
Fellowship  through  Enmity  -   as shown in the book of Genesis

In paradise man lived in perfect fellowship with his Maker. Satan's attempt to absorb them into his
enmity with God was halted in its tracks, for the Sovereign Almighty God, our Creator and Redeemer,
spoke and so it was: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your offspring and hers ...”.
Through enmity with sin and Satan, believers may in Christ live again in fellowship with God and each
other.

This essay/booklet reviews the development, struggles and consequences of that enmity and that
fellowship  shown in  Genesis.  It  pictures  God's  church  gathering  work  in  its  infancy.  It  is  especially
directed at covenant youth. Everyone must daily respond to God's call in baptism, when he addressed each
one of us personally. God makes himself known to us in His self-revealing Word for the purpose of his
glory and our salvation. “The true light that gives light to every man was coming in the world … To those
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1).
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To Covenant Youth

“To fear the LORD is to hate evil.” (Proverbs 8:13)
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Preface

To ‘get across’ to young people, they say, you must be brief. Information must be ‘ready made’ to
be instantly registered. Such language is like baby food that can be ‘poured’ in. Readers are supposedly
‘reached’ when they can interject with such comments as ‘got ye’, ‘right on’, ‘I hear ye man’, ‘cool’, ‘far
out’,  ‘I  copy’  etc.  Do they really understand,  comprehend or absorb the information?  Or do they just
swallow the agreeable, ‘slogan-type’ statements and ignore the rest?

In my contact with young people, I noticed an apparent skewed perspective of covenant life. What
seemed to be missing was a scriptural understanding of the two-pronged unity of the covenant.

Everybody appeared quite cognizant of God’s covenant promise. This was, however, sooner related
to ‘blessings’ and to ‘being elected’, than to ‘salvation’ or forgiveness of sin and eternal life. 

Most young people seemed unaware of the covenant demand, The term ‘obedience’ only meant to
them a trusting acceptance, rather than a life in obedience to the law of God.

Also the terms ‘disobedience’  and ‘curse’ or wrath did generally  seem to relate  to unbelievers
outside the covenant, the non-elect, rather than apply to covenant violators. The certainty of faith seemed
to lie in the acknowledgement of their ‘election’, rather than simply in God’s word spoken to them and
confirmed in baptism. 

These  observations  prompted  me,  during  the  past  few  years,  to  study  and  write  about
enmity/antithesis which God established to preserve His fellowship with man.

Man was created by the Word. God also redeemed him by the Word. The first and earliest form of
that good news, the protevangel (Greek, proto=first), is revealed in Gen 3:15, “I will put enmity between
you and the woman and between your seed and hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel”.
He spoke and it was so.

Numerous bible references are given to be ‘chewed on’ whenever statements are doubted or too
difficult to ‘swallow’. Also referring to a dictionary at times is a valuable learning method. Bible language
of 40, 400 or 4000 years ago is the same language needed today. Let it never be said of you what the ‘old’
church had to hear, “Why is my language not clear to you? … The reason … is you do not belong to God”
(John 8:43, 47). Tolle Lege – take and read (cf Isa.29:11-13).

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and

the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Rom 15:4). “Let the wise listen and add to their
learning” (Prov.1:5). 

I thank my son James for typesetting, formatting and tolerating my prodding.

If only one reader improves his or her understanding of God’s Word even slightly, this booklet has
reached its goal. “The unfolding of your words gives light”(Ps.119:130). D.T. 2003/
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Introduction

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all” (NIV).

Every week we hear these words at the end of a worship service, on the day God has set apart from
the beginning. 

The blessing of grace includes all the benefits Christ has secured on the cross. The blessing of love
is the great love of God, which is the fountain of our redemption. When no satisfactory payment for sin
could be found, God gave his Son (John 3:16,17). So great is that love (Rom 5:8). To share in Christ’s
benefits (righteousness) and God’s love, as well as to be comforted in Christ’s physical absence, we also
receive the blessing of the  fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Heidelberg Catechism, LD 20). This rich, all-
round blessing is to “be with you all” (2 Cor 13:14). No one is excluded when that blessing is laid upon
God’s people.

In this way, God’s people belong together, and live as His family, Christ’s body, or His church. The
term  communion of saints says it all. God’s grace, mercy, salvation, and sanctification set the believers
apart, and it binds them together. Therefore, in the covenant of our Maker, our common faith is through
Christ and the Holy Spirit, the primary root of our relationship with each other. Although God’s covenant
includes offspring, it is not blood relation that counts (Matt.3:19). Neither are we bound together, because
we share jobs, status, or interests. What binds us together is God’s restored fellowship with man, through
Christ and the Holy Spirit. This fellowship is always in enmity with sin, Satan, and his domain. It must be
believed, for that is  life. Therefore, we believe that there is one church. In faith, we may live together in
fellowship with God, like Adam and Eve did – in full obedience, which was accomplished by the second
Adam. This fellowship with God is therefore given to us every Sunday. It is to be exercised every day by
giving ourselves to God, by living as in His presence. We are to confess His Name, thankfully present
ourselves to Him and fight against  sin and Satan (cf H.C. QA 32). He told us what it  means to have
fellowship with Him, - “walk before me and be blameless” (Gen. 17:1). 

Fellowship and Two Trees
When the LORD God made the heavens and the earth,  He also made man.  Man was to be His

steward or caretaker. He placed them in a safe area (Genesis 2:8) to start their mandate of taking dominion
of the earth. God said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it” (Genesis
1:28). This work started by maintaining, tilling or cultivating the Garden in the district of Eden, for the
LORD said, “work it and take care of it” (Genesis 1:28). Adam and Eve did just that. They did keep (RSV)
the  garden  and  they  did guard  it (Dutch:  bewaken).  As  responsible  governors,  they  regularly
communicated with their LORD and Master. They walked with Him and they talked with Him (cf. Genesis
3:8), like toddlers on father’s hand. They had fellowship with God, for He had revealed himself as their
life-giving Sustainer and Creator.

God had planted a safe starting point, a Garden, with a river to water it (Genesis 3:10). The garden
was a safe place with lovely trees and nutritious fruit (Genesis 2:8), and they were instructed to guard it.
Therefore, they were made aware of impending danger.

But there was more than that. In the center there were two trees. The tree of life was not only good
for food as the others, or to sustain life (Genesis 3:9). Its value was far greater. This tree was the tree of the
life. It nourished life into eternity (cf. Genesis 3:22). 
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The other tree in the middle of the Garden, was “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”. This
tree did not only refer to an ability to know good and evil, or to distinguish right from wrong. This tree
also warned them of evil powers. These two trees clearly showed them good and evil, because they could
eat from the one, but not the other (Genesis 2:16,17). The ability to distinguish between good and evil
could be fully realized by not eating from this second tree! 

Instinctively man did good, without realizing that it was good. By adhering to this specific covenant
command, man also gained a conscious awareness to differentiate good and evil (Korte Verklaring, Dr.
Aalders). After all,  eating  from this tree was evil, for it meant disobedience and death. The effect from
eating was death, not because the fruit from this tree was poisonous, but because God had forbidden it. Not
eating from it was good, for that meant obedience and staying alive.

Therefore, what is beneficial or good, is obedience. What is detrimental or evil, is disobedience to
the Creator and Sustainer of Life. 

Broken Fellowship Restored
The  covenantal  relationship  promises  LIFE and  eternal  fellowship  with  God.  It  demands

compliance, for man “was endowed with intellect and will” (Canons of Dort, chapter III/IV, article 16). In
such a relationship with the Holy One, man must obey God and  walk before Him. In paradise man is free
to eat from the tree of life, but he is not allowed to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Compliance  to  this  rule  will  result  in  LIFE,  God’s  blessing,  and eternal  fellowship with Him.
Failure to comply will result in DEATH, God’s wrath, and eternal suffering in dark isolation from God.

By serving God, Adam and his posterity would eternally be with God and exercise fellowship with
Him. However, the evil power was revealed in the serpent, the liar, and deceiver. Over against God’s Word
of creation and covenant, Satan posed the Lie of deceit, and enmity.

The supreme evil spirit, the devil, disrupted the fellowship relationship between man and God. Man
tempted himself, by considering the lie, and by imagining the possibility of being wiser than God, as well
as  by thoughts  of  serving himself,  doubting  God (cf.  James  1:14,15).   Man then decided  to  join  the
fellowship of lies, to mistrust God, and to live in enmity with Him. After wards, he tried to hide from God,
because he knew that he did not have a leg to stand on. In style with the corruption of lies, he blamed God
for giving him that woman, and she pointed the finger at the serpent.

Satan  had  seemingly  managed  to  place  enmity  between  God  and  man  and  so  to  destroy  that
covenant relationship. Adam had broken the covenant (cf. Hosea 6:7). He violated the command (Romans
5:8). He forfeited the blessing, the fellowship with God and eternal life. He believed Satan’s word and he
chose the devil’s companionship.

But praise and thanks be to God for His love and faithfulness, because the LORD maintained the
covenant in spite of man’s breach. He instantly rejected the enmity caused by Satan. As Conqueror, the
LORD immediately spoke His Word of Life, of Re-creation. He restored the fellowship between God and
man. His Word of mercy, His covenant of grace was instantly proclaimed. This did effectively end the
enmity between man and God. Rather, God put the enmity between man and Satan instead. He addressed
the serpent saying, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your offspring and hers”
(Genesis 3:15). Through this enmity between man and Satan, fellowship with God was restored. 

The only way to have fellowship with God is to maintain the contrast, the antithesis between the
seed of the woman and the serpent, between the sons of light and darkness, or between believers and 

4



unbelievers. For God hates sin. He cannot stand it (Psalm 5:4-6; Exodus 33:5). His “eyes are too pure to
look on evil” (Hab. 1:13).

After having been driven out of the Garden and away from the tree of life (Genesis 3:24), Adam
showed his faith in God. In obedience to the mandate to rule over creation, including the serpent, Adam
did, in love, take the  woman you gave me. In faith, he accepted the sentence, the  painful toil (Genesis
3:17),  the  enmity  or  antithesis.  He  believed  that  the  promised  Seed  would  conquer  Satan.  Eve  also
believed. She embraced the pains in childbearing and the submission to Adam (Genesis 3:16).

In total  agreement in faith and love, from both sides, Adam  knew his wife Eve in spiritual and
physical unity (Genesis 4:1). In faith, Eve cried, “With the help of the LORD, I have brought forth a man”,
the promised seed. It likely was a robust, strong son, because she called her next son Abel, which may
mean a  trifle,  futile  or  little.  However,  she will  soon learn  that  not  physical,  but  spiritual  strength is
important. She will also learn to recognize, that their sin corrupted all mankind and all creation. Fellowship
with God still requires obedience and faith in the promised seed. Disobedience is fellowship with Satan
and death instead of life. For God maintains His covenant and fellowship with man, which means enmity
with the power of darkness.

 

Fellowship and Enmity
Cain and Abel were raised in the same family. Both were undoubtedly taught to serve God in faith.

The promise and the demand of the covenant were clearly explained to them. Both parents knew, from
experience, the real meaning of walking before God and having true fellowship with the covenant LORD.
They also knew how this is lost by disobedience. The children were taught to acknowledge God as the
absolute sovereign LORD, owner of everything He created. They also learned that their  daily bread was
given in grace, even though they painfully toiled for it (Genesis 3:17). No doubt, both Cain and Abel were
shown that this acknowledgement of God was to be expressed in their sacrifices.

We read that Cain ”brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel
brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock” (Genesis 4:3,4). They professed their faith in
their  offering.  Nevertheless,  the LORD looked at  the  heart.  He accepted  Abel  and rejected Cain  (cf.  I
Samuel 16:7). Cain did not detest, humble or examine himself. Rather, he disrespected God by becoming
angry (Genesis 4:5).

Abel had accepted Adam’s guilt as his own. In faith, he sacrificed the fat – the best of the firstborn
of some of his  flock.  “By faith  he was commended as a righteous man when God spoke well  of his
offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead” (Hebrews 11:4).

Cain believed in himself. He rejected what his parents taught him. Just to keep them off of his back,
he brought only some of the fruits of the soil. Therefore, he did in fact reject God.

Cain’s profession of faith, expressed in his offering, was apparently only for the show. And when
God let him know that his heart was infected by the serpent’s poison, he did not turn around. He became
angry, distancing himself even further from the fellowship with God.

Instead of self-examination, Cain did not consider his sinfulness and guilt, but his self-worth. He
did not believe in Christ’s righteousness, but in self-righteousness. He had no intention to love God and his
neighbour, but himself. He felt victimized, misunderstood and rejected. He was angry, hating God and his
children, and “his face was downcast” (Genesis 4:5). He felt enmity towards God, who had rejected him
and his offering. Instead of maintaining God’s imposed enmity with Satan, Cain joined Satan in rejecting
God’s authority. 
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Seed of the Serpent
“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but

rather that they turn from their ways and live…” (Ezekiel 33:11). Therefore the LORD warned Cain to turn,
to turn around, to abandon the road to perdition. The LORD acknowledged his feelings, but He also urged
him and encouraged him NOT to feel that way.

If you do not obey your Maker…”if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door; it
desires to have you, but you must master it.” (Genesis 4:6,7). Sin is like a ferocious animal lurking near the
door of its hiding place, ready to pounce on you. Sin is like a monstrous moray eel that will suddenly
swallow up whatever comes too close to the opening of its hiding place. Therefore, say no to your self-
centered feelings. Stop, do not go on into the direction of sin’s hiding place. Do not allow those negative
thoughts to enter your heart, for they will suddenly swallow you up and consume you. Instead of giving in
to sin, you must learn to overcome sin. Instead of nurturing self-centered feelings, you must turn around to
stay away from that ferocious animal lurking from its hiding place.

But Cain did not listen. Nobody was going to tell him what to do. He lured Abel away and secretly
killed him. This fratricide (murder of a brother) clearly expressed the total depravity caused by the original
fall into sin. He expressed his full rejection and hatred of the fellowship with God, in the act of murdering
his brother.

Before a judgment is announced, Cain hardens his heart. Rather than a confession of sin or even an
excuse when he is questioned (cf. Genesis 3:11,12), he denies any responsibility. He enters a not-guilty
plea before the supreme Judge (4:9). He is found guilty and convicted, for “the voice of your brother’s
blood is crying to me from the ground”. And what is the sentence? The harvest, which he figured was all
his own, will disappear, because tilling the ground will no longer result in the expected yield – “you will be
a fugitive and a wanderer  on the earth”.  And the defying Cain “went away from the presence of the
LORD…” (Genesis 4:16). He built himself a permanent place. To honor himself, he called his city after his
son, his seed, while living in fellowship with Satan.

Cain left God’s presence. He felt no longer part of God’s family. When he was born, his mother
had expressed the hope that this robust son would fulfill the promise. Would he be the one to  crush the
head of the serpent? Adam and Eve then learned, that disobedient seed of the woman becomes the seed of
the  serpent,  sons  of  fallen  man.  Adam  witnessed  these  developments  for  about  800  years  or  seven
generations.

Fellowship with God and walking before Him in His light, while maintaining the enmity with the
Prince of darkness, was rejected. The antithesis between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent
was not acknowledged. It was ignored and despised in order to satisfy sinful self-righteousness and the
desire of the flesh. Unbelieving man, also as the seed of the woman (Gen.3:20), rejected God’s fellowship.
Therefore, these sons of man chose to become the seed of the serpent, followers of the lie. 

Seed of the Woman
Did Satan win?  No,  because Adam and Eve,  God’s children,  did again confirm their  faith.  In

physical and spiritual unity, they trusted in God. They acknowledged that their hope, with the birth of Cain,
had been misplaced, and that the seed of the serpent had become apparent. They accepted that they also
lost Abel. They were confident in faith that God’s promises are sure, and that the seed of the woman, the
sons of God can, in faith, overcome the evil. In that way, they received another son in place of Abel.
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God re-established the family line to secure the birth of the promised seed, the second Adam. Satan
lost again, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him” (Genesis 4:25). Eve
acknowledged the loss of Abel, the alienation of Cain, as well as the gracious gift of Seth. He “also had a
son, and he named him Enosh” (4:26).

Cain had started to build a city with his children, but Seth and his son, along with Adam and Eve,
started public worship services. Calling upon the LORD and worshipping Him occurred from the beginning,
as is clear from Abel’s and Cain’s sacrifices. However, at this time, “men began to call on the name of the
LORD“ (4:26). This collective, public, and purposeful practice of a Word proclamation worship service,
started in the days of Enosh. Believers assembled together in unity of faith, in enmity with Satan, and in
fellowship with God.

The last part of Genesis 4 shows a picture of the situation in the days of Adam’s grandchildren, or a
snapshot in the mid-third century after creation. The seed of the serpent built a stronghold, or a center of
commerce and entertainment, while the seed of the woman, in dependence upon God, built an open center
for community worship. The cultural development of the two groups clearly differed in purpose, manner,
and  direction.  The  antithesis  was  obvious,  and  the  fellowship  with  God  progressed  towards  a  final
fulfillment.

The Seventh from Adam
With respect to the seed of the woman, the Holy Spirit shows us how God created and blessed

them, calling them man (Genesis 5:1). Then the offspring of Seth are mentioned in quick succession until
“the seventh of Adam” (Jude 14), – Enoch, who “walked with God” (Genesis 5:22). We are told in Genesis
5 that these children of God lived a long time, and that they had sons and daughters – Adam, Seth, Enosh,
Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, Enoch.

Excluded from the generation of Adam, the “son of God” (Luke 3:38), are Cain’s offspring. They
became  the seed of the serpent.  They also multiplied  – Cain,  Enoch,  Irad,  Mehujael,  Methushael  and
Lamech (Genesis 4:17,18). We are not told how long they lived, but it is made abundantly clear that these
generations  believed  in  themselves.  They  lived  without  God  and  by  the  rule  of  force  and  violence.
Lamech’s confession clearly expresses this arrogant, self-justifying praise (vs. 23,24). Their rule of life was
hate and excessive violence instead of love and unlimited forgiveness, “seventy-seven times” (Matthew
18:22).

Lamech’s first son was a pioneer in something like feedlot operations, owning large nomadic herds
of cattle and camels. He lived in tents, and he annexed more and more grazing areas to his territory. The
second son pioneered in making music and musical instruments, while the third son began fabricating iron
tools and weapons. Therefore, Lamech desired to undo the curse on Cain. He expressed great pride in the
prowess, pleasure and power his sons had attained. However, is it not significant that the genealogy of
Cain stops here? The genealogy of the sons of God continues until Noah – a man who also walked with
God.

The children  of God, until  the seventh from Adam, showed a different  lifestyle.  Enoch versus
Lamech, (not his grandson Lamech, the father of Noah), but Lamech the ‘big-mouth boaster’. Enoch, son
of Seth, (not of Cain), was a likely contemporary of Lamech and his sons. This Enoch walked with God
and he did not die a normal death like all the others (Gen.5:24). He lived a God-fearing life in obedience to
the LORD. He had sons and daughters. While looking after his family, he had a close spiritual fellowship
with God.
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“By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found
because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased
God” (Hebrews 11:5).

Three times the expression  he was taken  is used. He had prophesied against ungodly men in the
church, or among the fellowship of the sons of God, for they acted like Cain and like rebellious Korah
(Jude 11 etc.). As did Enoch, Jude also warned his brothers in the LORD, and the “shepherds who feed
themselves”  (v  12).  “See  the  LORD is  coming  with  thousands  and  thousands  of  holy  ones,  to  judge
everyone, and convict all the ungodly…” (Jude 14,15). He addressed the sons of God, when he warned
them about the “godless men who have secretly slipped in among you” (verse 4).

As always, the unfaithful leaders and heretics did not want to hear about judgment or all that fire
and brimstone stuff.  It  made  them angry,  because  their  sinfulness  and manipulations  were  uncovered
(John 3:20). They may very well have wanted to kill Enoch (cf. Nehemiah 9:26), but their search party
looked in vain. “He could not be found”, for the LORD took him to Himself, like Elijah. Enoch’s forefathers
and contemporaries may all have lived about 700 to 900 years, but Enoch “was no more” at age 365. God
shortened the burden and troubles of his life. Adam had passed away some 50 years earlier, but all the
other  patriarchs  were witnesses to this  fact.  Enoch’s  grandson, the father  of Noah, was also aware of
Enoch’s early departure.

Apostasy among the seed of the woman was growing. Therefore the increase in violence (Genesis
6:11) touched and infiltrated the fellowship of God. For they did increasingly ignore/minimize the enmity
between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent.  The days  of judgment (the Flood),  were
approaching as mankind’s wickedness expanded (cf. Genesis 6:5).The impending disaster was due to the
apostasy and deformation of God’s people, the church.

Jude,  likely  a  brother  of  the  Lord  Jesus  (Matthew  13:55;  Mark  6:3),  compared  his  own
contemporaries  with  those  in  the  days  of  Enoch.  He summarized  his  description  of  past  and present
apostates in verse 16: “These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they
boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage”. They seemed to be just like the first
offspring of the woman, Cain. They were scoffers who followed mere natural instincts (v 19), not having
the Spirit. Eventually they did completely open the gates to the followers of Satan.

Can the family of God survive? Is it not reasonable to conclude with Hosea that, “There is no
faithfulness, no love and no knowledge of God…Like Adam they have broken the covenant” (Hosea 4:1;
6:6,7)? 

But let us not despair, for Christ gathers, defends, and preserves his people, as also Jude concludes.
Only the LORD is able “to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious presence without
fault and with great joy – to the only God, our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forever more! Amen“ (Jude 24,25). 
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Extermination and Preservation

The judgment prophesied by Enoch had been rejected and ignored. “For in the days before the
flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage up to the day Noah entered the
ark” (Matthew 24:38). God’s grace and patience toward his own people could still benefit the wayward and
the apostates in the church and in the world. For the flood did not come until some 670 years after Enoch’s
departure. Nevertheless, unrighteousness and ungodliness had increased.

The curse of the ground with painful toil, was a heavy burden. Along with the growing apostasy
around them, the burden of life outside the Garden weighed heavily on Lamech, Enoch’s grandson. About
70 years after Enoch’s death, Lamech’s son Noah was born. Lamech said, “he will comfort us in the labour
and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed” (Genesis 5:29). He was so eagerly
looking forward to the fulfillment of the promise, that he thought it must be his son who would bring
redemption from the curse (Genesis 3:17-19). His son might end the misery,  corruption, violence,  and
apostasy  (cf.  Genesis  6:5).  But  his  hope  was  misplaced.  Eve  had  experienced  a  similar  misplaced
expectation (Genesis 4:1). Nevertheless, Noah did become an example of righteousness (Ezekiel 14:14,20).
He did exactly what was required, namely, “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with God”
(Micah 6:8). That must have been a comfort to his parents who suffered under the widespread wickedness
around them.

Noah had no children  until  he was 500 years  old,  a longer  period than any of his  forefathers.
Apparently all of them were less than 200 years old when they had their first son. (The Septuagint adds
another 100 years in some cases). Noah became the father of Shem, Ham and Japheth. They were not
triplets and the order of their birth is somewhat uncertain (cf. Genesis 9:24, 10:21). For example, we read
that “two years after the flood when Shem was 100 years old, he became the father of Arphaxad” (Genesis
11:10). “Noah was 600 years old when the floodwaters came on earth” (Gen 7:6).

Some twenty years before the birth of Noah’s first son, God decreed that every creature, men and
every kind of animal would be wiped from the face of the earth (Genesis 6:3,7), for the earth was corrupt
and full of violence (v 11). However, God saved Noah, who shared in Christ’s righteousness. Noah was
blameless and walked with God (Genesis 6:9). Like Enoch, he also preached about justice, righteousness,
and condemnation. His lifestyle was a living testimony and no doubt, the ungodly hated him for it (cf.
Proverbs 9:8).

In  the  extermination  of  the  corrupt  human  race,  God  preserved  Noah,  and  so  the  line  of  the
promised seed was maintained. He “protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness and seven others” (II
Peter 2:5). “In holy fear he built an ark to save his family” (Hebrews 11:7). He did it in obedience (Genesis
6:22) and in faith, when warned about things not yet seen.

While  inheriting  righteousness  (Hebrews  11:7),  building  the  ark  was  a  living  testimony  of
condemnation of the world and of maintenance of the enmity.

The distinction between the two kinds of seed, ‘Cainites’ and ‘Sethites’ slowly disappeared “when
man began to increase in number on the earth” (Genesis 6:1). This may refer to the beginning, i.e. ever
since sons and daughters were born on both sides. But it likely refers to a time that started before Lamech
and Enoch, the seventh of Adam. Adam was then about 800 years old. Apostasy, wickedness, or heresies
slipped in among the seed of the woman almost unnoticed, secretly, and deceitfully (c.f. Jude 4, etc.) As
always, it was a slow, poisoning, and decaying process. And what was that first rotten apple in the barrel
that caused the certain demise of the fellowship with God? It was intermarriage or cohabitation that wiped
out the enmity between godliness and wickedness (cf. Psalm 97:10; Hebrews 1:7; Proverbs 13:5).
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Genesis 6:1-4 describes how this came about and how, in the days of Noah, it reached its fullness.
It made e world ripe for destruction. The  sons of God, the seed of the woman, tempted themselves, as
Adam and Eve had done. They wished to gratify themselves with what they saw, and they believed that
there was nothing wrong with it. They discarded the contrast or the enmity that was placed between the
two seeds. They ignored the meaning of enjoying real, true life. Real life that lasts, means NOT to listen to
the ‘flesh’,  but to listen,  believe and obey the Giver of Life,  “for death is  the destiny of every man”
(Ecclesiastes 7:2). The  sons of God did not marry those God brought to them, but they “married any of
them  they  chose”,  to  satisfy  themselves  and  based  on  physical  features  and  not  spiritual  status
(Genesis 6:12; cf Num 25 and read Ezra 9, 10). 

Almost  naturally,  their  offspring continued in the same way.  Eventually,  they did totally reject
dependence on God. Physically they became heroic giants and spiritually they turned into self-serving,
arrogant tyrants. They decided for themselves what was right, profitable, and pleasurable. Their arrogance,
wickedness, corruption, and violence surpassed that of those born inside the camp of Satan. More over,
they were idolized for it (cf. Genesis 6:4,5,11). The consequence was that God decided to withdraw his
Spirit (cf. Psalm 104:30), so that mortal man will die (Genesis 6:3; cf. Romans 1:28). 

Enoch and Noah prophesied and preached. “God waited patiently…while the ark was being built”
(I Peter 3:20). Although warned, everyone seemed oblivious to it all, for “they knew nothing about what
would happen until the flood came and took them away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man”, the return of Jesus Christ (Matthew 24:38,39).

Noah and his family survived, for the LORD “knows how to rescue godly men” while punishing the
wicked (II Peter 2:9). God did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood. It devastated the
beauty of the world, while men and animals were exterminated. But righteous Noah and his family were
preserved and saved through water. The water portrays both death and life, judgment and salvation. “This
water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also…” (I Peter 3:21; Forms for Baptism). 

The Remnant and a New Start
It  has  been  said  that  the  whole  world  population  comes  from one  man,  the  righteous  Noah.

However, we cannot ignore that we were all corrupt and “sinful from the time my mother conceived me”
(Psalm 51:5), “through the disobedience of the one man” (Romans 5:19), “our first parents Adam and Eve
in Paradise” (Heidelberg Catechism, L.D. 5, Q/A 7). Adam “had a son in his own likeness, in his own
image;” (Gen 5:3).

Adam, the crown of creation, brought sin into this world. Cain had become the seed of the serpent
that in some eight centuries grew to an overpowering force (Lamech and sons). It almost swallowed up the
seed of the woman in the next eight centuries. Of the sons of God, only eight souls were saved (II Peter
2:5), but God’s flood did totally swallow up the seed of the serpent, the sons of man.

The righteous Noah and his family were to carry on. They were to maintain the glorification of
God’s Name on earth, until the second Adam would bring his children into eternal glory. The earth had
changed. Large areas did no longer “produce vegetation” (Genesis 1:11-13; and 24:25), such as rocky
mountain ranges and deserts. Therefore, the colossal plant-eating animals became extinct. The waters were
no longer gathered into only seas (Genesis 1:10), but also into large ice fields, that did not team with the
“creatures of the sea” (Genesis 1:20-23). Seasons were warped by periods of extreme weather and “the
lights in the expanse of the sky” (Genesis 1:14) did no longer  govern the day and the night in the same
manner as before. Large areas of the earth experienced long periods of darkness or light, warping the 
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lengths of days and nights.

After one year and ten days in the ark, the remnant of God’s people set foot on this altered earth.
Again God desired that all creatures (Genesis 1:22, 28), man and animals were to “multiply and be fruitful”
(Genesis 8:17). And what was one of the first things that this tiny congregation did? They held a public
worship service around an altar. They glorified God. Noah sacrificed offerings of self-dedication or burnt
offerings, that which ascends. By first laying his hands on the animal, he symbolically offered up himself,
returning to the LORD what  had been given (cf. Leviticus 1:4; Numbers 8:10). When, in later days, the
priests and Levites performed the prescribed actions, burnt offerings served also for the maintenance of the
public worship service. Blood had to be sprinkled all around on the altar, for without the  blood, God’s
people could not have fellowship with Him. Therefore, only Christ’s atoning blood could make it possible
for man to have fellowship with God.

“The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma” (Genesis 8:21). Did God like the smell of burning fat and
flesh? No, but He took pleasure in what man did to His glory. As with Abel, God judged the heart. We
could compare man’s offering with a toddler, who presents his parents whatever was made in kindergarten.
However insignificant or odd, the parents are delighted, because it is a response to their love. In the same
manner, God accepts man’s freewill offering. Christ “gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:2). He acted as the obedient second Adam, in response to His Father’s love.
Through us, God “spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. For we are to God the aroma
of Christ...,” shown in a life dedicated to God as a burnt offering (that which ascends, II Cor.2:15). 

God blessed Noah and his sons. He renewed his covenant with man and all creatures. “Never again
will all life be cut off by waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth” (Genesis
9:8-11; cf. 8:21,22). The rainbow was chosen as a sign of that renewed covenant with “all life on the earth”
(Genesis 9:17).

Life is precious. It is the most astonishing element of creation. Those who take the life of man or
animal will be held accountable (Genesis 9:4-6). God said in his heart, that he would never again curse the
ground because of man, in spite of man’s evil inclination (Genesis 8:21). He also protected man from the
animals. They would no longer pose a threat, for He said, “The fear and dread of you will fall upon all” the
animals (Genesis 9:2).

The incessant disbelief and escalating violence had not only resulted in mankind being wiped off
the earth, but it also affected all creation. However, God’s renewed covenant with Noah’s family included
all  life  on the  earth.  It  will  be maintained  by his  providence  to  the  end.  God’s  love  of  His  creation,
especially of His believing image bearers, and His grace towards them, will also benefit those who refuse
to be image bearers, the apostates. For sun and rain benefit the evil as well as the good (Matthew 5:45). In
His favour towards His own family (Genesis 8:22), the permanence of seasons, day and night, as well as
the provision of food and government of nations, are still evidence of His providence.

Again, mankind could enjoy God’s grace, love, and fellowship in faithful obedience and in enmity
with the evil one. For with all their heart they must “always hate all sin and delight in all righteousness”
(Heidelberg Catechism, L.D. 44). 



11



Fellowship Prophetically Secured

Righteous Noah still passed on the sin of all mankind to his sons. Adam and Eve’s choice, to decide
for themselves what is good or bad, poisoned also Noah and his offspring – the three patriarchs of all
people, who were “scattered over the earth”  (Genesis 9:19).

Noah was not a gatherer, hunter or herdsman, but “a man of the soil” (Genesis 9:20). He was a
former carpenter, who built the ark, a horticulturist, and also a vine-dresser. As image bearer of his Creator,
his intelligence and skill resulted in the cultivation of plants and the production of wine, oil, and bread (cf.
Psalm 104:14,15).

Nevertheless, wine and bread are still gifts of God. Noah showed that the abuse of these gifts had
negative consequences. His misuse of the pleasures of wine, resulted in drunkenness that led, in his case, to
immodesty (cf. Proverbs 31:4,5).

The influence of sin, and Satan’s enmity, surfaced already in Noah’s family. Ham found his nude
father. He showed no regard for God’s authority, for he expressed disrespect for his father in delightfully
telling his brothers. But Shem and Japheth were not amused. They honoured God in honouring their father,
for they displayed pious respect (Genesis 9:23).

“Honor your father and mother…” is of such far-reaching importance, that a promise is added “that
you may enjoy long life on the earth” (Ephesians 6:2,3). Keeping this commandment in faith, also affects
one’s offspring  to a thousand generations.  Such a promise had already been mentioned in the second
commandment (Exodus 20:6).

The first  commandment,  however,  that  confronts  every child,  is  this  fifth  one.  Obedience  is  a
primary prerequisite to LIFE. To learn this, Adam and Eve had been presented with two trees and a free
will to choose. Since that time, it is initially learned by obeying those whom God has given delegated
authority. One must obey from the heart to become ALIVE again, to be born again. Obeying one’s parents,
is therefore the basic beginning of a growth in faith. Disobedience to parents is the start on a slippery slope
into apostasy, and a return to decadence that ends in death (cf. Deuteronomy 21:18-21).

When Noah learned how he had been insulted by his youngest/smaller son Ham, he cursed Ham's
youngest son (Genesis 10:6). He prophesied that Canaan would be the “lowest of slaves…to his brothers”
(Genesis 9:25). He predicted that Canaan’s people would never be a world power like one of his brother’s
offspring. For example, the supreme ruler Nimrod, who had a proverbial reputation as a hunter. Even God
was aware of him (Genesis 10:8,9). Canaan would always be a subordinate nation. Many of his offspring,
the Hittites, Hivites, Amorites, Gergashites and Jebusites served Israel. They prepared the promised land
by digging wells,  planting  vine  yards  and olive  groves,  as well  as,  by building  houses  and cities  (cf.
Genesis  10:15-19;  Joshua 3:10  and Deuteronomy 6:10,11).  Several  hundred  years  later,  some of  their
children were conscripted as servants by Solomon (I Kings 9:20,21).

The nations of Ham occupied the approximate area south of Sidon and on both sides of the Red
Sea, with Canaan’s clans along the Mediterranean coast including Sodom and Gomorrah.

Noah foresaw the future apostasy of God’s people and the consequent decadence of humankind. Not only
would Ham’s children turn their backs on fellowship with God; also Japheth’s generations would move far
away. Nevertheless, Japheth would be blessed in two ways. His generations would multiply and spread out
from the Caspian Sea to the Mediterranean and the Atlantic  coasts (Genesis 10:2-4).  More over,  they
would eventually return to the tents of Shem (Genesis 9:27), when the gospel would spread from Antioch to
the West.
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Shem is chosen to carry on the line of the promised seed, the seed of the woman. This choice did
not exclude others or assign all of them to the seed of the serpent. Noah blessed Shem, for through him the
covenant  LORD,  Jahweh,  would  fulfill  his  promise  to  crush  the  serpent.  The  line  of  the  covenant  is
maintained by “the God of Shem” (Genesis 9:28), who is later the God of Abraham and his seed. The
covenant LORD “works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will” (Ephesians 1:11).

“Shem was the ancestor of all  the sons of Eber”,  the father of the Hebrews. Shem’s third son
Arphaxad was the father of Shelah, the father of Eber (Heber). Eber had two sons. His son Peleg became
the great-grandfather of Nahor, the grandfather of Abraham. It is noted (Genesis 10:25), that in Peleg’s
“time the earth was divided” (cf. Genesis 11:9). Eber’s other son was Yoktan who also had many sons and
daughters and formed several nations of also Hebrews. The nations descending from Shem lived in the
approximate area bulging out from around the Persian Gulf following a line to Sodom, and past Damascus,
north to Armenia and again south to the Gulf (Genesis 10:22-30).

Fellowship and enmity continued. These will be maintained as long as the earth endures.  Shem was
privileged to carry on the line of the Promised Seed, the line of God’s family, the church, throughout all
generations. “Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself” (Psalm 4:3). God’s choice of Shem
was not exclusive or individualistic. Upon his call, the LORD will also bless offspring of Ham, for Isaiah
declares, “Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my handiwork, and Israel my inheritance” (Isaiah 19:18-
25). God grants faith to His elect, but this election is about believers and their seed, and in the way of the
covenant, the way of faith and repentance. Recorded as God’s elect are all children, who are  led by the
Spirit of God, for they received the Spirit of sonship (Romans 8:14; c.f. Matt.3:9). Also sons and daughters
of Ham are led by the Spirit, and in faith join God’s people, such as the Canaanite Rahab (Hebrews 11:31),
and the peoples of Babylon, Philistia, Tyre and Cush (Psalm 87).Yes, even survivors of all nations that
attacked Jerusalem will “worship the King, the LORD almighty” (Zechariah 14:16).  

“How unsearchable his judgments and his paths beyond tracing out…To him be the glory forever,
Amen.” (Romans 11:33-36).

Territories of Noah's Sons



The Shemites

After the flood, the nations did not spread out over the earth (Gen.10), until God forced them to do
so (Gen.11:8,9). This happened in the days of Peleg, and before Noah’s death, – about one to three hundred
years after the flood (Gen.10:25). The descendants of Noah had settled in the valley of Shinar, where they
eventually  refused  to  be  dependent  on  God  as  their  provider  and  protector.  They  decided  to  build
themselves a stronghold, a city, using baked bricks, tar, and mortar. To prevent the increasing population
from getting lost, and from being scattered all over, they started to build a monument in the city. They built
a tower so tall, that it could be seen from far away.  Unite for might was their slogan. This was in direct
opposition to God’s plan and command, for mankind was to fill the earth (Gen.1:28; 9:1). But again, they
made up their own mind, they decided for themselves what was right in their own eyes. In this way, they
erased the enmity with Satan, as others had done in the past.

Fellowship with God their  Creator and Redeemer was again ignored and then rejected.  But the
LORD was faithful to His Word. He laughed at man’s self-righteous confidence (c.f. Psalm 2:4). He came
down,  and  with  one  swoop,  He  made  their  sinful  attempts  unworkable.  He  confused  their  language
(Gen.11:7). Without a common language, they no longer desired to stay together. This also stopped their
revolt  and  their  united  resistance  against  God.  As  always,  the  LORD  reached  His  goal.  Mankind’s
constructions to prevent that from happening, were halted. Satan’s driven revolt blew up in his own face,
because when man refused, God himself “scattered them over the face of the whole earth” (Gen.11:8,9). 

After the confusion of Babel, man did not return to God to serve Him or to thank and glorify His
Name. They only listened to their own sinful hearts. They rejected God’s fellowship and authority. In their
pride, they established their own nations. Therefore, the LORD “let the nations go their own way” (Acts
14:16), and He “gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done”(Rom.1:28).

However, in His love for His creation, God established for himself a nation that was to praise and
glorify Him. He chose Abram and his offspring to be His own people. In doing so, the LORD himself
secured the future of eternal fellowship with mankind (c.f.1 John 1:3,4.), because one day it will be said,
“now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them”(Rev.21: 3).

The LORD did not chose Job , who may have been a contemporary of Abram. “This man was
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil”(Job 1:1). Even when Satan used his wife to tempt
him (Job 2:9),  Job maintained  the  enmity  with Satan  and the  fellowship  with  God.  However,  in  His
sovereign pleasure, God chose Abram and his offspring.

Abram  was  not  only  chosen  to  continue  the  line  of  the  promised seed  of  the  woman from
Shem/Heber, but also to have his offspring set apart, in order to maintain the enmity, the antithesis, and to
enjoy God’s self revealing relationship. The LORD conversed with Abraham, who was called God’s friend
(Isa.41:8). He promised his offspring a country, but above all, a blessing that would be beneficial to all
peoples of the earth (Gen.12:2, 3; Gen. 17:5; 18:18). “All nations will be blessed through you” (Gal.3:8),
for Abraham is the father of us all (Matt.3:9; Rom.4:16,17.)

A few decades after Noah had died, God called Abram to go where He would show him (Gen.12: Acts
7:2-4). With his father Terah and Lot, his nephew, he traveled northwest from Ur of the Chaldeans to Paddan-
Aram, at  the end of  Shemite country.  They settled in Haran.  Other relatives must have joined them, for
Rebekah, grand-daughter of Abraham’s brother Nahor, came later from that area (cf Gen 11:31; 22:20ff:
24:10ff).

14



However, Abraham did not only have to leave his country of birth, the Ur of the Chaldeans, but
also his people, the Shemites, and his father’s house. He left his relatives in Haran and moved further south
into the land of the cursed Canaanites. There he was known as the Hebrew (Gen.14:13). He was 75 years
old at that time, married, but childless (Gen.12:4, 5; c.f. Acts 7).

Some nine generations after the flood, the God of Shem  became known as  the God of Abraham
(c.f.Gen.9:28; 24:42, 48; 26:24; 31:53). Although Israel was Abraham’s grandson, it was another nine or
ten generations later that the LORD became known as the God of Israel. The LORD told Abraham that his
descendants would only take possession of the land 400 years later, because “the sin of the Amorites has
not yet reached its full measure”(Gen. 15:16). God  himself would give them riches, possessions, cities,
vineyards and water wells. Abraham’s offspring were to be the sons of God, the seed of the woman. They
were chosen to enjoy God’s fellowship. They would be established as a holy nation, God’s private treasure,
a kingdom of priests (Ex.14:5, 6.), wholly consecrated to perform in his service (c.f. 1 Peter 2:5; Rev.5:10).
God would reveal himself to them, and to no other nation (Psalm 147:17, 20). Abraham’s offspring was to
be a people belonging to God, in order that they declare to the whole world the purpose of God’s choice.
For the goal of all His deeds is to receive honour, glory, and praise for the redemption of the world, out of
the darkness of Satan’s power, into the wonderful light of God’s fellowship (1Peter 2:9; c.f. Rev. 4:8, 11;
5:13).

By setting Abraham apart  to become a nation,  the LORD ensured that  His  established enmity
continued,  and  that  the  fellowship  of  God  and  men  progressed  towards  full  completion.  Then  “the
mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established…and all nations will stream to it” (Isa 2:2; cf. Isa
60:3).

A New Beginning
After confusing their language, the LORD withdrew, and let the nations go their own way (Acts

14:16), giving them up to their own depraved mind (Rom 1:28). The LORD made a new beginning by
choosing Abram and his offspring. In this way, the LORD established His own nation under His divine
kingship of peace. The LORD desired peace and required it, but more importantly he achieved it, in spite
of man’s protest, unwillingness or disobedience.

Abram did not receive the command to multiply and fill the earth like Adam and Noah. The LORD
promised that he would become the father of many nations. He was still childless at age 99 (Gen 17:1-4),
but God the Almighty can create life from what is ‘dead’ (cf. Gen 15; John 5:21). His descendants would
be as numerous as the stars (Gen 22:17). 

And how did Abraham react? He believed. All that was necessary was to believe. Adam, Noah and
Abraham were expected not to follow their own mind or to rely on their own good works (I Cor 1:30), but
they were to take advantage of the privilege of having God’s revelation. Therefore, they believed and acted
accordingly. This basic covenant response, expected from everyone, always is, “To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). This means one simple thing: do what God asks.
Obey his commandments from the heart while living in fellowship with Him – securely as proud toddlers
on Father’s hand (cf. Eccl 12:13). 

In His covenant, God instructed Abraham: “Walk before me and be blameless” (Gen 17:1), like
Adam did in the beginning. Believe and obey,  for that is  life with covenantal  blessings.  Unbelief  and
disobedience is death. Therefore, covenant breakers will be cut off. He who refuses to be cut, will be cut 
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off (Gen 17:14). In this way,  also Jeremiah urges God’s people to repent and believe with the words,
“Circumcise yourself to the LORD, circumcise your hearts … or my wrath will break out and burn like fire
… with no one to quench it” (Jer 4:4).

In spite of his old age, Abraham believed that he would have a son. In spite of being a stranger on
the move, he believed that his offspring would possess this country. And “the LORD credited it to him as
righteousness” (Gen 15:6; James 2:23). 

Abraham also confessed this faith by showing obedience, especially when he did not withhold his
only  son  from  the  LORD  (Gen  22:12).  The  most  telling  confession  is  not  words,  but  acts,  acts  of
obedience.  When the  LORD gave  the  command  of  circumcision  as  a  sign  and seal  of  the  covenant,
Abraham reacted immediately. On that very day, at age 99, he had everyone in his household circumcised,
including slaves, Ishmael at age 13, and himself (Gen 17:23ff).

This righteous man, whose faith was unrelenting, had to wander as an alien among the wicked.
Then God also separated him from his nephew Lot, who preferred the secure riches of the valley (Gen
13:10). However, the cities were full of sin and immorality (Gen 13:12,15; 19:13). Their lawless deeds
tormented righteous Lot (2 Peter 2:7,8). As soon as he left, as ordered, the LORD destroyed those cities
(Gen 19:25; Luke 17:32). By his daughters, Lot became the forefather of the Moabites and Ammonites
(Gen 17:37,38; cf. II Chron 20:10; Deut 2:19; Eze 25:8-11). None of their children could enter the temple,
even to the tenth generation, because they did not meet Israel with bread and water. They had them cursed
instead (Deut 23:4).

After Isaac’s birth, Ishmael showed disrespect to God’s covenant word (Gal 4:29). When he was
about 18 years old, Abraham had to send him away with his mother (Gen 21:14). God fulfilled His promise
to Abraham for He was with Ishmael (vs. 20). Ishmael became the father of twelve rulers of a great nation
that “lived in hostility toward all their brothers” (Gen 25:12-18).

Not knowing where he was to go (Gen 12:1; Acts 7:3), Abraham had traveled south from Haran,
past Damascus, into the land of the Canaanites. After he reached the center of the country,  the LORD
revealed to him that he had arrived in the land that God would give to his offspring (Gen 12:7). This was
near Shechem, between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim (cf. Deut 11:29; Joshua 8:33). There Abraham built an
altar for worship. He then continued south for about 30km and stayed for some time near Bethel. There he
also built an altar to the LORD for the purpose of public worship services with his household (Gen 12:8).
He then kept going further south. During a famine he ended up in Egypt. When the Pharaoh realized how
powerful Abraham’s God was, he helped him to move away (Gen 12:20). Upon his return to Canaan,
Abraham went from one place to another along the western slopes of the mountain range until he reached
Bethel. There he again called on the name of the LORD at the altar he had built earlier. As their flocks
grew too large, Lot chose to live in the Jordan valley, which was not dependent on rain (Gen 13:10). So he
settled on the east side of the Canaanite hill country, and Abraham traveled south on the west side of these
hills.

After about 45km, he settled near the great oaks of Mamre, at Hebron, and he built an altar to the
LORD. At Mamre, the LORD confirmed and sealed His covenant (Gen 17). He also visited him there,
before destroying the plains of Sodom with the “secure wealth” Lot had chosen (Gen 18:1,29). Lot and his
offspring eventually settled further east (Moab and Ammon). Abraham moved about 50km southwest, and
for some time he lived in Gerar, in the plains of the Philistines. God spoke to their king Abimelech in a
dream. From this experience, Abimelech apparently preferred to keep Abraham at a safe distance. He told
Abraham to live wherever he wanted, for “my land is before you” (Gen 20:15). About five years later, 
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however, the king and his army general visited Abraham near Beersheba, almost 25km east of Gerar. Their
intentions were to secure a peace treaty.  The Philistines recognized that God blessed Abraham and his
household “in everything they did” (Gen 21:22,23). Abraham agreed to a treaty and marked the place of
public worship services in that area by planting a tamarisk tree at Beersheba.  As required (Gen 13:7),
Abraham had traveled through the country for about thirty years and then “he stayed in the land of the
Philistines for a long time” (Gen 22:34).

Another  thirty  years  later,  he  is  reportedly  living  again  near  Mamre,  some  40km  north  of
Beersheba. There, among the Hittites, Sara died at Kirjath-arba (Hebron). Abraham bought some treed
acreage with a burial cave, called the Machpelah (Gen 23; see also Sarah, p.29)

After Sarah’s death, Abraham upheld the enmity in his fellowship with God by not having Isaac
marry  one  of  the  Canaanites.  Nevertheless,  he  maintained  a  positive  relationship  with  those  godless
Canaanites around him. This is evident from the respect shown towards each other when a Hittite sold him
a field (Gen 23), and when a Philistine king secured a peace treaty. He was 136 years old when Sarah died.
Abraham’s concubine Keturah bore him six sons (I Chron 1:32). He may have married her after Sarah’s
death (Gen 25:1). When he was 140 years old, his son Isaac married also, but remained childless for twenty
years. Abraham died at age 175 and he was buried by Isaac and Ishmael. Before he died, Abraham had sent
his other sons away from Isaac to live among the Shemites  in his original  homeland.  These covenant
children were given gifts (Gen 25:6), but Abraham left his inheritance to Isaac and his sons Jacob and
Esau. They were 15 years old when Abraham died.

God did not take his people out of the world, but he set them apart as a nation. God’s family or
fellowship was segregated to maintain His righteousness, truth, mercy and love in the world to God’s glory
and for the benefit of the world. For “all nations will be blessed through you” (Gal 3:8), and “the God of
peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Rom 16:20; cf. Gen 3:15).

Isaac’s Isolation and Esau’s Exclusion
Although mankind repeatedly rejected God’s promises and His fellowship, the LORD remained

faithful to His Word. In His sovereign good pleasure, He not only chose Abraham, but He also revealed
that mankind’s fellowship with God would be restored through Isaac and his offspring. They were to be His
people to maintain fellowship with God on earth for the benefit of the whole world (Gen 12:3; 22:18; 26:4;
Gal 3:8), and for the glory of God (I Peter 2:9). God did not chose Abraham’s first son, Ishmael, for He
revealed that through Isaac “your offspring will be reckoned” (Gen 21:12; Heb 11:18). The apostle Paul
explains that not the natural children, or the children of the flesh, but the children of promise are regarded
Abraham’s offspring (Rom 9:7,8), and “Those who believe are children of Abraham” (Gal 3:7,26), from
whatever nation.

Isaac received the same promises as Abraham (Gen 26:3,4), not because he merited that privilege,
but “because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws “
(vs. 5, cf Heid.Catech.  L.D. 23, 24)). The promised fellowship with God through enmity with sin and
Satan, is for believers and their children. Abraham believed and acted accordingly, for faith is shown by
deeds (James 2:21,22; cf. Rom. 4:2,16).

Isaac followed in his father’s footsteps and imitated his faith (cf. Heb 13:7). Eventually, also Isaac
became more and more aware of God’s gift of faith (Phil 2:13; cf. Canons of Dort III/IV, art 14). Also
Isaac knew that he was no less than others, an “object of wrath” (Eph 2:3; Eccl 7:2). But he believed God’s
Word, God’s gracious gifts and God’s choosing. As revealed to his father, Isaac’s offspring were to 
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become a holy nation, blameless before God (Eph 1:4). God confirmed it personally when he spoke to
Isaac (Gen 26:3). Therefore, Isaac humbled himself before God, he adored His mercies, and he loved God
and his neighbour (cf. Canons of Dort I, art 13).

When he was about four years old, Isaac lost his older brother, for Ishmael was sent away. In his
teens, Isaac was about to become the sacrificial lamb, but God intervened and rescued him (Gen 22). His
mother Sarah died when he was 36 years  old. At forty,  his father arranged his marriage.  He accepted
Rebekah, his cousin’s daughter, from the hand of the LORD (Gen 24:26, 27, 48), and he loved her (v67;
Gen 26:8). However, for twenty years, they remained childless. Before Abraham died, he had sent his other
sons away from Isaac (Gen 25:6). Isaac was 75 years old when Abraham died and he lived for another 105
years (Gen 25:29). 

Like his father, Isaac was an alien in a foreign land. Nevertheless, his father had been a force to be
reckoned with, for he could muster an army of over 300 men that were born in his household (Gen 14:14).
He was also very wealthy (Gen 13:2,6ff;  Gen 24:35). Isaac inherited all  his father’s possessions (Gen
25:5). Therefore, also Isaac was rich and powerful (Gen 26:16). He could no doubt have forcefully taken
possession of land, but he believed God’s Word. Therefore he lived by that Word, for God had revealed
that it was not yet God’s time to possess the land (Gen 15:16).

When there was another famine in the land, the Lord told Isaac not to go to Egypt as his father had
done. So Isaac stayed among the Philistines in Gerar. There the Lord confirmed His promises that his
numerous descendants would one day possess all these lands, and the LORD said “through your offspring
all nations on earth will be blessed” (Gen 26:4).

The king of the Philistines, who lived in Gerar, had been kind to Abraham (Gen 20:15). Although
Isaac did not trust the people in Gerar (Gen 26:7), the king Abimelech allowed him to settle there. Isaac
even planted crops (vs. 12) and the LORD blessed him with a great harvest. 

The Philistines, however, envied him as he grew richer and more powerful. Eventually they asked
him to move away (Gen 26:16). Isaac complied, and he went further upstream towards the hills in the
Besor river valley. He dug water wells, but on two occasions the Philistine herdsmen argued that the water
in his well belonged to them (Gen 26:20). Isaac did not exercise his rights and he did not use his power. He
reacted by simply moving on. He walked with God. He was comforted in the knowledge that with body
and soul, with his household and all his possessions, he belonged to God. As a father, God would work
everything to benefit his eternal salvation (cf. Heidelberg Catechism, LD 1 and 9). Therefore, when the
Philistines did not quarrel about a third well about 50 km south of Gerar, he called it Rehoboth, saying
“Now the Lord has given us room and we will flourish in the land” (Gen 26:22). 

His life in fellowship with the LORD was also obvious to the godless people around him. After he
had moved about 50 km northeast from Rehoboth, the Philistine king and his army general paid him a visit
in Beersheba. They desired to secure a peace treaty, because they said, “We saw clearly that the LORD was
with you,” and we want you to promise that you will not do us any harm (Gen 26:28, 29). Isaac complied
(vs. 31) just as his father had done (Gen 21:22-34).

Although Isaac and his household were set apart, distinguished and isolated from unbelievers, they
were not insulated or protected from negative influences. Their son Esau rejected God’s gift of freedom in
fellowship with Him and through enmity with sin and Satan. He despised the covenant. After he had been
married for over 30 years, he sold his birthright as something meaningless. In this way, he rejected not only
his father’s faith, but also the promised seed and salvation. He did not trust that God would look after him.
He figured he could look after himself. He decided for himself, like Cain, what was good or evil. He 
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married two women from the camp of Satan (Gen 26:34,35). This grieved his parents and they sent Jacob
to  look for  a  wife  from among  their  relatives.  Esau then  married  yet  another  unbelieving  woman,  a
daughter of Ishmael (Gen 28:8,9). Did he do it to spite his parents or did he marry a relative like they
wanted?

Esau did not regard the revelation his grandfather had talked about when Esau was in his early
teens (cf. Gen 15:13-16). He rejected his father’s isolation and fellowship with God through enmity with
Satan. He was a covenant breaker, invoking God’s wrath. The prophet Malachi later affirmed God’s love
for His covenant people. 

“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”, the LORD says. “Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated,
and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.”
Edom may say “Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins.” But this is what the
LORD Almighty says: “They may build, but I will demolish. They will be called the Wicked Land,
a people always under the wrath of the LORD. You will see it with your own eyes and say, ‘Great
is the LORD – even beyond the borders of Israel’ ” (Mal 1:2-5).

Esau’s rejection and negative behavior was for Isaac, as for any father, a difficult pill to swallow.
The  fear of the Lord was everything to Isaac (cf. Gen 31:53b), and he never wavered. The LORD had
chosen Jacob above Esau, but Isaac loved Esau more than Jacob. Isaac made a carnal choice. Jacob could
not wait in faith for the LORD to provide, as his grandfather had done (Gen 22:14). Jacob’s treachery was
condemnable and Isaac, as God’s instrument, unwittingly pronounced the blessing on Jacob, God’s chosen
crown prince.  When faced with  this  fact,  Isaac  recognized  and honored God’s  providential  hand.  He
confirmed this when he answered Esau, “I have made him lord over you and have made all his relatives his
servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine” (Gen 27:37). Then Isaac prophesied that Esau
would not live in dependence on the LORD, but by the sword, as he had already chosen to do. Isaac also
confirmed Jacob’s position as crown prince when he sent him away with God’s blessing to find a wife.
(Gen 28:1-5).  “By faith  Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their  future.” (Heb 11:20; see also
Rebekah, p.29).

Isaac was privileged to witness Jacob’s return. For the last 12 years of his life he was not only aware of the
sins of his grandchildren, but he also observed the making of Israel’s nation, God’s own people.

“We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who is born of God keeps him
(himself, Korte Verkl.) safe, and the evil one cannot harm him” (I John 5:18).

“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence
without  fault  and  with  great  joy  –  to  the  only  God our  Savior  be  glory,  majesty,  power  and
authority,  through Jesus Christ  our Lord,  before all  ages,  now and forevermore!  Amen,”  (Jude
24,25).

Jacob’s Struggles
How glorious is God’s undeserved grace and mercy towards sinners who seek His salvation, even

in  their  sinful  zeal.  Jacob  had  eagerly  reached  out  for  the  covenant  promises  by  sinful  trickery.  His
deception made Esau angry,  but the LORD seemed to ignore it.  As Jacob was fleeing from Esau, the
LORD did not address him with a reprimand, but He repeated the  promises He made to Abraham and
Isaac, and He added, “I am with you and will watch over you. I will not leave you until I have done what I
have promised you” (Gen 28:15). At Bethel in “God’s House”, as Jacob called the place, the fellowship 
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with God was assured. His abundant grace, blessing and mercy was poured out with the service of angels.
An unbelieving Esau could not possibly fathom such sovereign favour. 

To the northeast  in Padam Aram, across the Euphrates,  Jacob worked for his uncle Laban.  He
received no wages for the first month (Gen 27:14). After seven years of service, Jacob married his cousins
Leah and Rachel. He was 84 years old at the time. His brother had married two Hittite women at age 40,
but Jacob had waited for the LORD to lead him to his wife. He was a diligent, hard worker. His initial
seven years for Rachel, he said, “seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her” (Gen
29:20).  In the next seven years, the LORD blessed them with eleven sons and a daughter. The LORD also
blessed him in his work, because his employer’s business flourished on his account (Gen 30:30).

After working for fourteen years to pay for his wives, Jacob proposed that his wages would be all
the multi-coloured animals born to a flock of pure-white sheep and even-coloured goats. Laban agreed. He
took those animals and had his own sons look after them, while he put his own herd in the care of Jacob.
This was to his benefit, for Laban knew that the LORD blessed Jacob’s work (Gen 30:27). Jacob tried to
cheat Laban by influencing the breeding of the animals in order to end up with the stronger, spring-born
lambs and kids. But Laban repeatedly changed his wages to favour himself (Gen 31:41). Jacob the cheater
was cheated, but more importantly, Jacob’s behavior was not in concert with a life in fellowship with God.
His  deeds  violated  the eighth  rule  of  fellowship – “We must  not  defraud our  neighbour  in  any way,
whether by force or by show of right” (Heidelberg Catechism, LD 42, Q/A 110). Nevertheless, we read,
“In this way, the man grew exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks, and maidservants and
man-servants, and camels and donkeys” (Gen 30:43).

Jacob mistrusted and feared Laban. After twenty years in his service, Jacob and his household fled
with everything they had (Gen 31:38). Laban pursued them, but the LORD protected them (Gen 31:29, 42),
so that Laban made a treaty with Jacob. From then on, they agreed to leave each other be (vs. 52).

Before he traveled west towards Canaan through the mountains along the river Jabbok, Jacob sent
messengers to appease Esau, who lived more than 160km to the south in Seir. When he heard that Esau
was on his way to meet him with 400 soldiers, Jacob’s anxiety increased. Again, he tried to influence
events. To pacify Esau, he sent gifts (Gen 32:30). His guilty conscience burned within him. Under cover of
darkness, he made everyone cross the river with all his belongings. He then withdrew in solitude and, no
doubt, brought his sins, worries and anxieties before the LORD. Then, in the darkness, a man appeared and
wrestled with him (Gen 32:22-30). “He struggled with the angel and overcame him; he wept and begged
for his favour” (Hosea 12:4; cf. Gen 18:1,2). He did not give up when his hip was out of joint. This was a
critical turning point in his life. Then Jacob, the  cheater of men, became Israel, the  challenger of God.
Acknowledging his sins, he relied on God’s promises and he was not disappointed. The next day, he went
on ahead of his household and bowed before Esau. “But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he
threw his arms around him. And they wept” (Gen 33:4; cf. Luke 17:33).

Likely for a few years,  Jacob stayed in Succoth. There “he built  a place for himself  and made
shelters  for  his  livestock”  (Gen  33:17).  He  then  crossed  the  Jordan  into  Canaan  where  he  bought  a
homestead near Shechem. There he set up an altar, calling it “Mighty is the God of Israel” (Gen 33:20).
However, he did not fulfill his vow made at Bethel, when he escaped Esau’s vengeance (Gen 28:21,22).
Only when he was forced to leave Shechem, and instructed by God to go to Bethel, only then did Jacob
follow through on his vow of thanksgiving for a safe return to Canaan. By their treacherous vengeance, his
young sons, Simeon and Levi, had made it impossible for them to stay and live among the Canaanites and 
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Perizites (Gen 35:1). But the LORD protected them, for “the terror of God fell upon the towns all around
them  so  that  no  one  pursued  them”  (vs.  5).  This  necessary  move  also  halted  Satan’s  attempts  to
amalgamate God’s chosen people and swallow them up by intermarriage (Gen 34:9; see also Dinah, p.31).

When he finally arrived in Bethel, Jacob built an altar and worshiped God, offering his tithes, as he
had vowed. He acknowledged to have life only in God’s fellowship and in full dependence on Him. There
the LORD confirmed His Word, renewed His covenant with Israel, and talked with him (Gen 35:13; cf.
Gen 28:15).

About ten years  after  his  return to  Canaan,  Jacob and his household “came home” to Isaac at
Mamre.  It  is  likely that  after  meeting  Esau, he had visited his  father.  Mamre is  about  50-60km from
Succoth and Shechem. It was probably not advisable to move there right away with all his herds for lack of
sufficient pastures.

On their way south, Rachel gave birth to Benjamin, but she died and was buried near Ramah, about
10km north of Bethlehem or Ephrath (Gen 35:16-20; 48:7). After traveling another 20km south along the
mountain range, they arrived home where Isaac lived on the acreage with the cave of Machpelah, near
Hebron.

Jacob, the rightful successor, took charge of his father’s estate. Shortly after returning home, he
sent Joseph from Hebron to visit his brothers – the sons of Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar
and Zebulun (cf. Gen 37:2). They were again grazing their herds near Shechem, more than 50km to the
north (Gen 37:14). The 18-year-old Joseph located them near Dothan, another 15km further north.

Joseph, Israel’s favourite son, had been given a robe fit for a prince. His mother Rachel was Jacob’s
chosen wife and Jacob loved her  more  than Leah.  Therefore,  Joseph might  inherit  all  the rights  of a
firstborn, namely to be the ruler of the clan and to receive a double portion of his father’s estate (cf. Gen 48
and Deut 21:15-17). His brothers hated him and they just could not stand him (Gen 37:4). The possibility
of Joseph becoming their chief seemed to have been aggravated by Joseph’s dreams. So when they saw
him approaching them near Dothan, they planned to make sure that his dreams would never come true.
They intended to kill him, but upon Judah’s advice they sold him into slavery. Their jealousy and hatred
was so great that they let their father and grandfather believe that Joseph had been killed by a ferocious
beast  (Gen 37:33,  cf.  42:21).  The ongoing decline  or  deformation  of  the  fellowship  of  God’s  people
surfaced repeatedly. 

Israel inherited Isaac’s possessions and his father lived with him for another twelve years. Isaac
died at age 180. Ten years later, Jacob arrived in Egypt. That was likely around 1710 BC. He was then 130
years old. During more than 30 years since his return to Canaan, his son Judah married and he also had
twin sons by his daughter-in-law Tamar. The oldest was Perez, Judah’s successor and heir of the promise
(Gen 38; cf. Matt 1:3; see also Tamar, p.32)).

Jacob lived another seventeen years in Egypt before he died at age 147. “Israel said to Joseph, ‘I
never expected to see your face again and now God has allowed me to see your children too’ ” (Gen
48:11). Jacob was buried near Mamre, where also his grandparents, his parents and his wife Leah had been
buried. God’s people were saved through Joseph, but removed from the promised land.

For at least the next 50 years, the Israelites continued to live in Egypt with Joseph as their ruler,
leader and provider (Gen 50:14, 18, 21, 22). His sons, who were also related to the important class of
Egyptian priests, may have functioned as Joseph’s successor.  About three centuries later, they became
slaves. “Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt” (Ex 1:8), and “so they
put slave masters over them to oppress them” (vs. 11).
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Jacob had shown a passionate zeal to attain God’s promises early. Until he returned from Padan
Aram to Canaan at age 97, his restless striving included sinful treachery. Nevertheless, he knew right from
wrong.

Before re-entering Canaan, he acknowledged his sins. With tears he pleaded for forgiveness and for
God’s favour according to His promise. He attained the life, that is, fellowship with God in enmity with
Satan. Therefore, he lived free from the grip of death (cf. Phil 3:10,11). He took hold of the peaceful life in
God, for he knew that God had taken hold of him. Therefore, he exerted himself in his life struggle to press
on to the ultimate goal or fellowship with God in eternity (cf. Phil 3:12-16) “To our God and Father be
glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Phil 4:20). 

Participation in God’s Counsel

God accomplishes his eternal plan and purpose in the believer’s way of life in the covenant. Those
who reject the covenant promises and demands, will remain dead. Those who repent, believe and obey,
have the life. They live in fellowship with God and in enmity with sin and Satan. Perfection of such a life
will not occur until the end of time when “there will be no more death…” (Rev. 21:3,4). Faith in the
promised seed, in Christ, is still both required and graciously granted to those whom the LORD chooses.
Christ is the mirror in which only believers can perceive their own election (Calvin).

When the LORD shared his plan concerning Sodom and Gomorrah with Abraham, He took his plea
into account. The Judge of all the earth listened and agreed that “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it”
(Gen 18:16-33). Also for Abraham’s sake, the LORD made Ishmael into a nation (Gen 21:13). By his
actions, Abraham showed his faith, and it was counted as righteousness (James 2:21-24).

Isaac imitated his father’s faith. With Rebekah, his wife, he waited and prayed for the fulfillment of
the promised seed. He believed that God was able to grant children to his barren wife. After twenty years
they received twins. Although Isaac loved Esau more than Jacob, he blessed each of them as decreed by
God’s revealed Word in that the elder will serve the younger (Gen 25:23). “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob
and Esau in regard to their future” (Heb 11:20). Covenant promise and demand were made clear to them. 

Esau despised his birthright and so he rejected God’s fellowship, salvation, and life. He invoked the
covenant wrath of the LORD (Mal 1:4) and remained in death (Canons of Dort, ch I, art. 4, 6). 

Jacob believed the covenant promise and demand. He eagerly sought the LORD’s fellowship. In whatever
situation  the LORD placed him,  he worked hard.  His  wives  competed  for  Jacob’s  favour.  Both were
blessed with children.  In spite  of their  intense  rivalry,  they received them from God (c.f.  Gen 29:31;
30:24). Their sons continued the jealousy Jacob had planted. Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah and he
became angry when Rachel asked for children. “Am I in the place of God, who has kept you from having
children?” (Gen 30:2). He did not follow his father’s example and pray for children on her behalf (c.f. Gen
25:21). He did not heal the family’s breach, but he intensified it by showing that Rachel’s son Joseph was
his favourite.

Nevertheless, he believed in God’s Word. He relied on the LORD’s promises and so he received
His blessings. He struggled for God’s favour, not on the basis of his good works or even his faith, but on
the basis of God’s Word, God’s promises. He knew that, “He who promised is faithful” (Heb 10:23). “He
will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself” (II Tim 2:13). He gathers, defends, and preserves his
family.

Jacob became Israel. After his return to Canaan, no further incidents of manipulations were noted.
He worried about his sons and worshiped the LORD (c.f. Gen 35; 37:14). He was confident that the 
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LORD is faithful and that He will strengthen and protect him from the evil one (II Thess 3:3).He had
learned in his life to expect true life, and deliverance out of the inherent sin and misery,  only from the
LORD (c.f. Gen 33:10,11; Gen 49:18). He did, no doubt, live with struggles identical to those described by
the apostle Paul (e.g. Romans 7:15-20). Before crossing the border into Egypt, Jacob offered sacrifices and
talked with God at Beersheba. There the LORD assured him of His blessing, His presence and Jacob’s
return and burial with his ancestors (Gen 46:4). Jacob, - a prophet like Isaac, Abraham, Noah, and Enoch.

Jacob – the prophet! In Psalm 105, the patriarchs are called prophets (c.f. Gen 20:7).Calvin says
that they are called prophets “… not only because God revealed himself to them, but also because they
faithfully proclaimed the divine truth, that the memory of it might survive them, and flourish after their
death”. So we may know true fellowship with God.

Building-blocks of God’s Fellowship
Before  he  died  in  Egypt,  Jacob  called  his  sons  together  in  unity,  “giving  each  the  blessing

appropriate to him” and in the presence of his brothers (Gen 49:28). Although only one could be the heir or
seed bearer of the promised seed, all of them were heirs to the promises the LORD made to Abraham and
his offspring. Only by a true faith in the promised Seed, and only in Him is one “righteous before God and
heir to life everlasting” (Heidelberg Catechism, LD 23). Together, they were to be a nation, God’s own
people.  The LORD promised and demanded it.  As such,  they were to  live  together  in  unity of  faith.
Together they were to maintain fellowship with God for the benefit of the whole world (Gen 12:3; 22:18;
26:4; Gal 3:8), and for the glory of God (I Peter 2:9). 

Prior to the individual blessings, Jacob had already made the two sons of Joseph as his own (Gen
48:5). In this way, Joseph received the double portion due to a firstborn son, but he did not get the honour
and privilege to be successor in the line of the Messiah.

Jacob’s sayings (Gen 49) were in relation to the future of their respective tribes, but he addressed
them personally, for also their personal character and behavior were taken into account. Each one must
contribute to the well-being of God’s people in his own characteristic way and not allow self-gratifying
ways, for they erase the enmity with Satan.

REUBEN, as firstborn of Leah, should inherit the right to be ruler of the clan and receive a double
portion  of  his  father’s  estate  (Deut  21:15-17).  He already excelled  in  stature,  honour and power.  His
brothers had readily followed his suggestions. Therefore, they had not killed Joseph (c.f. Gen 37:21-24).
However, Reuben’s firstborn rights were taken away, because he had brazenly and shamelessly taken his
father’s wife Bilhah, Rachel’s servant (Gen 35:22; Deut 27:20). All his brothers heard it, and not one of
them could bear the responsibility of a firstborn. Therefore, it was divided between Judah and Joseph (I
Chron 5:1,2; Ez 47:13).

Reuben’s behavior had worsened the family breach that Jacob had failed to heal. Jacob always
loved Rachel more than Leah and he made Joseph his favourite (Gen 29:30; 37:3). Reuben’s rebellious sin
dishonoured his father and deserved death (Lev 20:11; c.f. I Cor 5:1-5 and I Sam 16). 

Moses’ blessing was a prayer “Let Reuben live and not die, nor his men be few” (Deut 33:6). The
Reubenites received the land first conquered east of the Jordan (Num 33:22). Reuben was not cut off. He
was degraded, but he was also blessed. He received an equal portion and a place among the twelve tribes of
Israel (c.f. Ez 48:6). His name appeared on one of the twelve gates of the New Jerusalem (Ez 48:31). He
held an equal share among “the number of those who were sealed” (Rev 7:4,5). “Oh the depth of the riches 

23



of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing
out!” (Romans 11:33; cf. vs. 22-32).

SIMEON and LEVI, the second and third sons of Leah had used circumcision for their private and
evil scheme (Gen 34:24-31). Their vengeance and fierce, uncontrolled anger was strongly condemned (Gen
49:5-7). They shared a mindset Jacob could not fathom. They used the sign of the covenant to mislead and
to murder the inhabitants of Shechem. They annihilated the city and even incapacitated the work oxen.
They ignored God’s Word that the LORD would repay in due time (Gen 15:16; Deut 32:35; Rom 12:19
etc). On the contrary, they chose to follow the teachings of Lamech and preferred to erase the enmity with
Satan (Gen 4:23,24). As just punishment, however, they were not cut off. Their brothers witnessed the
facts and heard the consequences. Simeon and Levi were to be scattered among the Israelites. Jacob did not
curse them, but their behavior.

During the 40 year journey in the desert, the tribe of  SIMEON was already drastically reduced
from 59,300 to 22,200 (Num 1:23; 26:14). Their allotment in the land of Canaan consisted of only a few
cities in the territory of Judah until the reign of David (Joshua 19:2-7; I Chron 4:31). At that time, some of
them moved to Gerar or Gedar, while others went to Seir where ‘Esau’ lived (I Chron 4:42). Nevertheless,
Ezekiel ascribed Simeon’s name to the city called “The LORD is there” (Ez 48:33,35). Of the Simeonites
the  full  number  of  12,000  were  sealed  for  the  end  of  time  (Rev  7:7).  “Blessed  are  they  whose
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered” (Rom 4:7; Ps 32). 

Also the  LEVITES were to be scattered among Israel (Gen 49:7). Their allotment in the land of
Canaan also consisted of a few cities, but these were located in all the territories of their brothers. During
the same desert journey, their attitude had obviously changed. Instead of satisfying their own inner feelings
and the desires of the flesh in self-willed religion, they responded positively to the demands of their God.
They readily followed Moses’ command in executing the LORD’s punishment for the sin with the golden
calf. “Then Moses said, ‘You have been set apart to the LORD today for you were against your own sons
and brothers, and he has blessed you this day’ ” (Ex 32:29; cf also Num 25). The curse by Jacob was not
nullified, but it was turned into a blessing (cf. Deut 23:5).

Although dispersed all over Israel, Moses’ blessing assigned them to a privileged position among
Israel, as teachers of the law and leaders in worship services (Deut 33:8-11). The LORD had responded to
the zeal of Phinehas, and He made “a covenant of a lasting priesthood with him” and his descendants (Num
25:13).

The Levites stood up for God’s Word and guarded God’s covenant by maintaining enmity with
Satan. They did not change their character, but they re-directed their characteristic eagerness for justice.
They served the LORD and not themselves when they meted out justice without hesitation. The tribe of
Levi will be counted among those who are sealed (Rev. 7). “The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life” in
fellowship with God and in enmity with sin and Satan, for the fear of the LORD will be “turning a man
from the snares of death” (Prov 14:27).

JUDAH,  the fourth son of Leah was appointed crown prince and heir of the promised seed. He
received authority over his brothers. This right was normally ascribed to the firstborn. Jacob addressed
Judah and spoke only words of praise because of the future (Gen 49:8-12). He said that Judah would
disperse the enemies and all Israel would honour his superiority. He described him as a fierce lion and
leader of his people until the rightful authority arrives and crushes the serpent’s head (cf. Gen 3:15). 
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Judah prevented Joseph’s death (Gen 37:26). He offered himself  as a guarantee for Benjamin’s
return to his father Jacob (Gen 43:9). He took the lead in pleading before the ruler of Egypt and he offered
himself as a slave in Benjamin’s place (Gen 44:18,33). During the desert journey, Judah was the largest
tribe (Num 2:4; 26:22). He also had the largest army (Num2:9). Judah was always in front (Num 2:3; 10:1)
or the first to do battle (Num 7:12, Joshua 15:1, Judges 1:1,2; 20:18). Judah’s superiority was always
evident. Moses’ blessing was as a prayer for Judah’s kingship over all Israel (Deut 33:7). Judah received
this in David and in his great son, Jesus, the Christ. After the exile all Israelites were, as it were, absorbed
by Judah and known as “Jews”. 

However, glory and honour is only due to God, for Judah’s offspring had nothing to boast about.
They were the result of their ancestor’s dishonourable and adulterous behaviour with Tamar, his daughter-
in-law (Gen 38). Only the one,  chosen son, the promised seed, was to be exalted,  not because of his
ancestry,  but because He “humbled himself  and became obedient to death – even death on the cross!
Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name…” (Phil
2:8,9).

ZEBULUN, the sixth of Leah will live at the coast with his back to Sidon in the north (Gen 49:12).
After the desert journey, his allotment was in the north, but Asher was given the coastline (Joshua 19:10-
16). Zebulun may later have secured a harbour, but that is not shown in the Scriptures. Moses’ blessing
was more descriptive. He prophesied that he would lead the people in worship and greatly profit from the
treasures of the sea and marine commerce. This may refer to both the Mediterranean in the west and the
Sea of Galilee to the east. Zebulun is to turn his back on the world, the pagan neighbours, and maintain the
enmity while supporting the fellowship with God together with his brothers, by sharing with them the
riches from the sea. 

Deborah praised them for risking their very lives in Israel’s battle (Judges 5:18) and Elon left his
lucrative business to judge Israel  for ten years  (12:11).  Although the size of their  inheritance seemed
insignificant, Zebulun was not swallowed up by the enticing neighbours, but received an equal portion in
the fellowship with God (Eze 48:26; Rev 7:8). “I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven”. Only with God all things are possible and so “…many who are first will be last, and
many who are last will be first” (Matt 19:23,30).

ISSACHAR,  the  fifth  of  Leah  is  compared  to  a  well  built,  easy  going  and  servile  donkey
(Gen 49:14,15).  The tribe’s  allotment  was between Zebulun and the Jordan River  south of the Sea of
Galilee.  They readily joined Deborah and Barak in  pursuit  of  Sisera (Judges  5:15),  even though they
preferred to stay home and mind their own business.

Moses took Zebulun and Issachar together and spoke of their enjoyment of the treasures of the seas
and the profits of commerce. Together they acknowledge the LORD as the giver of all their riches, by
offering tithes and inviting other tribes to join them in worship (Deut 33:18,19). The treasures of sand and
seas likely consisted of the fabrication of glass, preparation of purple (sand slugs), marketing fish from the
Sea of Galilee and trading goods across the Mediterranean Sea. Zebulun appeared to be like a travelling
merchant, while Issachar stayed close to home. At any rate, each tribe used its own character to contribute
in its own way to the edification of all Israel. Tola, a man of Issachar, saved and guided Israel for 23 years
(Judges 10:1). The men of Issachar who joined David were characterized as men “who understood the
times and knew what Israel should do” (I Chron 12:32,40). Baasha, a man of Issachar, executed God’s
judgment on the house of Jeroboam (I Kings 15:27-30). However, as king of Israel, he fell prey to the same
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sins and received a similar judgment at the hand of Zimri (I Kings 16). Nevertheless, also Issachar, the
hard worker and servant of peace was granted the eternal fellowship with God (Rev 7:7). “Serve the LORD
with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for
his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him” (Psalm 2:11, 12). 

After dealing with the six sons of Leah, Jacob addressed the sons of his two concubines, who also
will receive one portion each.

DAN, the first son of Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, “will provide justice for his people as one of the
tribes of Israel”. He is compared to a small snake that conquered a large horse (Gen 49:16, 17). Moses
called him a lion’s cub (Deut 33:22). Samson single-handedly fought the Philistines (Judges 13-16).

Dan’s allotment  was on the Mediterranean coast next door to the Philistines.  However in spite of the
LORD’s demands and assurances (Deut 7:17, etc.), the Danites did not fully take possession of it.

The Danites also stayed away from God’s Battle, as Deborah said (Judges 5:17). Many of them
moved north and chose their own possession. They took the area at the springs of the Jordan. They went
their own way and cowardly attacked an unsuspecting people. They annihilated Leshem, Laish or Dan
(Joshua 19:47; Judges 18). In spite of the lessons provided in the desert (Ex 32:35), they started their own
self-willed religion (Judges 18:14ff), which continued until the time of captivity (v.30). 

They misled God’s people and its leaders – Jereboam (an Ephraimite) and all who followed him. In
this way they invoked God’s covenant wrath, contributing to Israel’s captivity. Ezekiel still mentioned Dan
as  one  of  the  twelve  (Ez  48:32),  but  his  name  is  left  out  in  Revelation  (ch.  7).  Jacob’s  lost  son;
excommunicated.

At this junction in his sayings, Jacob expressed what he had learned and experienced during all of
his life, namely, “I look for your deliverance O LORD” (Gen 49:18). In other words, he pronounced that
his hope was always in the LORD, for his future, for the future of his sons and especially for the future of
Dan (Korte Verklaring). Therefore, “…put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption” (Psalm 130:7).

GAD,  is  the  first  of  Zilpah,  Leah’s  servant.  The  Gadites  will  be  under  attack,  but  they  will
courageously chase their enemies away (Gen 49:19). They lived on the east side of the Jordan between
Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh. Therefore, they were open to attacks from the east by Ammonite
bands living in the wilderness (sons of Lot), (I Chron 5:18-22; Judges 10:7ff). Jephtah was one of those
courageous warriors (Judges 11, 12:3). Moses likely spoke of him when he prophesied, “…he carried out
the LORD’s righteous will, and his judgments concerning Israel” (Deut 33:21). Jephtah’s battle constituted
enforcement of God’s decree (Judges 11:19-24). Gad had also assisted the other tribes to conquer Canaan
west of the Jordan (Deut 3:16, 18-20). They built  a monument at  the Jordan for future generations to
signify the unity of the twelve tribes, calling it “A Witness Between Us that the LORD is God” (Joshua
22:26, 27, 34).

However, later on they did not maintain God’s fellowship and the enmity with Satan. Along with
the  rest  of  the  northern  kingdom,  they  did  not  fulfill  the  covenant  demand.  This  resulted  in  Israel’s
rejection of the promised Son and the people’s exile. Nevertheless, also Gad may come out of the great
tribulation and confess that salvation belongs to God and to the Lamb. “Amen. Praise and glory and 
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wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” (Rev
7:5,12).

ASHER, the second son of Zilpah, was given a rich, fertile region along the coast, north of Mt.
Carmel. This Galilean area exported olive oil for ages. Jacob also spoke of special delicacies fit for a king
(Gen 49:20), while Moses referred to being rich, powerful and favoured by his brothers, as well as living in
secure fortified cities (Deut 33:24,25). However, like others, he did not drive out all the Canaanites as God
commanded (Judges 1:31, cf. Deut 7:16). Asher did not join Barak in the LORD’s battle (Judges 5:17).
Nevertheless, he did join Gideon (Judges 6:35). Once the kingdom of the ten tribes of Israel were taken
into captivity by the Assyrians, Hezekiah, king of Judah, called all Israel and Judah to serve the LORD in
unity of faith,  and to celebrate  the Passover together.  Some men of Asher who had escaped from the
Assyrians, answered Hezekiah’s call to repentance (I Chron 30:11). Anna, the prophetess, was a witness to
Jesus’ presentation at the temple (Luke 2:36-38). Also from Asher, 12,000 are sealed to come out of the
great tribulation (Rev 7:6) for “they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb” (Rev 7:14).

NAPHTALI, the second son of Bilhah, is compared to a fast, agile doe that bears beautiful fawns
or that emanates marvelous words (Gen 49:21). Moses referred to the location of his inheritance, God’s
overflowing favour and satiating blessings (Deut 33:23). Naphtali’s allotment was along the north and west
slopes of the inland Sea of Galilee.

Naphtali  appears  to  be  characterized  as  a  feminine,  artistic,  trustful  and  handsome  person.
Nevertheless, thousands responded to Barak and Deborah’s call to fight Jabin (Judges 4:10). Jabin had
oppressed Israel for 20 years and his commander Sisera had 900 iron chariots, but Zebulun and Naphtali
risked their lives, trusting the LORD (Judges 5:18).

Simon Peter was born in Bethsaida on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee (John 1:44). He lived
with his mother in nearby Capernaum (Matt  8:10). From this Galilean district,  the Messiah started his
ministry of reconciliation (Matt 4:12-17). He chose Simon as a disciple along with other Galileans, such as
Simon’s brother Andrew, the sons of Zebedee, James and John, and also Philip and Nathanael (Matt 4;
John 1). Along with others (Matt 9:9), he sent them out to the lost sheep of Israel,  to preach, to heal
physical and mental illnesses, and so to restore the fellowship with God. The tribe of Naphtali was amazed
at Christ’s performance and they spread the word (Matt 4:24, 9:33ff), but they did not respond to Christ’s
call and opening statement: “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matt 4:17). Therefore the Lord
denounced them, saying that Tyre and Sidon, or even Sodom, would receive a lighter judgment than the
cities of Galilee, the “beautiful” (Matt 11:20-24). This was in accordance with God’s good pleasure to
reveal himself to those whom the Son chooses (vs. 25-27). Nevertheless, Naphtali was still counted among
the elect (Rev 7). “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not
seek me”  (Isa 65:1).  “They will  proclaim my glory among the nations.  And they will  bring  all  your
brothers,  from all  the nations,  to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD…” (Isa
66:19,20). The promise to Abraham (Gen 12:3b), Isaac (Gen 26:4) and Jacob (Gen 28:14b) will stand,
namely that, “… through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me”
(Gen 22:18). In other words, neighbours of those who maintain the fellowship with God in enmity with sin
and Satan, will share in God’s overflowing blessing.
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JOSEPH, the first son of Rachel, is compared to a fruitful vine (cf. Ps 1:3). Although he did, at this
time, possess the authority over his father’s house, Judah was promised to be ruler over his brothers, and in
this way Judah received the first part due to a firstborn son. Joseph, on the other hand, received the double
portion taken from Reuben, the first born, for his sons Manasseh and Ephraim were both to be reckoned as
Jacob’s sons (Gen 48:5,6).

Jacob’s inspired word of the Holy Spirit expressed only words of praise for Judah. However, also
Joseph is highly praised (Gen 49:22-26). Joseph’s brothers had hated him, attacked him (vs. 23) and they
even  had  tried  to  permanently  expel  him from God’s  family.  Although  he  suffered  greatly,  Joseph’s
strength and steadfastness is praised, because in faith he received the LORD’s strength, confidence, care,
help as well as tremendous blessings from all sides (cf. Gen 39:5; 49). Jacob’s ecstasy is shown as he
ascribes Joseph’s strength to the LORD, the Almighty (24,25). Also in the future (26), not only will crops
benefit from the mountain dew, but also people and cattle will greatly increase. The blessing of Moses is
just as glorious (Deut 33:13-16).

Already earlier, Jacob had given Joseph a special gift. He gave him an elevated ridge of land near
Shechem, which he had bought and defended (Gen 49:22; 33:19). It seemed to signify authority over his
brothers, which Joseph, as Jacob’s favourite, had for at least another 50 years in Egypt. However, Judah
was appointed successor, heir or seed bearer of the promised seed, the Redeemer, Recreator and Ruler of
the cosmos, via Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah and Perez by Tamar. Joseph, the last son born in Padan-
Aram, became the first. Rejected by his brothers, he saved them from disaster. They were intent on taking
his life, but he preserved their lives. The despised received honour. The slave rose to ruler. He received a
double portion of the inheritance through Manasseh and Ephraim. Ephraim would be greater than his older
brother (Gen 49:19), but Ephraim’s name is not mentioned among the number of those that are sealed (Rev
7).  Ephraim had persisted in the sin of Dan, leading God’s people astray by self-willed worship.  The
leaders were held accountable for the souls of the people (cf. Eze 3:17,18; Heb 13:17).

Joseph still received the double portion, because both Joseph and Manasseh are mentioned among
the sealed tribes of Israel (Rev 7:6,8), “…because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the
Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, because of your father’s God who helps you, because of the Almighty who
blesses you,’’’ “ (Gen 49:24b, 25a). “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name be glory …” (Psalm
115:1).

BENJAMIN,  the  second  of  Rachel,  is  compared  to  a  ravenous  wolf  (Gen  49:27).
Characteristically, Benjaminites were indeed brave and fierce fighters. From the south, they had eagerly
joined the battle of Barak in the north (Judges 5:14). They also put up a courageous defense in Gibeah
(Judges 20). A special force of left and right handed sharp shooters in the kings army were Benjaminites
(vs. 16; I Chron 12:2; II Chron 14:8; 17:17). What was so characteristic of these ravenous wolves was that
they were always ready and eager to fight, like wolverines in Canada. 

Benjamin inherited the region that included Jerusalem and the unwalled city of Jericho. Just before
she died, his mother had called him son of pain and trouble, Ben-oni. To the travelling Levite in Gibeah
and consequently to all Israel, the Benjaminites aroused much suffering (Judges 19 and 20). Also King
Saul caused much sorrow and trouble. The apostle Paul, as a young Saul, fiercely persecuted the believers,
generating much fear and affliction (Acts 8:3; Rom 11:1). 

However, Jacob had called him his helper. King Saul’s son Jonathan was David’s helper. After the
division  of  the  kingdom,  Benjamin  joined  Judah  over  against  Jereboam  (I  Kings  12:21).  Upon  his
repentance, the apostle Paul was an effective fighter and helper in spreading the truth (Acts 23:11; Rom 
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1:16; II Cor 11:23-28; Gal 5). He did not change his character, but he used his energetic, fierce drive, as a
true Benjaminite, in a new, positive way. His characteristic vigor did no longer oppose, but benefit the
fellowship with God in enmity with sin and Satan. This is an ongoing struggle for life on earth (Rom 7:25).
“The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant
with them when I take away their sins” (Rom 11:26,27; Isa 45:17; Jer 31:34). Also of Benjamin, a full
number will “come out of the great tribulations”, “and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes”
(Rev 7:14,17).

Influences by Patriarchal Women 

EVE, mother of life, was created out of Adam. Just like Adam, she also had no parents and no
youth. She was not only his fitting helper, but she was also dependent on him. Satan misled Adam by first
winning her over. He manipulated her feminine inclination of dependence and her beauty to draw Adam
within his  reach.  However,  she continued “in faith,  love and holiness with propriety/modesty”  (I  Tim
2:15). She embraced the pains in child bearing and she fully submitted to her husband (Gen 3:16). She
lived in dependence on her Maker and Redeemer. “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man”
(Gen 4:1). She did not complain about her declining physical beauty, but she eagerly participated in the
coming of the promised seed to be born of Mary. Only over time did she learn that, in fellowship with God,
she also had given birth to the seed of the Serpent. Cain, her firstborn, joined the enemy of old. She was
indeed the mother of all living.

Eve readily acknowledged that Cain remained in the grasp and power of death. At the birth of Seth,
she thanked God for granting a son to replace not Cain, but Abel. Then we read that “Seth also had a son.
At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD” (Gen 4:26). The world was being saved in that
one,  single  family  that  lived  in  faith,  that  publicly  worshipped their  covenant  God in  unity,  and that
maintained on earth the fellowship with God through enmity with Satan. Eve’s longing for the promised
seed was beyond imagination, for she had experienced the beauty of paradise. “ ‘Shout and be glad, O
Daughter of Zion. For I am coming and I will live among you’, declares the LORD” (Zech 2:10).

SARAH, obeyed Abraham and called him lord. “She was a very beautiful woman” (Gen 12:14).
Her beauty was also evident in her life of obedience to the LORD, which became an example for all
women.  For  God addressed all  women,  almost  two-thousand years  later,  in  the inspired words of the
apostle Peter, when he states in I Peter 3:5,6, “For this is the way the holy women of the past, who put their
hope in God, used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah,
who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters, if you do what is right and do not
give way to fear” (cf. Gal 3:7). She believed that the promised seed would come from Abraham. Therefore,
in her eagerness, she gave him Hagar. She was a realist in her late seventies and later she smiled at the
prospect of becoming a mother at 90. Nevertheless, she grew in faith which enabled her to conceive and
give birth (cf. Heb 11:11). Sarah, mother of all believing women. “…Imitate those who through faith and
patience inherit what has been promised” (Heb 6:12b).

REBEKAH was a simple, but beautiful country girl. She willingly followed the rich stranger to
marry the man God had chosen for her (cf. Gen 24:51). And she loved him. She also lived in fellowship
with God, Who spoke with her and who revealed His sovereign will to her – “…the older will serve the
younger” (Gen 25:22, 23). 
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In her devoted service, her feminine character still inclined her to work behind the scenes. She did 

not confront Isaac when she overheard his intention to bless Esau. Instead she resorted to trickery. She
complained about Esau’s unbelieving wives, but did she discuss it with him or do something about it?
Instead, she devoted herself to Jacob, and doted on him (Gen 25:27). No doubt, she believed that Jacob was
to be the successor as the LORD had revealed. Nevertheless, she still  thought it necessary to resort to
manipulative cleverness and deceit. She even put a possible curse on herself (Gen 27:13).

Consequently, having lost Esau, also Jacob is taken from her. He is forced to escape and live far
from home. She never did see him again for she died before he returned. She was buried with Abraham and
Sarah (Gen 49:31). Her characteristic scheming and plotting also became Jacob’s lifestyle, which caused
him and his family many struggles.

Even though her behavior may have negatively influenced the future, salvation does not depend on
human strategies and efforts, but on God’s mercy. There is redemption, not by works, but by him who calls
(cf. Rom 9:10-18). “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have
compassion” (vs. 15).

LEAH was less attractive than her younger sister Rachel. Apparently her eyes seemed different
than normal. They were said to be weak. Perhaps she was slightly cross-eyed or she had light blue eyes
instead of the usual sparkling brown. She cooperated when her father deceitfully gave her to Jacob, for she
was jealous of her beautiful sister. Still, Rachel did also become Jacob’s wife one week later. Jacob loved
Rachel more than Leah. Nevertheless, the LORD gave Leah children while Rachel remained childless for
many years (Gen 29:31). 

Leah’s faith seemed to have been self-centered at first. Her concerns expressed with the births of
the  first  three  sons,  Reuben,  Simeon  and  Levi,  were  her  misery,  her  being  unloved  and  neglected.
However, when Judah was born, she only praised God (Gen 29:31-34). Jacob appeared to have had no part
in it, and the sisters’ rivalry not only just continued; it intensified.

When Leah realized she had stopped having children, she followed the example of her competitive
sister  and gave Jacob her  maidservant  Zilpah (Gen 29:9).  She called herself  blessed and happy when
Zilpah gave birth to Gad and Asher. Later on, she was prepared to pay her sister for the privilege of being
with her husband that night. Such were the fruits of polygamy. Nevertheless, among all this rivalry, Leah
served the LORD and prayed, for we read that “God listened to Leah” (Gen 30:17). He gave her a fifth son,
Issachar, and a sixth, Zebulun.

However, the hostile dissension in the family carried on to the point that her sons sold Rachel’s
Joseph into slavery. Worse yet, they made their father and grandfather believe that he was dead.

In spite of everything, Leah, the unattractive, unloved and neglected wife, was blessed to mother
half of the heads of tribes in Israel. This included Judah, the forebearer of the promised seed. “Praise be to
God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me” (Ps 66:20).

RACHEL was a good-looking, attractive girl, whose beauty captivated Jacob instantly. He loved
her so much that he ignored his marriage to Leah and gave up his annual salary for fourteen years (Gen
29:28-30). 

Rachel’s desire in life was to be a mother, but for six long years she remained childless. In the
meantime,  her  sister  was blessed with six sons (Gen 30:19).  The consequence of  original  sin  was an
increase in a woman’s pain in childbearing (Gen 3:16), but Rachel suffered ongoing pains in being 
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childless. Her suffering and jealousy almost consumed her (Gen 30:1), even though she so fully possessed
Jacob that  she could hire him out for a  price (Gen 30:15).  Nevertheless,  she had faith  in the God of
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  for  Rachel  communicated  with  God.  “Then  God remembered  Rachel;  he
listened to  her  and opened her  womb” (Gen 30:22).  With the  birth  of Joseph, she confessed that  the
Almighty God took away her  disgrace and so the covenant  LORD opened up the possibility  to  have
another son (Gen 30:24).

The sister’s rivalry appeared to have been set aside some six years later, when both agreed with
Jacob to leave their father Laban. However, Rachel’s  grief and unhappiness did not change. For some
fifteen years after Joseph’s birth, she still hoped for another son. On their way to Isaac’s homestead in
Hebron, close to Bethlehem, Rachel gave birth to Benjamin. It was a very difficult birth and the summit of
her lifelong grief and suffering. With her last breath, she called him Ben-oni, my child, my child of pain
and suffering (Gen 35:18, see also Benjamin, p.28). Jacob erected a monument over her gravesite (Gen
35:20), and her lament was audible for centuries. More than a thousand years later, Jeremiah said that
Rachel’s weeping was inconsolable, but a mother’s part in the gathering work of God’s chosen people will
be rewarded, “so there is hope for your future, declares the LORD” (Jer 31:15-22). In the New Testament,
the believers are reminded of Jeremiah’s words when Bethlehem’s children are murdered (Matt 2:17,18).
Again, bearing children and nurturing them is part of God’s overall purpose of maintaining fellowship with
His creatures on earth. The promised seed also conquered sin and Satan through pain and suffering.

Rachel  was a  beautiful  woman  and Jacob’s  favourite.  She suffered all  her  life  for  the  lack  of
children and she died in giving birth. About a year after her death, Joseph was sold, but believed to be dead
(Gen 37:2, 14, 37). Rachel was spared of that grief. Nevertheless, she was the grandmother of Manasseh
and Ephraim who became the most prominent tribes of the northern kingdom. Her tomb is located near the
border between both kingdoms (I Sam 10:2). 

“How unsearchable his judgments and his paths beyond tracing out”, for He creates, upholds and
accomplishes all things according to the counsel of His will (Eph 1:11; CD I:6). “To him be the glory
forever. Amen” (Rom 11:33-36).

DINAH was born “some time later”, after Leah had given birth to six sons. Therefore Dinah may
have been Joseph’s age or younger. He was born in the seventh year of his parent’s marriage or in the
fourteenth year of Jacob’s service to Laban (Gen 30:21). 

After meeting Esau some six years later, the family went to Succoth (‘huts’), where Jacob built a
home and shelters for the cattle (Gen 33:17). Likely a few years after Succoth, they crossed the Jordan and
entered Canaan. They settled near the city of Shechem. Dinah was then about ten years old. Her father had
bought some acreage where they pitched their tents. They kept to themselves and they built an altar there
for regular, public worship services.

Dinah, a country girl in her teens, became curious and eager to learn about the worldly lifestyle of
the Hittite girls. One day, she left her parental home and wandered about the city. It seemed to have been
attractive and exciting, but did she forget how Eve was taken in by believing that the other tree looked
desirable? Did she not remember the danger her grandmother and great-grandmother experienced with the
king of Egypt and Abimelech, the Philistine (Gen 12:15; Gen 20)?

Dinah was taken in by Shechem’s prince, and she ended up being abused by him. Apparently she
fell for his smooth talk and stayed in the palace or she was too ashamed to go home. Her brothers Simeon
and Levi took her home after they had killed everyone on the third day of circumcision (Gen 34:26).
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Dinah’s so-called innocent curiosity and behavior resulted in murder, in a necessary move and in a
curse on her brothers Simeon and Levi, as pronounced by their dying father (Gen 49:7).

Giving in to the desires of the flesh leads to disobedience (Eve), “For the word of God is living and
active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword. It  penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,  joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” (Heb
4:12, 13).

TAMAR,  the widow, daughter-in-law of  Judah,  seemed eager  to  give Judah an heir.  Her  first
husband, Judah’s son Er, was put to death by the LORD, for he was wicked. Judah’s second son, Onan,
refused to fulfill his duty in producing offspring for his brother. Therefore the LORD also put him to death
(Gen 38). Again she was a widow. When she realized that Judah would not give her Shelah, his third son,
she took matters into her own hands. Judah’s wife had died and Tamar seemed determined to give birth to
Judah’s heir.

Fellowship with God had declined and enmity with sin and Satan was blunted to such a degree, that
Judah engaged a prostitute. Posing as a cult-prostitute, Tamar’s strategy to be the mother of Judah’s heir,
worked. Afterwards, Judah concluded that she was more righteous than he, for he had no intention of ever
giving her his third son, Shelah (Gen 38:26). Tamar gave birth to twins, and she continued her widowhood
(Gen 38:26). Perez, her firstborn (Gen 38:29; Matt 1:3), was the ancestor of David, his son Nathan and the
virgin Mary, who gave birth to a son called Immanuel, God With Us (Matt 1:23). He conquered sin and
Satan, and so he restored fellowship with God to its fullest (c.f. Ruth 4:18ff and Luke 3). “Your ways, O
God, are holy. What god is so great as our God?” (Ps 77:13).

ASENATH, the daughter of an Egyptian high-priest of sun-worshippers, was giving to Joseph as
his wife (Gen 41:45). Did he tell her about the covenant LORD, the god of his fathers, Jahweh? When he
spoke to Pharaoh, he said that the only one who could interpret dreams was the Almighty God, creator of
heaven and earth. When Asenath gave birth to two sons, Joseph again referred to God, the Almighty. He
lived in total dependence of God and he strongly believed in God’s providence.

Asenath’s first son was called Manasseh, which in Hebrew meant something like: forget the past.
To her, it might have meant giving up on being a Hebrew and be an Egyptian now. But Joseph expressed
thanks to God for the blessings in his life after years of suffering (Gen 41:51). Their second son was given
the name Ephraim, which also reflected a Hebrew word. It meant ‘doubly fruitful’.  Asenath may have
viewed the years of plenty, as well as her second son, as the fruitful benefits of her benevolent nature gods.
Joseph, however, credited God, the Almighty (Gen 41:52).

The name Asenath meant: belonging to the goddess Neith, but her father-in-law, Jacob, took her
sons as his own, for he declared that they were to be regarded equal to all his other sons (Gen 48:5). 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD” and blessed are “the people He chose for his
inheritance.” (Ps. 33:12). “The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it” (I Thess 5:24).
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Conclusion

From the beginning, God exercised fellowship with man. He related to His creature as a father to
his child. He created the world to His glory (cf. Isa 35:2) and He made man to rule over everything. To
receive honour and glory, He crowned man with honour and glory. “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is
your name in all the earth” (Ps 8).

Created  to  live  in  fellowship  with  God,  man,  however,  violated  this  covenant  relationship,
becoming wise in his own eyes (cf. Prov 3:7). Man believed Satan’s lies and joined him in his enmity with
God and on the road of destruction, doom and death. “But because of his great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy“, did not allow it and made him alive again (Eph 2:4). In Christ, and by His Word, He
restored His fellowship with man through enmity with Satan. This re-creative work of our Creator and
Redeemer, results in giving, “glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever
and ever” (Rev 4:9).

Throughout the ages, and in spite of man’s disobedience, He continually maintains His covenant,
for He is faithful to His promise (Heb 10:23, I Cor 1:9). He shows compassion to those whom He chooses.
Others are passed by (Rom 9:18). He will gather “his wheat into the barn” and burn up “the chaff with
unquenchable fire” (Matt 3:12). His people are His “treasured possession” (Ex 19:5) and “the apple of His
eye” (Deut 32:10).  Christ distributes the redemptive benefits  of his suffering and resurrection to those
whom the Father has given him, “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They
were yours; you gave them to me” (John 17:6; cf. Heidelberg Catechism, LD 14-17).

He chose His own not because they are holy and blameless, but He chose His own to be holy and
blameless before Him (Eph 1:4). This has been the requirements from the beginning. Adam blamelessly
walked with God, and so did Enoch and Noah (Gen 6:9). Also Abraham was told to “walk before me and
be blameless” (Gen 17:1) The teacher of wisdom concludes that the whole duty of man is to “fear God and
keep his commandments” (Eccl 12:13). What better  way is there for sons of daughters to honour and
respect their parents than by obeying them and following their rules and directives?

In many ways, man’s situation is like that of a beached whale. Running up the beach, the whale
entered another world. Instead of a secure life, he faces certain death. However, the whale is rescued. He is
pushed back into the deep water where he belongs. He is set free and he is now expected to  stay free.
Within the set boundaries, he can roam, frolic and enjoy life with others. He can do so without a care in the
world, like a bird in the air and a flower in the field. When he does just that, abiding by those requirements,
he shows his gratitude and he honours and respects his rescuer. He will live and not die.

Only  after their  liberation,  the  Israelites  were  given  the  rules of  fellowship.  The  Heidelberg
Catechism teaches us about our wretched state and deliverance  before it instructs us about the law, the
rules of thanksgiving. Also the nation Israel was first delivered from slavery and then the law was written.

Therefore, you were set free, now stay free. “And our fellowship is with the Father and the Son,
Jesus Christ” (I John 1:3).  In other words, repent and believe,  for Moses told us about our prophet in
heaven. “Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people” (Acts 3:22,
23). The certainty of faith is “nothing but a word from God, a promise from the Lord. Any other ground
makes it shaky, because it is human and therefore shifting and unreliable” (Herman Bavinck, 1901, p.88).
“The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it” (I Thess 5:24; I Cor 1:9; Num 23:19). 

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the
sea” (Heb 2:14).

“The whole earth be filled with his glory” (Ps 72:19).
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Appendix – Approximate Ages of Patriarchs  when incidents occurred as mentioned in Genesis

Event
Text in

Genesis
Age of

Abraham
Age of
Isaac

Age of
Jacob

Age of Joseph

Arrival in Canaan 12:4,5 75*

Birth of Ishmael 16:15 86*

Circumcision 17:23, 24 99*

Birth and circumcision of 
Isaac

21:4,5 100* 0

Sarah’s death at 
age 127*

23:1 136 36

Marriage of Isaac 25:20 140 40*

Births of Esau and Jacob 25;26 160 60* 0

Abraham’s death 25:7 175* 75 15

Isaac’s blessing and 
Jacob’s flight

27, 28 137 77

Jacob’s marriage 29, 30 144 84

Birth of Joseph in 14th 
year at Laban’s service

30:25 151 91 0*

Jacob’s departure after 
20 years

31:38;
33:18

157 97 7

Jacob’s return “home” in 
Hebron

35:27 167 107 17

Joseph sold into Egypt 37 168 108 17/18

Isaac’s death 35:28 180* 120 29

Joseph, ruler of Egypt, 
married

41:46 121 30*

Joseph’s sons born in 
seven years of plenty

41:50 128 37

Jacob meets Pharaoh in 
Egypt

47:9 130* 39

Jacob’s death and burial 
in Canaan

47:28; 50 147* 56

Joseph’s death 50:22-26 110*

 * text mentions this number page 35
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