
Worship Service Collections

Comments on  tithes, liturgy and collections 

What is the purpose of church collections? Is it to raise money for the poor or any identified
cause? Church deformation and self-willed religions are always  preceded by asking the wrong
kind of questions. As posed in Clarion (Aug.16, 2002),  the question is  not:  Why should the
collections on Sunday not  include contributions to the church? This seems almost like saying:
Why not turn the worship service into a fund raising event? The correct question, however, is:
What does God require of us in this respect or how does He wants us to serve Him according to
His Holy Word in public worship and in life?

In a reformed church service, the collection of 'money-for-the-needy' is called  'offering'.  It is
related to the freewill or burnt offering of the Old Testament. But does that mean that the daily
bloodstream of offerings in the temple is to be replaced by rolling dough in our Sunday worship
services? Of course not, “because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are
being made holy”(Heb 10:14).

TITHES

The Old Testament tithes or taxes of crops, cattle or income appear to have been presented in
different ways and for different purposes. Foreshadowing Christ's redemptive shedding of blood
on the cross once for all, it was blood that had to flow  before nearing God's presence.

1. General tithes were paid to the Levites, who in turn gave their tenth to the Priests (Num
18:21-32). The purpose was that the temple worship service, or the ministry of the gospel,
was maintained. Today we include such expenses as minister's stipend, parsonage, church
building, insurance etc. as well as federal support for the training of ministers, missions,
needy churches and others.

2. Tithes were also associated with a sacred meal that was eaten by the offerer, his family
and their Levite. If the place of worship was too far away, animal tithes could also be
exchanged for money and then spend on a meal to be enjoyed in the presence of God by
the family and their office-bearer (Deut 14:22-27). But they were not to forget or neglect
the Levites at home(vs 27).

3. The tithes paid every third year (vs 28,29) was for those at home, the poor, the alien, the
fatherless and the widows or the less fortunate and needy people in the congregation.

Old Testament tithes or taxes are reminders that believers belong to the LORD God. Presenting
the first and the best of crop, cattle or cash is an acknowledgment that God is the  owner of
everything, including our life, our food, our homes and our income, now and in eternity.

O.T. tithing is included in God's self-revealing Word for our instruction. It's regulation  is not a 
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model for our worship, but a lesson to be learned. The New Testament leads the way in the
manner of conducting a worship service today. A correct understanding of the O.T. sacrificial
worship service is, therefore, instructive and beneficial.  They foreshadowed Christ's suffering
and they provide lessons for us.

New Testament tithes show living a lifestyle in total dependence of our Maker and Redeemer.
This means first  of all  to make our regular freewill  contributions to meet the church budget
which ensures that the Ministry of the Word is maintained. These payments are, therefore, not just
donations but contributions for we owe these payments to the Lord, the Head of His Church. As
honourable, dedicated ambassadors, the church fulfills her duty of proclaiming the Gospel in and
to the world. Our contributions are the first fruits of our income to show that all our possessions
belong to the Lord. (compare Deut. 16:16b,17). And then we spend the rest of the Lord's money
wisely and prudently. In that way, a congregation will hardly ever need to be reminded that the
contributions, as well as the liturgical offerings, were insufficient. For under God's blessing of a
faithful people, there will be no burdensome number of poor or debt (Deut 15:4,11).

Burnt offerings or freewill offerings were also part of the Old Testament worship. These offerings
were related to dedications, consecrations and thanksgivings. Remember Abel who offered the
best, a thank offering as well as his tithe (Gen.4:4). Freewill offerings were not prescribed, but
presented on one's own initiative. Nevertheless, regulations had to be added, because coming into
the presence of God was only possible in the blood of Christ, the promised one (Ex 29:38-46;
Lev 1; Lev 6:8-13; Num 15:1-16, 28, 29). In the ceremonial worship, the freewill burnt offering
symbolically expressed that God's people thankfully and freely dedicated themselves and their
vows to God, and that they returned to Him all the goods received from His hand, that is LIFE
(righteousness) under His blessing. The burnt offering was a sweet smell unto the LORD. The
ascending smoke showed total dedication, surrender and dependence, like little children bringing
a gift  to a parent.  It  is not the gift,  but the  giving  that counts. Moses'  regulations, however,
required that  'sprinkling of  blood'  had to  accompany the gift.  For  man cannot  come to God
without Christ's blood payment(Ex 29:38-46; Lev 1; 6:8-13; Num 15:1-16,28-30). God judges
the heart,  as shown, for example,  with the offerings made by Abel and Cain,  Noah and the
patriarchs. (Gen 12:7; 13:4; 28:22; 35:14 etc)

In the New Testament, this thank-offering is not abolished, but accompanied by faith in the shed
blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ (see Korte Verklaring).

LITURGY

As prophets, priests and kings we weekly meet our LORD together. We meet Him in the public
worship service as kings used to meet their Overlord, their Suzerain, or as faithful and obedient
vassals of their Great Majesty. Is such an Old Testament covenant encounter not the framework
of our public worship service?? Vassals, tenants or servants gather and wait in anticipation for the
arrival of their Sovereign King when we gather together in a public worship service.

The service starts. The people show their  submission and total  dependence on Him with the
divinely inspired  words  of  Psalm 124:8.  The  Lord  then  declares  peace in  His  salutation  or
greeting and God's people know that all is well, for He regards them with favour. Therefore, they 
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sing and shout  His praise.  He reminds them of the covenant  statements,  the Ten Words,  the
blessings and the curses, the promises and demands expressed in the covenant rules for living in
thankfulness.  In Christ  their  Saviour,  they answer with a  resounding 'yes'  or Amen with the
words of a divinely inspired Song. This is followed by a prayer. The congregation confesses
shortcomings and guilt and prays for a blessing over the opening and preaching of God's Holy
Word.  After  reading  and  hearing  the  proclamation  of  God's  Word,  a  triple  thanksgiving is
expressed in prayer, song and monetary gifts. 

COLLECTIONS
 
Making 'monetary offerings' in a reformed worship service is a distinct, liturgical or ceremonious
activity.  These liturgical gifts are presented to God and to his glory.  They are collected as a
freewill burnt offering, a sweet odour or a pleasing aroma to the LORD, the covenant God in
Christ our Lord and Saviour. How could anyone ever let that pass by and not join others in this
offering? It is not a payment but an expression of thanks to our heavenly Father.

In reformed public worship services, the question about its content is not whatever seems best to
us, but what does God require of us in order to have His glory multiplied. That happens when we
consciously participate throughout the worship service, with an active, open mind and a humble
heart, as was also required from the O.T. believers (1Sam 15:22). Along with the 'fruit of lips'
(Heb 13:15) in a song of praise and a prayer of thanksgiving,  monetary tokens are given as well
to glorify His Name. When these collections are distributed and  passed on to the needy, they
thankfully receive them as gifts from God's hand. They also thank God and in turn multiply His
glory by their thankfulness(2 Cor 9:12). Isn't it wonderful that the worship offering is service to
God and at the same time service to the needy, or 'diakonia'?

The church is the bearer of the true gospel in any locality. Its task is to maintain the only Truth
and to proclaim this  Word of salvation far and near.  To make this  ministry possible,  office-
bearers  present  a  budget  and  members  contribute  their  share.  History  shows  that  whenever
congregations failed to meet those needs, a second and even a third collection had at times been
implemented.  Those  collections  were  often  for  mission,  evangelism,  debt  reduction,  loans,
ministry training, building maintenance and a variety of charities etc. etc. It was even argued that
individuals could then choose their own purpose for their contribution. Is that the orderly way to
live in the church, the one body of Jesus Christ?? The 'offering for the needy' had at times even
been replaced by those other causes. When that happened, an odd church was eventually forced
to announce from the pulpit how much money was required this week for the needy. It  was
appalling when I first experienced that. Then I learned that twenty years earlier all collections in
this church had been assigned for other (self-centered) purposes, for the congregation had no
poor at the time. Rather than viewing this as a blessing, they used it as an opportunity to raise
money. Now, however, the number of poor had blossomed. It was a valuable lesson. 

One item on the  church budget is already 'Needy churches' and so this has become part of our
required contributions in support of the federal Ministry of the Word, like Mission or Theological
Seminary and the like.  Should we also have an item called 'Needy members Fund? I hope not!
On the other hand, could church collections ever be used to raise funds for other causes than the
needy? Certainly not, even though it became customary here and there for many years! The Bible
shows how to deal with the poor and how the early Christian churches dealt with that. 

3



Tax exemptions for donations appears to be another consideration. When an identified gift of
twenty  dollars  or  more  is  made  on  occasion,  it  could  no  doubt  be  included  in  the  total
contribution made to the church. This, however, should not become customary and never stop
anyone  from participating  in  the  liturgical activity of   the  monetary offerings  in  a  worship
service.  Reformed  church  services are  not  just  worship,  (prayer  and  praise),  but  fellowship
meetings with our 'Overlord or Souzerain' under the ministry of the Word.  

The mandate for deacons is not only to encourage members to liberally give to the Lord in a
worship service,  but also to  teach financial  responsibility.  They are to stimulate everyone in
contributing  to  the  church  and  in  assisting  anyone  in  need,  especially  those  of  the  church
community. They should also educate and activate members to personally donate to particular
charities and activities that promote the well-being of God's Kingdom. Fundraising should never
be part of a reformed public worship service of our covenant LORD.
 
Should the liturgical offering in a public worship service really just be called a 'collection for the
needy'??  The 'collection' in a reformed church service is part of our  thanksgiving to the Lord,
along  with  the  'fruit  of  lips'  in  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  prayer,  that  also  includes
intercession  for  all  the  needs  of  christendom  (Book  of  Praise  page  619).  Each  one  of  us
participates in these liturgical activities of expressing our thankfulness; that includes the offering
of mundane monetary gifts to His praise and glory. .

Dennis Teitsma
2002/17
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