
“What  Do  People Think of Me?? 
- Is  this  a  Biblical  Question ?

(the fear of man   <and>   the fear of the Lord)

Preface

What do people think of me? This consideration may often be on  the mind of more than a few people.
In  my  early  teens  I  was  often  reminded  of  it  because  my  behaviour  left  a  lot  to  be  desired.
Consequently, I was insecure, shy but also reluctant to let 'what-people-might-think-of-me' dictate or
rule my behaviour. Usually one had to guess what that might be. Even in my late thirties, an influential
elder once advised me “how to make a good name for myself” in my new community. Ignoring my
actual reasons for having said 'no' to his official request, he advised me to just say 'yes' and in that way
impress others! Appalled at first, his comments actually told me who he was himself.

Since my late teens I consciously resisted to be swayed by what others might think of me. So I became
known as a non-sociable rebel or as a non-conformist one should avoid. It was not until I was in my
eighties, that I read a book that clearly denounced such misplaced human concerns on the basis of the
Bible. In some way it 'legitimized' my stand.

The biblical evidence and references were impressive and so clear, that I decided to share what I had
learned with others in this article. Its source is, When People are BIG and God is small by Edward T.
Welch, 1997, P&R Publishing, Box 817, Phillipsburg N.J. 08865-0817. This book presents the subject
in a clear, systematic way with numerous Bible references. It motivated me to write out all these text
references. Hopefully this will make it easier for the readers to fully let the Word of God determine how
believers should reason and feel about themselves. After all, only the Word provides true guidance,
healing, comfort and a peaceful life. D.T.

“- my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge”.
(Hosea 4:6a).

 “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more
in knowledge and depth of insight”.

(Philippians 1:9).
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Introduction 

What do people think of  me?. Now that I have come across  biblical evidence as reasons not to be
swayed by this question (or other negative peer pressures), I like to share this with others in this way.

When your behaviour depends on what others may think about you, you may be living in 'the fear of
man'. The fear of man is a biblical expression for what the world identifies as having low self-esteem,
lacking  confidence  or  self-respect,  being  insecure,  shy  or  self-conscious,  worrying  about  one's
reputation, and giving-in to peer pressure, or suffering from co-dependence. The fear of man (Prov
29:25) means that one feels dependent on others or one thinks to need others in order to feel good about
oneself. In principle, this means to be controlled by others.

A solution suggested by some counsellors was not to love others that much and to love oneself more.
Another suggestion was to acknowledge that God loves you more than you think. Both missed the
command to  “consider  others  better  than  yourselves” (Phil  2:3).  Moreover,  these  suggestions  also
neglected the personal requirement of ongoing repentance.

Therefore, instead of worrying about what others think of us, we should consider what God requires of
us and what is our duty  in life. Rather than putting oneself at the center, we should concentrate on
making God's glory our focus in life. In that way, the problems of the fear of man (self-consciousness,
reputation, lack of self-esteem etc.) will disappear, for it will more and more be taken over by the fear
of God. After all, we know that service is the way to freedom (John 13).

“You, my brothers, were called to be free.
But do not use your freedom
to indulge the sinful nature;

rather, serve one another in love.”
(Galatians 5:13)

The Fear of Man

There are three aspects to be considered. 
We fear man because  they can        

(But the fear of the Lord
1.  expose or humiliate us covers us
2.  reject, ridicule or despise us accepts us
3.  hunt, attack, threaten or kill us protects us)

The feelings of shame, of being exposed and feeling naked or defenseless are the result of our original
and actual sin.

“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; … so they 
made coverings for themselves”(Genesis 3:7).

After the Fall, looks of admiration were felt as impolite stares or intrusive gazes. These feelings show
concerns about “What do others think of me,” which is founded in the knowledge that we stand naked
before our Creator (Rev.3:17). The fear of man is often mentioned in the Bible and experienced in
everyone's  life.  Feeling  embarrassed  or  victimized  is  intensified  by others as  well as  by  general
assumptions in a culture of blaming others.
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1. The fear of being seen

Feeling shame or humiliated will always be a familiar experience, for the root of shame felt by the fear
of man originates in our relationship with God. His gaze condemns us unless we believe that “we have
been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrew 10:10). Stares
can 'undress' us and to protect ourselves, we tend to withdraw or hide.

The purity of a marriage is damaged when outside marriage others are exposed, made 
naked, uncovered, defiled and disgraced or dishonoured (Leviticus 20:11-21).
“When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and
violated her …(and) Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled” (Gen 34:2,5).
“Even the bravest warriors will flee naked on that day” (Amos 2:16).
“Then they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us !” (Luke 
23:30).

With regard to conspiracies, “... do not fear what they fear, do not dread it. The LORD 
Almighty is the one…you are to fear, he is the one you are to dread” (Isa 8:12,13).
“Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame. Do not fear disgrace; you will not be 
humiliated. You will forget the shame of your youth and remember no more the 
reproach of your widowhood”(Isa 54:4).
“Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.” “But in your heart set apart Christ as 
Lord” (1 Peter 3:14b,15a).

2. The fear of being rejected

The fear of man surfaces when you worry whether people will  like you or reject you. It also shows
when you try to impress others by saying what might please them, provoke them or get them whatever
you figure they might want. Moreover, it may surface when you manipulate, threaten, beg, or bribe
others and shift your blame onto others.

“Then Saul said to Samuel, 'I have sinned. I violated the LORD'S command and your 
instructions. I was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them' ”(1 Sam 15:24).
“... he (Peter) began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was
afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group … by their hypocrisy even 
Barnabas was led astray” (Gal 2:13,14).
“Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the 
Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the 
synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God (John 12:42,43).
“How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to 
obtain the praise that comes from the only God?”(John 5:44).
“We are not trying to please man but God, who tests our hearts. You know we never 
used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed – God is our witness” (1 Thess 

2:4b).
“Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? 
If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ” (Gal 1:10).
“Pray that I may declare it (the mystery of the gospel) fearlessly, as I should”(Eph 6:20).
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3. The fear of being hurt.

The fear of man is the sinful exaggeration of normal experiences. Words can be hurtful like flames,
darts or knives. Words can threaten you, hunt or pursue you and attack you. They can even kill you and
literally cause you to die from a heart attack or a suicide.

“Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing”(Prov 
12:18).
“As he (Abram) was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a 
beautiful woman you are. When the Egyptians see you , they will kill me but will let you
live. Say you are my sister, so I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be 
spared because of you” (Gen.12:11-13; see also Gen.20:11-13).
“Isn't he the one they sing about in their dances: 'Saul has slain his thousands, and David
his tens of thousands'? David took these words to heart and was very much afraid of 
Achish, … (who) said '… He is insane'” (1 Sam.21:10-13)

David then composed Psalm 56;“When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in 
God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me?”(Ps.56:3,4).
“... do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land. … 
Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them”(Num. 
14:9).

When self-examination is not biblically guided, self-focus and self-loathing (resulting from feelings of
shame or humiliation and a desire to protect oneself), will only get worse. Intense self-loathing leads to
withdrawal from others, from God's people and even might lead to suicide. Skipping church services
and living without the weekly proclamation of the Word of God, is doing oneself a great disservice. For
this is in effect closing the door to the work in one's heart by God's Word and Spirit. The proclamation
of the Word in the weekly worship service is the tool, instrument or weapon of the Spirit. When the
Word is preached the Spirit is at work. In Deuteronomy, the people are repeatedly reminded not to fear
man but to fear their covenant God.

“Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” - “Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of 
them”(Deut 1:21,29).
“Do not be afraid of him”(Og the king of Bashan) … and his whole army”(Deut 3:2).
“Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, 
so that it might go well with them and their children forever” (Deut 5:29).
“But do not be afraid of them; remember well what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh 
and to all Egypt” (Deut 7:18).
“do not be afraid ...(of horses, chariots and a great army). Do not be fainthearted or 
afraid; do not be terrified or give way to panic before them. For the LORD your God is 
the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory” 
(Deut 20:1,3,4).
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified...” (Deut 31:6).
The Lord “... will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged” (Deut 31:8). 

Life's decisions are basically black and white. In other words, all decisions can be reduced to be either
the  one  or  the  other.  So  there  are  no  gray  areas  and  this  simplifies  the  process.  For  example  in
Deuteronomy 30, God promises blessings and curses, life and death, prosperity and destruction. Moses
set these before God's people, and he told everyone to make a personal decision.

“Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the 
LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your 
life ...”(Deut 30:19b).
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“This is what the LORD says: 'Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on 
flesh for strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD'. … 'But blessed is the 
man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him'” (Jer 17:5-8).
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body. Rather, be afraid of the One who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28).

The fear of man is  instinctive,  it  grows naturally and it  is  encouraged by society.  It  is,  moreover,
intensified  by generally  accepted  assumptions.  In  our  culture,  it  is  'normal'  and  even  expected  to
blame/sue others. This is even supported by law. 

The Holy Scripture identifies only biological needs and spiritual needs. Psychology however presents
human beings as creatures that have also  psychological needs. These are in principle self-centered,
misguided and false spiritual needs that come up from natural urges or drives which make us human.
When these 'psychological' needs, drives or rights are not met, they are believed to cause one or another
kind of malady, disorder or deficiency. 

Being self centered is clearly contrary to the will of God.  Most neuroses, for example, involve non-
gratified  desires  for  companionship,  security  or  identity.  Other  people  are  often  blamed  for  such
maladies. People's 'neediness' must, they say, be filled by others. However, therapy does not give real
solutions.

Christian  counsellors,  who  see  people  as  such  'needy beings',  may also  view them as  victims  of
insensitive others or of unfair social structures. People want to feel good about themselves by having
all their rights, needs, or drives taken care of. Self-interest and self-satisfaction are naturally a priority,
because this is due to sin and our cultural individualism that rules western societies. These notions also
penetrate the church. 'Individualism' no longer relies on the objective truth of the Word revelation, but
on the subjective experience or feelings of the person. God is then not how He reveals Himself in His
Holy Word, but God is what we understand him to be from our inner experiences. It is said that prayer
might perhaps fill religious needs, but meditation or  experiencing God has greater actual value. So
feelings have become the ultimate truth instead of the Word of God.

“... and do not give the devil a foothold” (Eph 4:27; compare Gen.4:6,7).
“The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high; he will fill Zion with justice and 
righteousness. He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation, 
wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure” (Isa 33:5,6).

The Fear of the Lord

Feelings of 'the fear of man' control people and so the fear of man is 'BIG'. But when we live in
dependence of the LORD, the fear of man diminishes and shrinks away.

The fear of the Lord ranges 
from living in dread of Him to worshiping Him;
from hiding from Him to seeking Him, and 
from only knowing God's justice to knowing both his holy justice as well as

His holy love and mercy. 
The fear of the LORD can be experienced as

dread~terror~trembling~awe~reverence~devotion~trust~worship
<…......................................................................................>
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“For I am God, and not man – the Holy one among you. I will not come in wrath” 
(Hosea 11:9b).
“Your ways, O God, are holy. What god is so great as our God?”(Ps 77:13).
“ 'To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?' says the Holy One”(Isa 40:25).

Opposition to the fear of the Lord comes from the world, our own flesh and the devil. The concrete fear
of the Lord is obedience to His will. Our hearts tend to downgrade the fear of the Lord. We may even
reason that we are only human and mildly flawed, because we do not actually kill or commit adultery.
In addition we over-value our own contributions such as hard work, responsible money management,
regular  church  attendance,  an  acceptable  lifestyle  and  other  good  things.  Worldly  opinions  also
influence us to call our sins just shortcomings, or to argue that 'business is business' and 'every one else
is doing it'. Satan just loves that. 

Growing in the fear of the Lord means being engaged in warfare with Satan. This is to hate Satan, to
hate evil as well as to hate our sinful nature and flee from it (L.D. 33). In order to fear the Lord one has
to be trained in it.

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will testify against you” (Ps.50:7).
“Assemble the people … so they can listen and learn to fear the LORD your God and 
follow carefully all the words of this law” (Deut 31:12).
“Fear the LORD ..., Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the 
LORD” (Ps 34:9,11)
“Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him. For he 
spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm” (Ps 33:8,9 and Ps 8).
“The angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob.' I answered, 'Here I am.' And he said,
… 'I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you. ...Now … go back to your native 
land”(Gen 31:11 etc.; Jacob listened and learned cf. 28:21).
“My flesh trembles in fear of you; I stand in awe of your laws” (Ps 119:120).

Growing in the fear of the LORD involves listening to His Word and acknowledging its beauty, His
love and mercy as well as His wrath. Scripture teaches that God's love is central in knowing him, but
also that man trembles before him out of reverence and awe. Such fear befits his power, glory and
holiness. Before arriving in the promised land, the covenant people saw, heard and witnessed this most
clearly as described in the book of Exodus.

“He said, 'If you listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is 
right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I 
will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the 
LORD, who heals you.'” (Ex 15:26).
“Moses said to the people, 'Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear 
of God will be with you to keep you from sinning'” (Ex 20:20).
“Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.”(Lev 19:2).
“You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from 
the nations to be my own” (Lev 20:26).
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding” (Prov 9:10).
“The fear of the LORD adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short” 
(Prov 10:27).
“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be 
praised” (Prov 31:30).
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“then he(God) looked at wisdom and appraised it: he confirmed it and tested it. And he 
said to man, 'The fear of the Lord – that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding' ” 
(Job 28:27,28).
“My ears have heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself 
and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5,6).
“'Woe to me!' I cried … 'my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty' ”(Isa 6:5).
“'We are doomed to die!' he (Manoah) said to his wife. 'We have seen God!' ”(Judges 
13:22).
“(He <Peter> did not know what to say, they were so frightened)” (Mark 9:6).
“But Jesus came and touched them.'Get up', he said. 'Don't be afraid.'” (Matt 17:7).
“And when he (the centurion) … heard his cry and saw how he died, he said 'Surely this
man was the Son of God!'” (Mark 15:9).
“Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said 
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.” (Mark 16:8)

 Their fear soon turned to  reverence, worship and confidence).

Mankind had been created to image God, but man failed. Therefore, Adam “had a son in his own
likeness, in his own image” (Gen 5). Jesus Christ, the second Adam, showed the ultimate image of God
in His holiness. The Bible also shows that a human being is body and soul with biological and spiritual
needs. People's biological needs are food, water and clothing or shelter. And people's spiritual needs are
to be rescued from Satan's grip and to be cleansed from sin. We were all born in sin in the image and
likeness of Adam (Gen 5:3). 

The world added  psychological needs that must be filled by others. God, however, does not require
people to  fill   'neediness' of others. He commands His people to  love others, bear burdens and wash
feet. 

“Love does no harm to the neighbour. “Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” 
(Rom 13:10). 
“ 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your 
neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD (Lev 19:18).
“... and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices” (Mark 12:33b)

God gave His Son and sent Him into the world to save the world through Him (John 3:16). When God's
love is rejected, however, the inward desires of the self can be the initial expression of what is called
'psychological needs'. These false spiritual needs or selfish desires are human, because we are born in
sin. So, the point is not that psychological needs make us human, but the question is if man's needs are
to be satisfied by man or by God? Sinful longings become lusts and sinful desires soon turn into “I
need”... , “I want”... , “I insist”... , “I can't live without ...”. 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 
better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interest, but also to
the interest of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Phil 
2:3-5).
“As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead” (James 2:26).
“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit” (Heb 4:12).
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“We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth” (John 1:14b).
“they saw that his face was radiant.” Moses reflected the presence of the divine glory 
(Ex 34:35).
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9).
“Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as a seal: HOLY TO THE LORD” (Ex 
28:36).
“We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through
us” (2 Cor 5:20).
“How great is his love … that we should be called children of God” (1 John 3:1).
“But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the 
benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life” (Rom 6:22).
“You are my friends if you do what I command” (John 15:14).
“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 
and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ (the church) may be built up ...” (Eph 4:11).
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the 
evil one. Sanctify them (the church) by the truth; your word is the truth”(John 17:15,17).
“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you (plural, the church) with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being” (Eph 3:16,17).
“And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit” (Eph 2:22). 

God's dwelling, home or temple, occupied by His Spirit, is the church, the congregation. “You (plural)
are  that  temple” (1 Cor.  3:16,17).  The unity of  the church does not  result  from filling individual,
'psychological'  needs.  The  unity  of  faith  becomes  evident  from  being  servants,  'washing  feet'.
Individual believers are also temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19), but they form the Body of Christ
when they unite in doctrine and conduct. It is the whole congregation that must imitate the glory of
God.  Together God's people are to reflect God's glory and imitate the Father's holiness on earth by
keeping  His  command  to  love  God  and the  neighbour.  The  antidote  to  the  fear  of  man  is  to  be
captivated by the joy we have together in the fear of the Lord.

“How can I give you up Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel?” (Hosea 11:8).
“But if the wicked man turns away from all the sins he has committed and keeps all my 
decrees and does what is just and right, he will surely live; he will not die. None of the 
offenses he has committed will be remembered against him. Because of the righteous 
things he has done, he will live” (Eze 18:21,22).
“And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (corporately and personally, Rom 5:5).
“if we are faithless he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself” (2 Tim 2:13).

Having grown in the fear of the Lord, believers are no longer bothered by the fear of man. As their
shame is covered, there is no more reason to hide. From the perspective of eternity, believers are seen
and glorified. Those that felt rejected are accepted and join in singing praise to God. Those that felt hurt
are  comforted and glorified, for blessings outweigh any pain. 

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you. … So we say with confidence, 'The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?'” (Heb 13:5,6).
“Praise be to … the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all troubles, so that we can 
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comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have receivedfrom God” (2 
Cor 1:3-5).
“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up 
the Law and the Prophets” (Matt 7:12).
“Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when he stumbles, do not let your heart rejoice, …
Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of the wicked, for the evil man has no 
future hope, and the lamp of the wicked will be snuffed out” (Prov 24:17,19,20).
“The fear of the LORD adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short” 
(Prov 10:27).
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline”(Prov 1:7).

The Lord's people Israel is the church, the Holy Bride, or the Body of Christ on earth. Belonging to
Christ means to be part of His body and so to be part of His people, His church. As citizens of God's
Kingdom we have personal responsibilities and individually we must repent and believe. Corporately
or as a people, we have by faith a share in Christ and in His benefits. God the Spirit works faith in “our
hearts by the preaching of the gospel and strengthens it by the use of the sacraments”(L.D. 25, QA 65).

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! … For there the 
LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore” (Ps 133:3).
“You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 
worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?”(1 Cor 3:3,4).
“I appeal to you … so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be 
perfectly united in mind and thought. … For the message of the cross … is the power of 
God. ... Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” (1 Cor 1:10,18,20).
“Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with 
people of low position. Do not be conceited. … Do not repay anyone evil for evil” 
(Rom 12:16,17).
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above ourselves. … 
Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality” (Rom 12:10,13).
“He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates
close friends”(Prov. 17:9).
“ … he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law” (Rom 13:8).

It is our duty to love our neighbours, our enemies, as well as our brothers and sisters. We owe them our
love. Being nice to them or charming them is not loving them. So-called selflessness is often really
selfishness when recognition is expected. Letting others manipulate or use you for filling their personal
needs, is really  nice, but it is also being controlled by them rather than by God. Being 'people-pleasers'
and so showing the fear  of  man,  results  from “how can I  feel  better  about  myself?” Such selfish
concerns gradually disappear, along with the ailments of loneliness, depression, hopelessness etc, by
loving God and neighbour. 

Increased knowledge of God and His ways and so becoming immersed in the fear of the Lord will
dispel selfishness, self-loathing or having worries about “what do others think of me?” Love of  God
and His Word expels the terror of God and love of people expels the fear of man and our fear of feeling
ashamed, rejected or hurt by them. It also shrinks our personal, 'psychological needs' or cravings that
are by nature selfish and basically sinful. The fear of the Lord rather than of man, invigorates us to
obey the Lord's will and it encourages us to stimulate and revitalize His Body, the church. For loving
Christ cannot be true without loving His church, His Body.
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