
God's  Calling  Confirmed

in Confession  and  Conduct
(see 2 Peter 1:10 and art.61 C.O.)

No one is righteous All are corrupt
no one seeks God, they lie, curse and kill.

 All are worthless  Peace is foreign to them
 no one does good.  and so is the fear of God

(based on Rom.3:10-18)
These few words describe our sin and misery. Without this knowledge, calling

yourself a Christian is meaningless. A Christian is not just an agreeable, helpful, nice
and popular person with high moral standards. A Christian is a member of Christ, who
shares by faith in His anointing. A Christian may as prophet confess the Lord's Name,
as priest be a living sacrifice of thankfulness to Christ, and as king fight sin and the
devil,  to  eternally  reign  with  Christ  over  all  creation.  In  other  words,  a  Christian
eagerly makes his or her calling sure and will never fall, but will be welcome in the
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour (cf.  2 Peter 1:10,11).  That is a far cry from the
above description of reprobates in Romans.

Sin and Misery
A reprobate is a depraved, wicked and rejected person, who has received his

just reward. In Adam, our representative, we plunged ourselves into eternal perdition
or damnation, death or complete alienation from God. This consequence of sin and
disobedience was known beforehand. In His covenant with Adam, God had told his
deputy that when he disobeyed, he would surely die. Therefore, the punishment of
damnation has been God's decree from the very beginning. Disobedience, self-pride
and insubordination result in everlasting punishment of body and soul. This is the just
sentence imposed by the highest court and in accordance with the Decree of God's
Counsel.

Deliverance or Rescue
When  Adam  disobeyed,  he  became  a  servant  of  Evil,  a  reprobate.  God,

however, so loved His most precious creature, that He would not allow it. He saved
him by having His own Son serve Adam's sentence. He called Adam and Eve. He
looked for them and saved mankind from eternal death in the promise of the Messiah.
He also maintained His original objective to receive glory, honour and praise from his
creation (cf. Rev 19). So He instantly reversed Satan's introduction of enmity between
man and God. He spoke, and so it  was! On the spot,  He declared that  the enmity
between man and the Creator was forthwith changed into enmity between man and 
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Satan, between the 'seed of  the woman'  and 'the  seed of  the  serpent'.  The LORD
declared  that  'the  promised  seed'  of  the  woman,  who  became  “the  mother  of  all
living”, will conquer and crush 'the head of the serpent.'

Therefore, God continued what He had started and rescued man, the apple of
His eye (Deut 32:10). With this renewed covenant, the LORD not just offers man an
opportunity to become His children. On the contrary, God takes them to be His own.
He takes those whom He wills and their children to be His people. This is confirmed
since the days of Abraham in circumcision and in baptism since the time of Christ on
earth. They are to be His holy nation, His own people, His church.

Thankfulness or Gratitude
As promised, reprobates are rescued through the generations. They are God's

people in order that they may declare to the whole world the purpose of God's grace,
namely,  that  God  must  receive  honour,  glory  and  praise  for  the  creation  and  the
redemption  of  the  world.  God  takes  His  people  out  of  Satan's  darkness  into  the
wonderful  light of His fellowship (1 Peter 2:9;  Rev 4:8-11; and 5:13).  Those who
resist and refuse to be His children, are covenant breakers, who reject their own rescue
and join Satan's reprobates. 

What is the reason for redemption by the blood of Christ and the renewal by the
Holy Spirit? The reason is that man must again be God's image, being good, righteous
and holy. For what purpose? His children must 'instigate' others to honour, glory and
praise God. How can they do that? They themselves must first of all live like that. 

In our whole life and in everything we do or do not do, we may thank and
praise God. Obedience is giving Him honour. With such a life we are assured of our
faith. Moreover, living a godly lifestyle is  also the way by which “we may win our
neighbour for Christ”(Heid.Cat. QA 86).

Now that we realize and acknowledge the depth of our 'sin and misery' as well
as the incomprehensible grace of God in our  'deliverance', we cannot but show our
sincere gratitude or 'thankfulness'.

Profession of Faith and a Godly Life
What does all the above mean to you? Just remember and realize that God gave

you believing parents. They dutifully had you baptized to give you the sign of His
covenant promise of forgiveness and eternal life. The Lord also surrounded you with
fellow-believers. 

Since birth you were privileged to be a member of God's chosen people and in
that  community  you  have  a  share  in  the  benefits  and  the  responsibilities  of  that
communion of saints (QA 55).

Although oblivious  to  you,  God confirmed that  the  promises  made  to  your
parents are yours as well (just like He told Isaac and Jacob that Abraham's 'treasures'
were theirs as well). In other words, in baptism He addressed you, personally. In front 
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of many witnesses, fellow-members of the covenant, He called you by name. He said,
… you are mine … to again be … 'righteous and holy' in my sight. Therefore, walk
before me and be blameless (Gen 17:1), just like Adam did in the very beginning.

As you grow up at home, in church and in school, you learn about obedience,
baptism,  and  covenant  from God's  living  Word.  In  John  Calvin's  words,  you  'are
coming to your senses', you mature. First you learn to obey your parents, a life-saving
obedience. “Do not touch – it's hot” and “Eat your veggies, they are good for you”.
Obeying your parents means obeying God, because He appointed them to nurture you,
His child. You obey your heavenly Father when you obey the parents whom He has
given to you. When you do not obey them, you disobey God and you “will surely die”
(Gen 2:17). The Apostle Paul writes that to honour your father and mother is the first
commandment you are confronted with in your life. Moreover, it has a promise. The
promise with this commandment (#5) is “that is may go well with you and that you
may enjoy long life  on the  earth”  (Eph 6:2).  So,  obey God by honouring all  His
appointed authorities.

In home, church and school, you are regularly and repeatedly instructed about
creation, providence, Adam's fall in sin, God's covenant grace and His rescue. This is
how God keeps on addressing you, by declaring His deeds through the proclamation
of His life-giving Word of salvation. You are His chosen child and in church services
He blesses and nurtures His children, His people. To further assure you, God even
revealed that He already had chosen you long before the creation of the world (B.C.
Art 16). Only in faith can that knowledge of this election decree assure, encourage and
comfort  believers  (2 Tim.1:3-10).  Unbelief  leads  to  either  haughtiness,  fatalism or
false doctrines and consequent alienation from God.

Now that you know all this, what do you have to say? Are you going to live up
to your status of 'child of God' together with the other children? This includes your
parents (for there are no 'parents' in heaven, but only children). In other words, are you
going to live in word and deed by the protocol of royalty? After all, the Almighty King
adopted you as your Father since the day you were born.

When will you be ready to officially or publicly commit yourself to such a life?
Or when will you 'come to your senses', be mature and declare before witnesses, that
your response to the baptism is a positive one? You already are His and He called you
to live like a royal in word and deed. God expects a life that reflects His calling “to be
holy and blameless” before Him. In Christ you already are. So confirm it!
 

Do not answer God's call just because it is 'the thing to do'. Do not say yes,
because you completed your High School or you passed a basic knowledge test. You
should  understand and know in your  heart what you believe, confess and vow. You
must be convinced that the doctrine of the church is the only truth you will defend in
life and death. Hate sin and rely only on Christ instead of yourself or others. Love God
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and desire to kill your natural inclinations. Serve God and not the world or yourself.
Commit your whole life to serving the Lord and His people. The whole duty of man is
to “Fear God and keep his commandments”(Eccl 12:13).

Public profession of faith means committing to a life in response to God's call
at baptism and declaring your deliverance from the captivity of sin. Public profession
shows  a  constant  awareness  that  your  fellowship  with  God  is  ever  present  and
everlasting. In life and death you are completely His. Whatever comes naturally must
be scrutinized and corrected in faith and in accordance with His will and Word. Only
at the end of days will sin totally be eradicated.

So the new life you are starting is totally subjected to God's Word in word and
deed, or in your confession and conduct. Therefore, the Bible is an open book in your
life. From here on in, you search it in order to be continuously fed, strengthened  and
satisfied by Word and Spirit. Work on your salvation,

with fear and trembling, 
“for it is God who works in you (both) 

to will and to act according to his good pleasure”
(Phil 2:13). 

Thorough  knowledge  of  the  Catechism,  the  summary  of  the  complete  doctrine  of
salvation, is the best guideline in understanding and living by the Word of God.

“May the God of peace … equip you
with everything good for doing his will,

and may he work in us 
what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen”
(Heb 13:21).

“Be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. 
For if you do these things, you will never fall, 

and you will receive a rich welcome 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”

(2 Peter 1: 10,11).

Written for Senior Catechism Class, Nov.2005.           Dennis Teitsma, Winnipeg, MB
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