:34).

The apostle Paul also declares that the promised Son and descendant of David is none other than Jesus 
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our Lord, and that he is obliged,
“to call people from among the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith” (Romans 1:5,6 
and see also vs 14,15).

In this way 'all peoples on earth' will be blessed as promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Gen 28:14).

The fullness of God's grace, shown in the books of the law, was fully  revealed through Jesus
Christ  for  He fulfilled the  law.  What  was  foreshadowed has  been realized  and completed  in  Jesus
Christ's suffering and death (art.25 B.C.; compare John 1:17).

“So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith (Gal 3:24).
God's revelations, recorded in the writings of the inspired prophets, has been made more sure by the
witness of  the apostles  written for  the last  days  (see Acts  17:11).  The apostles are  the illuminated
prophets of the last days. Their  recorded witness and revelations  completes the Holy Word of God.
Before he was circumcised, Abraham believed that  same Word and we are to follow in his footsteps.
The Holy Scripture is the only foundation and certainty of faith for those who believe (see Eph. 2:20).
Christ redeemed us 

“in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the gentiles through Christ Jesus,  
so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit” (Gal 3:14).

Jesus Christ accomplished what was promised and foreshadowed in Israel's sacrifices. By His  blood
peace with God is restored and by faith the relationship between man and his Maker is reinstated. While
we were sinners, God demonstrated His love, said Paul, for Christ died for us (Rom 5:9). He sacrificed
Himself to justify us by His death, and by His life we shall be saved (vs 10; 1 Thess 1:9,10).

God had anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and appointed Him as judge of the
living and the dead.

“All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name” (Acts 10:43).

Peter later writes that unbelievers do purposely refuse to acknowledge that by His Word, God not only
formed the earth out of water,  but also that by water the earth and the ungodly were drowned and
destroyed. Peter then prophesies that

“By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:7).

Before Christ Jesus left the disciples to return to his Father in heaven, He comforted them. He
told them that they would not be left on their own or as orphans. In His name and as His representative,
“the Father will send” a Counsellor, the Holy Spirit. Christ came to earth in his Father's name and the
Holy Spirit comes in Christ's name. 

“Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in the Father, and you 
are in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves 
me. He who loves me will be loved by the Father, and I too will love him and show myself to 
him” (John 14:20,21).

Hebrew 1 shows that “in these last days”, God has spoken to His people by His Son. 
The apostle Paul explains (1 Cor 12) that all who confess that Jesus is Lord, act and speak by the

Holy Spirit who is in them. 
“For we were all baptized into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were 
all given the one Spirit to drink” (vs 13). 

Being so placed in the community of God's people, the more we 'drink the Spirit', the more will our
lives overflow with the fruits of the Spirit to the praise and glory of God's name.

He who has seen Christ has seen the Father (John 14:9) and whoever loves Christ will see Him, 
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for Christ shows himself to him and not to the world. Anyone who loves and obeys Jesus' words, 
“My Father will love him and we will come to him and make our home with him”(vs 21-24).
“Come near to God and he will come near to you”(Ja.4:8). 

God wishes to reside in us for we are temples of the Holy Spirit (Heidelberg Catechism L.D. 41; see
also Romans 2:22). 

The prophet prophesied, “And he will be their peace” (Micah 5:5). So Paul concludes that being
justified through faith, 

“we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1).
The world can only wish or long for peace, but Christ accomplishes the covenant promise of peace. He
restores the  perfect  fellowship  between believers  and their  Maker.  He grants  peace,  an everlasting
Sabbath. True peace is salvation, free from the slavery of sin, total well being, rest, contentment of
heart. Believers have now already a taste of the eternal, perfect fellowship between man and his Maker
that is to follow after this life.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives” (John 
14:27).

Therefore, while still on earth, we do well to stick with the Holy Scripture as the only clear knowledge
of salvation (1 Cor 13:9).

God's Word is our lamp in the darkness and the instrument or the vehicle used by the Spirit to
bring salvation. The Spirit and the Word are one(Rom 8). In the life hereafter we shall fully know Christ
(1 Cor 13:12) and see Him as He is (1 John 3:2). We “are being transformed into his likeness with ever-
increasing  glory”  (2  Cor  3:18).  He shall  rise  in  us  in  perfection  as  the  morning  star  in  the  New
Jerusalem  when  full knowledge  will  be  granted  (2  Peter  1:19).  Our  transformation  will  then  be
complete. Therefore,

“be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from
your secure position. But grow in the grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory, now and forever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:17,18; Eph 4:15).
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (Rev 2:7,11,17 etc).
“May the God of peace equip you with everything good for doing his will and may he work in 
us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” 
(Heb 13:20,21)

D.T.

For further reading

An Everlasting Covenant  by Dr. J.Kamphuis
transl. Rev. G.VanRongen
distr. by I.L.P.B. Box 783 London, ON,  N6A 4Y8

The Covenant of Love  by Rev. Clarence Stam
publ. Premier Printing, One Beghin Ave, Winnipeg, Manitoba,  R2J 3X5.

The Covenantal Gospel  by Dr. C. vander Waal
publ. Inheritance Publication, Box 154, Neerlandia, Alberta,  T0G 1R0
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